
Plainfield Conservation Commission
Minutes 18 January, 2012

Present: Sarah Albert, Becky Buchanan, Julie Hackbarth, Kate Harper, Jan Waterman

Minutes: There was no meeting in December; it was cancelled at the last minute due to icy weather and 
treacherous roads. November minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Sarah submitted updated financial report to the clerk’s office.

Conservation Fund/Cross Vermont Trails application:  The Selectboard will review the application at their 
regular meeting on January 23. Greg Western of CVT will attend to answer any questions from the board, and 
Julie will also attend, to represent the Conservation Commission.

Plant  Sale: Sarah reported on a recent meeting of people who are working on the sale this year. It’s Plainfield’s 
turn to organize it; several members of the Marshfield Conservation Commission came, and only Sarah from our 
Commission. Sale date is the last Saturday in April, the 28th. Orders will be prepped on the 27th, as usual. 
Brochures will be out the first week of March, in time to distribute at Town Meeting. Wednesday April 4th is the 
deadline for ordering.

Conservation Fund petition: We estimated our preliminary count of signatures and discussed strategies for 
gathering more. They need to be turned in to Linda on the 25th or put in mail to arrive no later than the 26th. We 
discussed again the possibility of the Selectboard opting to include the fund on the ballot automatically.

Educational Talks: Becky will approach George Springston about scheduling a date in March for him to present 
his talk on the geologic history of the Winooski watershed. She will also ask Loona to help publicize the event, 
as her efforts for the last presentation were so effective. 

Invitation from Marshfield Conservation Commission: They are planning to have Sharon Plum come to talk 
about invasive plants, and invited us to join them. Sarah will let them know that we’re interested. Kate asked us 
to give some thought to possible topics for future ongoing educational events, for the public as well as in concert 
with other area conservation commissions, to help increase public awareness about conservation issues. Sarah 
will also ask Rose Paul about resources for invasives control projects.

Town Plan: Jan will call Will Colgan to check on status of the town plan, and request drafts to review. 

Federal Program to buy flooded properties: Allen Clark forwarded information to us about a program to help 
towns pay their 25% share for a federal  program to buy flooded properties. Kate will forward it to the 
Selectboard and to George Springston.

Mail: VYCC is accepting project proposals; Vermont Land Trust issued their annual report.

Town Forest: Discussed possible projects for 2012. We hope to work on establishing a nice loop trail; perhaps 
this year we could work on design and siting, and next year work on construction.

Next meeting: February 15th, at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jan Waterman, Secretary
Plainfield Conservation Commission


