
Plainfield Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes 15 August, 2012

Present: Sarah Albert, Becky Buchanan, Charlie Cogbill, Kate Harper, Jan Waterman
Guests: Jonathan Decker; Carl Powden, Vermont Land Trust (7:30 – 8:00); Betsy Zeigler and Joey Klein, 
Littlewood Farm (7:35 -8:05)

Minutes: Minutes from July meeting approved.

Conservation Fund: Betsy Zeigler and Joey Klein have been working with Vermont Land Trust (VLT) to 
conserve their entire 32 acre property, Littlewood Farm, by selling a conservation easement. VLT has 
applied to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB) for funding under their Local Farm 
Conservation program. This program requires a 33% ($27,000) local funding match.  VLT submitted an 
application to the Conservation Fund for up to $15,000 of this required match; the remainder will be 
raised through private fundraising efforts by VLT. 

We reviewed the application and discussed the project with Carl, Betsy and Joey. After they left the 
meeting, we discussed our recommendation and voted unanimously to recommend that the Selectboard
use the Conservation Fund to match up to $13,500 of whatever is raised through VLT’s private 
fundraising efforts for this project. (Charlie Cogbill, whose property abuts Littlewood Farm, recused 
himself from the vote.) Sarah A. and Jan will prepare the letter of recommendation for the Selectboard.

Trails workshop: Sarah A. and Jonathan will attend the upcoming Trail Design and Layout workshop, 
Saturday 25th August, 9: a.m. to 1: p.m. at the NE Stewardship Center in West Charleston. We voted and 
approved authorizing reimbursement of registration costs for up to three people to attend.

Town Forest: Sarah will circulate to us the draft letter she’s preparing re: downgrading to trail status the 
section of Gonyeau/Max Gray Rd. bordering the forest. After the trails workshop, Jonathan will use his 
GIS device to help lay out and map some trails in forest. We discussed joining some of the abutting 
landowners when they mark their boundaries on August 24th. We also set a date for a work day at the 
forest: September 16th; with September 23 as a rain date.

Town Plan: Work on the goals and strategies sections of the plan has begun. Kate, Jonathan and Jan will 
meet over the weekend to continue work. Monday, September 17, 7 p.m. is the date set for us to meet 
with the planning commission and Jens Hilke. This meeting will take the place of our regular monthly 
meeting.

Route 2 Rest Area: Douglas Metcalf has expressed an interest in enhancing the rest stop by planting and 
taking care of flowers there. We voted to offer him up to $50 from our budget to purchase perennial  
flowering plants for the area around his father’s memorial stone at the rest area. If he accepts, Jan will 
coordinate a time to provide transportation and Sarah will bring mulch for Douglas to use when he does 
the planting.

Next meeting: September 17th, 7: p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jan Waterman, Secretary
Plainfield Conservation Commission


