
Plainfield Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 19 December, 2012 

Present: Sarah Albert, Becky Buchanan, Jonathan Decker, Kate Harper, Jan Waterman
Absent: Charlie Cogbill, Julie Hackbarth, Sarah O’Brien

Minutes: Minutes from November meeting were approved. 

Annual Report: Kate thanked Jan for crafting the annual report, sent to town clerk on December 9th; Kate 
submitted our budget to the town clerk on December 1st.

Conservation Fund: Thanks to Becky who attended the Selectboard meeting on 10th December. On the 
agenda that night was the question about including the Fund on the warning for Town Meeting. The 
Selectboard decided to do so. Also, Carl Powden let us know that the private fundraising goal for 
LittleWood Farm’s conservation easement has been exceeded already; donations continue to trickle in. 
After the first of the year, he will let us know the final amount needed by the Fund, but it will be less than 
the approved amount.

Town Plan: Noted latest version of plan was recently received from Planning Commission. We will 
review individually and get comments to Jan, who will consolidate and send them along to planners. Jan
was directed to find out and let us know when planners need to receive our feedback so it can be 
incorporated into the draft for public review.

Jens Redux: Jan reported that she and Will discussed the possibility of bringing Jens Hilke back to give 
his presentation to the Selectboard and the town in January or February, in concert with public review 
and approval process of the town plan. Jens is willing. Jan will coordinate time and venue. Also 
discussed making a video recording of Jens’ presentation and posting in on town website, link to it in on 
Front Porch Forum, etc. We need to find someone who’s willing and capable of doing recording.

Trails workshop: In August, Sarah attended a Trails Design and Layout workshop, and brought back 
materials to share. At the workshop she met Luke O’Brien, the trails coordinator of the North Woods 
Trail Center. He is willing to do consulting; we’ll ask him to come help us with trails layout in the town 
forest. Jonathan will generate a topo map of the forest and bring it to our next meeting for review, then 
send to Mr. O’Brien. Sarah will follow up and coordinate a date with him.

AVCC Newsletter: Reviewed their latest membership update. The Association of Vermont Conservation 
Commissions is now affiliated with the Vermont Natural Resources Council. To sign up for AVCC’s 
new listserve go to: vtconservation@gmail.com and tell them you want to be on the list. This is the 
address for the AVCC Board of Directors. Kate will check with AVCC about when our membership 
dues need to be paid.

Cross Vermont Trail: Noted emails from Rose Paul re: Sunday December 15 trail work in East 
Montpelier. Greg Western, CVT Trail Coordinator, has worked all summer with youth and volunteer 
groups to carve an amazing new trail into the hillside between Route 2 and the Winooski River. The
email said they needed to finish this work by the end of the year, an important grant deadline. Greg had
built the framework for a long section of elevated boardwalk set into the hillside that is suitable for 
bicycles, skiers and walkers, and they needed to install the stringers and decking. Rose reported a pretty
good turnout and was very happy with the results.



Plant Sale: Sarah reported that Marshfield’s conservation commission will go ahead with the tree and 
shrub sale this year (April 26 for tagging plants and filling orders, April 27 for pickup of orders.) Sarah 
will put together the brochure and attend their meetings to organize the sale, and will notify us when she 
needs other workers.

Green Up: Discussed who might organize Green Up Day in 2013. Becky will check with Sarah O. to see 
if she’s still intending to do so. Publicity this year will be aided by Front Porch Forum, and perhaps we 
could start a dialogue there about how to achieve greater involvement and community responsibility for 
this event, especially from teens.

Next meeting: January 16th, 2013 at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jan Waterman, Secretary
Plainfield Conservation Commission


