
 
Approved Minutes of January 2, 2014 Special Plainfield Select Board Meeting 

 
Present: Select Board members Alice Merrill, David Strong (Chair), and Bram Towbin  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:12 a.m. in the Town Hall. 
 
Agenda items: 
 

• Approve agenda 
• Tour and discussion of renovation work on lower level at Town Hall 
• Approve proposal from David Bailey for carpentry services 
• Authorize work by All-Seasons Foam Urethane to insulate walls 
• Authorize Hutch Bros. Concrete to fill in sewer line channels  
• Approve RFP for TH Events Coordinator 
• Authorize purchase of parking signs in lower village 
• Approve minutes of 12/9 Select Board meeting 

 
Agenda  
Alice moved to approve the agenda, with a second from Bram. The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Tour of level of the lower level of the Town Hall  
Dave noted that the space is being temporarily heated by a portable propane furnace Gary Goulette 
(Allways Plumbing and Heating) brought in and connected to the propane line outside.  
 
The lower level is now open as a result of the volunteer demolition work. Channels have been cut in the 
concrete floor for the sewer pipes for the new bathroom and kitchen, and openings have been made for 
the new boiler room doorway, vent, and pipe chase ways in the former Town Vault.  
 
In order to hold Town Meeting at the Town Hall in March, the following work needs to be completed on 
the lower level: installation of the new, fully-accessible bathroom and the new heating system for the 
main hall.  The contractors doing this renovation work are aware of this deadline and are planning to 
finish this work in a timely manner. 
 
Work is underway on several other areas in addition to the bathroom and heating. Dave led a tour of the 
lower level, describing the work in progress and the work that is planned at various locations, as 
follows: 
  

• Drainage pipes have been installed in the channels cut in the concrete floor.  Allways Plumbing 
and Heating is under contract to do the plumbing for the bathroom and the sink for the kitchen. 
Dave noted that the State Plumbing Inspector, on a visit on 12/30/13, confirmed that a mop wash 
basin and handicapped accessible water fountain will be needed. Those fixtures can be located in 
the area designated as closet space on Sandra Vitzthum’s plans dated 10/21/13. Bram said he had 
a stone farm sink he will donate if it would work.  

 



• A design for the kitchen, prepared by Rick Fournier of Interior Creations on 12/20/13, was 
reviewed. The kitchen area encompasses approximately 100 sf. Rick’s estimate for the cabinets, 
counters, drawers, etc. is $3,834 (materials only). The kitchen will be used for making soup and 
sandwiches, as well as for warming food prepared elsewhere.  

 
• Plans for insulating the walls were discussed. 2” pink board will be fastened by strapping to the 

two walls in the boiler room and to the concrete sections of wall on the east and west sides. The 
walls will then be framed out. Walls not insulated with rigid polystyrene will be insulated by 3 
inches of urethane foam.  

 
• During mold remediation work, lower sections of sheetrock lining the shaft of the lift were 

removed. This sheetrock needs to be replaced. In addition, the lift itself needs to be repaired and 
inspected (this problem pre-dates the closure of the Hall in Sept., 2011). The lift repair work was 
scheduled for tomorrow, but was cancelled due to the snow forecast.   

 
• Materials for reinforcing the 8” by 9.5” beam that spans 13 feet in the lobby have been ordered. 

Gene Troia has this contract, which calls for sistering the beam with four 1 ¾” microlaminates 
and installing hangers on existing floor joists.     

 
• Alana Norway and Aaron Celley are preparing estimates for the electrical work that is needed. 

The State Electrical Inspector was scheduled to visit this morning, but he did not show up. 
Electric work will include removing the remnants of the old knob and tube wiring, moving the 
electric panel to a more central spot, and installing a three-way switch so the upstairs lights can 
be turned on and off without going up to the balcony. Alice suggested the downstairs switch be 
located behind the ticket booth.  

 
• Once Gary Goulette finishes the bathroom plumbing, he will begin installing the heating system 

for the upstairs and replace the baseboard heating elements in the lower level. He is in the 
process of revising his original estimate to include re-use of the existing boiler and adding 
radiation to the stage/bathroom area. Dave noted that Bob Atchinson and Rich Phillips report 
they have some used radiators that might be suitable for the upstairs.    

 
Alice shared information she received from Lisa Ryan about future exterior maintenance work that is to 
be done with funds that remain in the Vermont Housing and Conservation Fund grant after the cost of 
the heating system has been deducted.   
 
Proposal for carpentry services 
David made a motion that the Select Board to accept a proposal from David Bailey to install rigid foam 
sheathing to the concrete walls on the east and west side of the lower level of the Town Hall, to frame in 
the perimeter of the space, and to repair the walls of the lift shaft for an amount not to exceed $1800.  
Bram seconded the motion, which passed 3-0.  
 
Proposal for insulation services  
Alice made a motion to authorize All Seasons Urethane Foam Insulation to install three inches of 
urethane insulation around the perimeter of the lower level of the Town Hall for an amount not to 
exceed $1200.  Bram seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 



 
Proposal for concrete work 
Bram made a motion to authorize Hutch Brothers Concrete to re-fill the drainage channels with  
approximately 1 ½ yards of concrete for an amount not to exceed $800. Alice seconded the motion,  
which passed 3-0.  
 
Request for proposals for Town Hall Events Coordinator 
Dave reported that the ad inviting proposals to provide theater management and events coordination 
services at the Town Hall on a contract basis appeared in the Times Argus on 12/27/13. Another ad is 
scheduled to appear in The Bridge on 01/09/14. Alice will look into placing one in Seven Days. 
Proposals are due by January 22nd.  
 
A draft of the information to be given to people who would like to respond to the request for proposals 
was edited and unanimously approved, as revised, on a motion by Bram, seconded by Alice. Alice will 
send the approved RFP to Linda so she can send it out starting January 4th.  
 
Parking signs in the lower village 
Alice showed the proposed location of three new directional signs or public parking in the lower village 
– two that would point towards the Rec. Field parking lot and one at the intersection of Main Street and 
Creamery that would point to the Park and Ride. Bram made a motion to purchase three public parking 
direction signs from Worksafe for not more than $200. Dave seconded his motion, which passed 3-0.  
Alice will follow up on this. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. on a motion by Alice, seconded by Bram, which passed 3-0.  
 
-David Strong 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
   


