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Town of Plainfield 

Development Review Board Meeting 

September 13, 2017 

Approved Minutes 

  
PRESENT: Sarah Albert (Development Review Board Clerk), Janice Walrafen (Development Review Board 

Chair), Elaine Parker (Development Review Board Member), Karen Storey (Zoning Administrator), Cindy 

Wyckoff (Minutes Recorder), Charles Cogbill (Resident), and Ted Chamberlain (Fairpoint 

Communications).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Janice Walrafen called the meeting to order at 6:48pm. 

 

AGENDA 

6:30pm  Call Meeting to Order 

Review Agenda, Make any Adjustments 

6:35pm  Review and Approve Minutes of August 9, 2017 

Review and Approve Decision for Kyle Farnham ZPA 2017-18 CU Two-family Dwelling in 

Forest and Agricultural Land District for Property Located at 1000 Upper Road 

6:45pm  Hearing for Northeast Washington County Community Health Inc. ZPA 2017-16 Variance 
for Sign and Continuance for ZPA 2017-01 CU for Property Located at 157 Towne 
Avenue 

7:00pm  Informational Meeting with Ted Chamberlain, Fairpoint Communications ZPA 2017-23 
CU Cement Pad, Fence, Outside Generator 

9:00pm  Adjourn 

 

REVIEW AGENDA, MAKE ANY ADJUSTMENTS 

 Zoning Administrator Karen Storey added to the agenda discussions regarding the newly located 

business in the River House, the former Bead Hive property, and the Paul Rose Site Plan Review and 

Conditional Use Hearing.  

 

REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES OF AUGUST 9, 2017 

 Elaine Parker made a motion to approve the minutes of the 8/9/17 Development Review Board 

meeting as written.  Sarah Albert seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVE DECISION FOR KYLE FARNHAM ZPA 2017-18 CU TWO-FAMILY DWELLING IN 

FOREST AND AGRICULTURAL LAND DISTRICT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED at 1000 UPPER ROAD 

 Parker made a motion to approve the decision for Kyle Farnham ZPA 2017-18 CU Two-Family 

Dwelling in Forest And Agricultural Land District for Property Located at 1000 Upper Road as 

written.  Albert seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
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HEARING FOR NORTHEAST WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH INC. ZPA 2017-16 VARIANCE 

FOR SIGN AND CONTINUANCE FOR ZPA 2017-01 CU FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 157 TOWNE AVENUE 

 Walrafen stated that the written agreement between the Northeast Washington County Community 

Health Center and neighborhood residents was not yet ready.  Health Center Attorney Tarrant 

requested that the hearing be continued.  Walrafen asked if Charles Cogbill, a neighborhood 

resident of the Health Center who was present, would like to make any comments, to which he 

declined.  Parker made a motion to continue the Hearing for the Northeast Washington County 

Community Health Inc. ZPA 2017-16 Variance for Sign and Continuance for ZPA 2017-01 CU for 

Property Located at 157 Towne Avenue to the 10/11/17 Development Review Board meeting at 

7:00pm.  Albert seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Storey will reserve 

the Town hall Opera House for the 10/11/17 meeting if it is available. 

 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING WITH TED CHAMBERLAIN, FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS ZPA 2017-23 CU 

CEMENT PAD, FENCE, OUTSIDE GENERATOR 

 Storey noted that she is in possession of Fairpoint Communications’ permit application and asked 

whether the application should be referred to the Development Review Board for review and what 

documentation the applicant would need to provide.  Ted Chamberlain, who was present 

representing Fairpoint, noted that the emergency generators at the site, which were installed 25 

years ago for the northern New England area, are failing.  He explained that when the power goes 

off, backup batteries provide power for 24 hours before the generators kick in and continue to 

operate until the main power is restored.  Normally, the diesel-powered generators are tested every 

couple of months.  He noted that the new generator and fuel tank are one unit and will be situated 

behind the existing fence on an enlarged cement pad.  Fairpoint wants to enlarge the existing 

cement pad about three feet on two sides.  Storey noted that while she can issue a permit for the 

pad and the fence, she is not comfortable approving the proposed change to site the generator on 

the cement pad without going through the process of referring the issue to the Development 

Review Board.  Albert stated that because Fairpoint currently holds a conditional use permit, and 

what is being proposed would be a change to that permit, it would indeed require a public hearing 

to inform neighbors of the change.  Walrafen read aloud Fairpoint’s existing conditional use permit, 

noting that there was no mention of a generator.  After a brief discussion on whether a letter sent 

out to neighbors by Fairpoint alerting them to the change would be sufficient, it was determined 

that a public hearing was indeed necessary.  Parker made a motion to schedule Fairpoint 

Communications’ public hearing for the 10/11/17 Development Review Board meeting at 7:00pm.  

Albert seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Noting that a motion made 

previously in the meeting had scheduled the Health Center’s public hearing for 7:00pm at the 

10/11/17 meeting, Parker made a motion to amend the time of the Health Center’s public hearing 

from 7:00pm to 7:20pm on 10/11/17.  Albert seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 

unanimously.  Chamberlain agreed that Fairpoint will draft a letter explaining the proposed change 

to accompany the warning that will go out to neighbors regarding the public hearing.        

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PAUL ROSE COMMERCIAL SITE PLAN REVIEW AND CONDITIONAL USE 

HEARING 

 Storey reported that the Paul Rose Commercial Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Hearing was 

on hold indefinitely. 
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DISCUSSION REGARDING THE FORMER BEAD HIVE PROPERTY 

 Storey noted that the Bead Hive had recently received a change of use to become a residence.  

Someone has purchased the property and would like to run a business out of it.  His business is Black 

Turtle Enterprises.  Albert read aloud the change-of-use definition from the Zoning Regulations, 

noting that any change of use — from residential to commercial, or within a category — needs a 

permit.    

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING THE NEWLY LOCATED BUSINESS IN THE RIVER HOUSE 

 Discussion from the above agenda item transitioned to the new business that recently had opened 

in the River House.  There was a question regarding whether it is the property owner or the tenant 

that needs to apply for the proper permits.  Walrafen recommended that Storey contact the 

property owner. 

 

ADJOURN 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:52pm on a motion by Parker.  Albert seconded the motion.  The 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Wyckoff 


