
Approved 1/13/14 Select Board Meeting Minutes   
 
Present:  David Strong, Bram Towbin, Alice Merrill, Linda Wells, Janice Walrafen 
 
6:36 pm David called the meeting to order  
 
Agenda reviewed.  Move to approve by Alice, second by Dave, passed 3-0. 
 
Janice Walrafen (DRB Chair) and the Board reviewed the DRB budget for FY 2014-15. 
 
7:03 pm Eric Blaisdell and Keith Swann arrive, Janice leaves 
 
Public Comment/Announcements 
Dave read an announcement about the Plainfield Historical Society’s Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 26th at 2 pm at Goddard College in the Clock House. The meeting will feature 
panelists Joanne Edwards, Nancy Martin and Ben Koenig discussing Plainfield’s past.  For more 
information call Dan at 454-1102. 
 
Town Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 
Linda requested that the Select Board sign papers for the loan ageement for the water line 
improvement project which has been approved by the voters to include more funds for the study.  
 
A meeting to prepare the proposed FY14/15 Town budget is scheduled for Thursday, January 
16th at 3 pm. Linda will provide salary information. We are still waiting for information from the 
Fire Chief and from the new Animal Control Officer.   
 
Road Foreman/Road Commissioner Report 
Bram went over the winter parking rules.  
 
He and Mike are talking with various equipment dealers about new equipment options, with the 
issue being whether to replace the old backhoe with a new one or to purchase an excavator 
instead of a backhoe.  
 
Bram made a motion to certify that the current road mileage is the same as last year, which was 
seconded by Alice and approved 3-0.  
 
Environmental Court Decision on the Goddard Woodchip Heating Plant 
Dave read excerpts of the opinion of the Environmental Court dated January 6, 2014, affirming 
the decision of the Plainfield DRB on the Goddard woodchip heating plant.  
The appellants have 30 days to appeal the decision to the Vermont Supreme Court. 
 
7:15 pm Faith Brown enters. 
 
Goddard’s Leadership Transition 
Dave read an email he received from Lauren Moye, Goddard’s Development Officer, 
announcing that she will be leaving Goddard in January to work in Norwich College’s 



development office. He expressed his appreciation for the assistance her office provided the 
Town during her tenure at Goddard – including helping to fund Front Porch Forum and a 
generous contribution to the Town Hall Fund. 
 
He further noted that Ms. Moye’s letter mentioned that Avram Patt is Acting President of 
Goddard and suggested that the Select Board be in touch with Mr. Patt to express its interest in 
having the Town represented on the search committee for the new president.  
 
Faith provided Avram’s email address. Bram will contact Avram with this request on behalf of 
the Select Board. 
 
7:25 pm Faith exits 
 
Town FY14/15 budget update 
Dave reported that the Select Board has held three meetings on the FY14/15 Town budget and 
that another meeting is scheduled for January 16th at 3 pm.   
 
Town Plan 
Dave reported that Alice has worked with Will Colgan to edit the proposed Plan. The Select 
Board held a public hearing on the Plan in September, 2013, and several revisions have been 
made since then. Although there have not been any substantial changes to the concepts, meaning, 
or extent of the Plan, enough changes have been made to warrant another hearing.  
 
7:37 pm Will Colgan enters.   
 
Will stated that the Planning Commission will be meeting on Monday, January 20th to finalize 
the latest draft. He will make copies available the next day. 
 
Dave made a motion to warn a public hearing on the proposed new Town Plan on Wednesday, 
February 5th at 7 pm at the United Methodist Church in Plainfield (pending confirmation). Alice 
seconded the motion, which passed 3-0.  
 
7:48 pm Will exits 
 
Sound system for Town Meeting 
The Select Board discussed a quote that Keith obtained from the Guitar Center in Burlington for 
sound equipment for Town Meeting in the amount of $772.86.  Keith will ask Guitar Sam in 
Montpelier for a quote for similar equipment.  
 
7:55 pm Gail Falk enters 
 
Notice of Conveyance for Town/Co-op boundary adjustment 
The potential exchange of right of ways and a boundary line adjustment between the Town and 
the Co-op was described, using a survey prepared by Paul Hannon. A minimum of 30 days prior 
to acting on this, a Notice of Conveyance needs to be warned.  
 



Dave moved that the Select Board authorize the attorney for the Town to prepare a notice of 
conveyance for the proposed action, and that Linda arrange for it to be printed in the Town’s 
official paper. Bram seconded the motion, which passed 3-0.  
 
Alice will inquire whether or not a permit from the Zoning Administrator or the DRB is 
necessary to make this boundary line adjustment.  
 
7:56 pm Gail exits 
 
Animal Shelter/Animal Control  
Bram reviewed proposals from animal shelters that our new Animal Control Officer, Justin 
Pickel, works with. Random Rescue of Williamstown, VT I a shelter for canines as well as a 
shelter for felines in Washington, VT. Bram reported that Justin recommends the Town make 
arrangements with these shelters rather than continue with the Humane Society, because of the 
level and range of service they provide. Bram also believes it may cost less than the $800 the 
Town currently pays for animal shelter services. 
 
Bram will contact these shelters to let them know the Town wouldn’t need their services until 
July 1st.  
 
It was agreed that a future discussion of revised Animal Control Ordinance is needed. The Town 
needs to approve a draft, then hold a public hearing on it. After that, a revised ordinance can be 
adopted by the Select Board. Bram will work on drafting a revised ordinance.  
 
Town Hall update 
Dave distributed a time-table for various phases of work that are planned for the Town Hall in 
order to have it ready for Town Meeting. He reviewed work that has been finished and work that 
is in progress. He also noted that the plan is not to finish the remodeling of the lower level 
(which will take more time and money), but to do what is necessary to receive a temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy for the main hall to be used for Town Meeting.  
 
Dave made a motion to accept Alana Norway’s proposal to remove the old 50 amp electric panel 
from the outside of the Town Hall, run a new service wire, and install a new 100 amp panel in 
the center of the lower level for an amount not to exceed $1,072.95. Alice seconded the motion, 
which passed 3-0. 
 
Dave made a motion to accept Alana Norway’s offer to demo the old wiring on the lower level, 
and install a 3-way switch for the lights upstairs on a time and materials basis. Alice seconded 
the motion, all in favor. 
 
Dave reported that Wayne Duncan, a State Electrical Inspector, advised the Town that, because 
the electric generator for the Town Hall does not provide enough electricity for the entire 
building, the automatic transfer switch needs to be removed and a manual transfer switch needs 
to be installed to meet code requirements. Brook Field Service, which services the generator, 
gave the Town a quote of $700 to do this work.  
 



Alice made a motion to accept the proposal from Brook Field Service to remove the automatic 
transfer switch and install a manual transfer switch for the generator at the Town Hall. Bram 
seconded the motion, which passed 3-0.  
 
Dave read an email from Sandy Vitzthum, the architect, saying that she spoke with the chief 
plumbing inspector for the State and that a water fountain will not have to be installed in the 
lower level, but a sink that can be used to fill a mop bucket should be installed. He added that he 
spoke with Gary Goulette, who will revise his estimate for the plumbing to include that work. 
  
The Town Hall Fund Drive raised $39,813.50 in donations and pledges between the kick-off in 
February, 2013 and December 31, 2013. Since then, another $1200 has been raised. By the end 
of the fiscal year (June 30), the Town Hall Revitalization Committee hopes to bring that total to 
$55,000, and projects that $20,000 remaining in the $75,000 drive will be raised in the FY14/15 
fiscal year. 
 
The Town Hall Fund has an online site which features a short video by Keith. Contributions can 
be made at www.razoo.com under “Plainfield Town Hall”.     
 
The Town Hall Revitalization Committee will be meeting on January 21st to mail out notices of 
contributions to the Town Hall for tax deductions.  
 
Alice has edited the draft Management Plan for the Town Hall. Dave has a few additions he 
would like to include. The draft Plan calls for the net proceeds of income from the Town Hall to 
pay for long-term maintenance and capital improvements, and for annual appropriations to pay 
for operating costs and minor maintenance.  
 
The Plan also calls for paid theater management services. The deadline for proposals to be 
submitted for this service is January 22nd. 
 
Dave requested that a special meeting be set up with Gary Goulette, Rich Phillips, Bob 
Atchinson, Linda Wells, and the Select Board to finalize plans for the heating system and to 
confirm that the heating system will be ready for Town Meeting. Dave proposed that it be held 
on Friday, January 17th at 8:30 am at the Town Hall. He will contact Gary, Rich and Bob.  
 
Dave also noted that LWI Metalworks, which was the low bidder for the metal ramp from 
Harvey Hill Road to the stage area of the Town Hall, has requested that the workscope be revised 
to eliminate the pressure-treated stringers and to substitute steel channels. Their original proposal 
as for $6,231. This included metal handrails extending from the ramp up Harvey Hill Road. 
Their revised estimate is $6,377 and does not include the roadside rails.  
 
Bram moved to accept the revised proposal of $6,377 from LWI Metalworks. Alice seconded the 
motion, which was approved 3-0. 
 
CDBG-DR grant 
Bram reported that he will be meeting with an engineer and local residents about the proposed 
study of possible alternatives to the last two bridges on the Great Brook. The meeting will be 



tomorrow at 3 pm.  The engineers will prepare an estimate of the cost of the study which will be 
the basis of the Town’s Community Development Block Grant application. 
 
Local Emergency Operations Plan 
The Town has received notice that it needs to update its Local Emergency Operations Plan 
before May 1st each year. Linda forwarded the new form to be used to Rob Bridges, the Town’s 
Emergency Coordinator.   
 
Traffic signs 
Three new parking lot location signs have been received and will be installed.  Alice pointed out 
that we may need some new stop signs if we do not receive the VTrans grant for three radar 
speed signs. If that happens, we will need to change our traffic ordinance. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of December 23, 2013 were approved as amended on a motion by Dave, seconded 
by Bram.  
 
The minutes of January 7, 2014 were approved as amended on a motion by Bram, seconded by 
Alice. 
 
The minutes of January 9, 2014 were approved as amended on a motion by Dave, seconded by 
Bram. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm on a motion by Bram, seconded by Alice, which was 
approved.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Strong 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


