
Minutes Selectboard Jan. 9, 2014 
Location: Municipal Building Meeting Room 
Attendees: David Strong,  Bram Towbin, Pat Martin 
Meeting began 4:08 PM 
Agenda:  
Fire Dept Budget 
Conservation Commission Requests 
Misc. Follow up on previous meetings items 
Town Hall Update 
Town Plan Edits 
David put forward a motion to approve agenda. Bram seconded. Approved unanimously. 
Alice Merrill arrives at 4:20PM 
Chief Martin presented the Fire Dept. budget. The two main changes from last year were the 
removal of the line item for the centennial celebration and the proposed stipend for EMT workers. 
All other items remained relatively level funded. Pat wanted EMT workers to receive a $250 to 
$300 annual stipend.  The numbers of calls has grown combined with the increased amount of 
time required to obtain the certification. Plainfield currently covers Marshfield’s EMT calls so the 
town of Marshfield would contribute to the proposed funding. The amount Chief Martin requests is 
$1,500 per annum by Plainfield.  The sum is also being requested to the town of Marshfield 
bringing the total annual amount to $3,000. There was a lengthy discussion regarding the actual 
accounting of these funds. Chief Martin is going to consult with Town Clerk Wells on the best 
approach in designing a method to account for the different taxpayer sources. In addition Chief 
Martin will submit the actual requirements for receiving such a stipend which will include having a 
valid cert and a minimum number of call responses. 
4:30PM Jan Waterman enters 
 
4:50 Chief Martin leaves as discussion over Fire Dept budget ends.  
4:52 Discussion of request by Conservation Commission begins. 
At the last meeting (on Tues Jan. 7) there was confusion over whether the Conservation 
Commission was making the annual request for $500 for tree work. Jan confirmed that they are 
making the request. She explained the need for the fund in order to attract more conservation 
grant money for the town and to secure planting and maintenance of town trees. In addition Jan 
requested funds to cover the match for an measure encouraged by the town plan: to inventory 
and map, on a town level, critical wildlife and natural resources.  It was suggested that she circle 
back to the planning commission and discuss hard numbers for the study and the match. 
5:05PM Selectman Towbin follows up on various items as the Conservation Commission 
discussion ends and Jan leaves. 
 
The decision whether to renew our contract with Humane Society will be delayed until we receive 
proposals from two other facilities recommended by the new Animal Control Officer Pickel. He 
also recommends viewing the language of the animal control statues of Barre Town as a 
guideline for our new regs.  
The engineer who is studying the Mill and Creamery drainage problem has been contacted and 
asked how much a detailed study would cost to address the water issues. 
Constable Cushing suggested a careful overview of the traffic stop reports before renewing the 
Sheriff Department annual contract. This would give insight into the amount of funds the town 
receives from traffic violations in addition to where enforcement is occurring. 
5:10PM Town Hall Discussion Begins 
David puts forward a motion to allocate $90 for an advertisement in the Bridge newspaper for a 
Manager for the Town Hall. This person would drive revenue and establish the refurbished 
building as a venue for visiting artists and others. Alice seconds. Motion passes unanimously.  
Bram puts forward a motion to allocate $75 to the online version of 7 Days for the same purpose.  
David seconds. Motion passes unanimously. 
Bram puts forward a motion to allocate $2,550 for Gene Troia, of Quaker Hill Building, to frame 
out the new handicapped accessible bathroom, vestibule and ticket booth. David seconds. Motion 
passes unanimously. 



Alice puts forward a motion to allocate $2,250 for David Bailey to construct rear stairs and a back 
deck. This work is required to bring the rear exit up to code. David seconds. Motion passes 
unanimously. 
Bram puts forward a motion to allocate $650 to Country Floors in layout ceramic tiles in the new 
handicapped accessible bathroom. Alice seconds. Motion passes unanimously.  
Alice puts forward a motion to request that Sandy Vitzthum request a variance in order to avoid 
installing a water fountain and a mop sink. David seconds.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
5:30 PM Discussion of Town Hall ends and focus turns to Town Plan. 
Alice, David and Bram have a number of edits they are submitting to Planning Commission. Alice 
is scheduled to meet with that body to review language. 
5:40 Bram makes a motion to adjourn meeting. Alice seconds. Motion passes unanimously. 
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