
Plainfield Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes 18 July, 2012

Present: Sarah Albert, Becky Buchanan, Charlie Cogbill, Julie Hackbarth, Kate Harper, Jan Waterman
Guest: Jonathan Decker

Welcome to Jonathan, who has expressed interest in joining the commission. He will write a note to the  Selectboard 
requesting appointment. Jan will send the Selectboard a note asking that they appoint Jonathan to, at minimum, the 
remainder of Allen Clark’s term.

Minutes: Minutes from June approved.

Cross Vermont Trail: Julie reported that on the first Saturday in June, CVT sponsored a trail repair work day in 
Plainfield. She was the only town resident to participate on that day, with Greg Western of CVT. Rose Paul and 
George Springston came on another day and worked independently. Greg and Julie discussed creating a checklist of 
basic trail maintenance tasks for volunteers to do anytime on their own. For those who would like to work with Greg 
on another day, Julie will find out when he’ll be working on the trail here, and will let us know.

Town Forest: Discussed grant possibilities for education and trail building, plus various tasks relative to the town 
forest. Sarah A. will prepare a letter for the Selectboard about the benefits of downgrading to Class 4/trail status the 
section of Gonyeau Road that borders the forest. No progress yet on scheduling the crew of teenagers who need to fill 
community service hours to do invasives removal at the forest; Jan will keep trying. We set a couple of dates for a 
general workday (trash, invasive plant removal) at the forest: Sunday 16th September, or alternatively, the 23rd; 10: 
a.m. to noon.  Discussed upcoming Trail Design and Layout workshop, Saturday 25th August, 9: a.m. to 1: p.m. at the 
NE Stewardship Center in West Charleston. Cost is $20. Registration deadline is 18th August. This sounds like a very 
useful workshop for us; as many commissioners as possible are encouraged to attend.

Town Plan: Becky presented results of her research on land application of septic sludge; we have not yet incorporated 
this information into our comments. Jan reported that she sent (July 20) the planning commission the comments we 
had so far on the sections of the town plan we have received to date. She also attended a planning commission 
meeting in case they had any questions. Matt Cota will send us a more recent draft; Jan will forward it to the 
conservation commissioners. She has also spoken with Jenz Hilke, a Fish and Wildlife Dept. conservation biologist, 
who helps town groups create effective town plans. There is no charge for this service. Mr. Hilke has offered to come 
to Plainfield to work with us. When she mentioned this at their meeting, the planning commission welcomed the 
suggestion that Jenz work one evening with both commissions, and if possible, one or more of the Selectboard 
members. Jan will see what dates might work best for everyone and report at our next meeting.  

Rain Garden: Sarah A. reports there’s poison ivy in the rain garden.

Educational Talks: Short brainstorm about possible speakers and topics.

Meadow, Marsh and Mountain: A Journey Through the Natural Landscape of Marshfield: Marshfield’s conservation 
commission has put together an excellent, attractive and interesting booklet, featuring articles and illustrations by 
local writers and artists. Sarah A. brought a copy to show us. It will be available at the co-op and Maple Valley for 
$3.00. (The VT Community Foundation financed initial costs.)

Route 2 Rest Area: Someone  has continued to mow  the area; we still don’t know who.

Next meeting: August 15th, at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jan Waterman, Secretary
Plainfield Conservation Commission


