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Plainfield Selectboard meeting of January 7, 2014 
Board members:  Dave Strong, Alice Merrill, and Bram Towbin 
Clerk:  Linda Wells 
 
Dave opened the meeting at 2pm. 
Proposed agenda:  Budget, Town Hall management plan, Parking issues, Public parking 
signs, and Town clerk report. 
Bram made a motion to approve the agenda, Alice seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 
Budget work 
The board worked through the Selectboard portion on the budget and addressed the 
following items that need further research.    
 
The recreation budget was discussed.  Louis LoRe is the contact for the recreation field 
calendar.  He will need to coordinate the mowing with the contractor to be sure the field 
is maintained for the events on the calendar in the coming year.  The recreation mowing 
will be added to the town property mowing budget line. 
 
Alice is to provide a budget for more LED street lighting for the new year. 
 
There is a problem with a catch basin on Main Street causing a storm runoff problem at 
the Mary Lane residence.  Bram will contact the engineering firm Aldrich & Elliot to get 
a cost estimate for repairs.   
 
Linda reported that the current COLA (cost of living) through November 2013 is at 1.5%.  
The 2014/2015 year is a 3% employee step increase year as well.  The board requested 
her to provide budget totals for COLA and for step increases for the next meeting. 
 
Town Hall Budget and Management Plan 
Dave provided a 2014/2015 Town Hall budget and a Town Hall Building Management 
Plan for the board to review.  Both are attached to these minutes. 
 
Dave would like a reserve fund to be created for the Town Hall (the Municipal Building 
and the Fire Station already have them). He explained that the proposed 2014/2015 
budget for the town hall is part of a Management Plan that the Town needs to have under 
the terms of its grant with the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board. Under that 
plan, operations and routine maintenance would be paid through annual budget 
appropriations, while capital improvements and long-term maintenance would be paid for 
with reserve funds. Net income from rental fees would, under this plan, be used to build 
up the reserve fund. This wouldn’t be available for a few years, however, since it is 
proposed that net rental income be used first to repay the loan from the Town’s 
Revolving Loan Fund for the building renovation and repair that is now underway.  
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After much review and discussion, Bram made a motion to warn an article to create a 
reserve fund for the town hall for maintenance and improvements, Alice seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 
Another article will be on the warning to allocate $10,000 to the Town Hall Reserve 
Fund.  
The General Town Building Reserve Fund created at last year’s Town meeting will 
continue to be funded with 2% of each year’s surplus and used for other town building 
repairs and maintenance (unless a motion is introduced to rescind it).  
 
Public Parking Signs 
Alice ordered new signs to direct people to available public parking.  She will meet with 
Bram and Mike, the Road Foreman, to discuss placement at designated places in the 
village.  
 
Highway Budget and Winter Parking 
Bram will work with Mike, the Road Foreman, for pricing on a backhoe or excavator 
purchase and bring to the next budget meeting.   
 
Bram reported vehicles have been towed as requested by Mike due to snow and or icy 
streets in the village.  The parking ban is no parking from 11pm to 6am and will be 
enforced as Mike feels is necessary to keep the roads clear.  This policy is posted and has 
been put on public forums and landlords have been notified.   
Bram will alert people again in the community that this policy will be enforced.   
 
The board has scheduled a public hearing for January 29, 2013 to discuss a plan for 
studying the village bridges and options for improvements or replacement.     
 
Town Renovation 
Dave reported that the VT State Plumbing Inspector told Gary Goulette, who is doing the 
plumbing work, that the town needs to have an ADA approved water fountain and a mop 
sink at the Town Hall.  Dave said that the cost for a single ADA approved fountain is 
about $1400 and a dual bi-level fountain costs roughly $2100.  Sandy Vitzthum, an 
Architect working for the town, has advised us that we could apply for a variance, since 
this is not a new construction project.  The board tabled a decision pending further 
information. 
 
Dave made a motion to adjourn at 4:30pm, Bram seconded the motion and the motion 
carried.   
 
Respectfully submitted  
Linda B. Wells 
    


