
Plainfield Conservation Commission
Minutes 20 June, 2012

Present: Sarah Albert, Becky Buchanan, Charlie Cogbill, Julie Hackbarth, Kate Harper, Jan Waterman; also 
guest Jonathan Decker, Regional Stewardship Manger, Central Vermont Region, Vermont Land Trust

Minutes: May minutes reviewed, corrected and approved.

Vermont Land Trust representative Jonathan Decker came to introduce himself and review VLT interests in 
Plainfield.  Jonathan became a regional stewardship manager in January, 2012 and is also a new Plainfield 
resident.  

Town Plan: We completed our group review of the draft sections we have been working on. Jan will 
incorporate suggestions made so far and forward the document to Planning Commission as soon as possible.  
In doing research for the plan, Jan was told by Jenz Hilke (Fish and Wildlife Dept, Community Wildlife 
Program and town planning advisor) that Plainfield’s town plan expires in August.  He asked if there was an 
interim plan in place.  We need to find out.  (If not, grant awards for town hall work may be in question.)  
Jan will call Will to ask about this.

Rain Garden and Park Maintenance: In response to Selectboard inquiry, Sarah evaluated current 
maintenance needs.  The forebay in the rain garden needs to be cleaned out, something the road crew has 
been taking care of.  Some weeding in both areas needs to be done; there is burdock and tall grass growing 
in the upper area of the park.  Jan will relay this information to the Selectboard.  There was discussion again 
about the possibility of farmers’ market vendors, pay no fees, being asked to voluntarily contribute some 
very minimal time to helping with the park maintenance in exchange for the use of the park.  In general, an 
organized work day of about 3 hours, twice during the summer/early fall should be enough to keep things in 
good shape.  

Plant Sale: final figures: $443 to each town.  Linda has already sent Marshfield’s check to them.  This total 
is slightly less than last year, but about half of the figure from two years ago.  Three years ago, each town 
took  home $1,075.  We need to discuss with the Marshfield conservation commission whether or not to 
continue. 

Mowing Route 2 Rest Area: Efforts to find a volunteer to take over for Larry Holt, who can no longer do the 
mowing at the rest area, have so far been unsuccessful.  It was suggested that perhaps we should call the 
appropriate state transportation office and ask them to take it over.

Next meeting: July 18, at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jan Waterman, Secretary
Plainfield Conservation Commission


