
Plainfield Selectboard meeting January 16, 2014 at 3pm 
Board members:  Dave Strong, Bram Towbin, and Alice Merrill 
Clerk:  Linda Wells 
Dave opened the meeting at 3:08pm. 
 
Agenda:  Finalize the budget  
Bram moved to approve the agenda, Alice seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
There will be a Selectboard budget meeting tomorrow at 8:30am at Town Hall to discuss 
the heating system for the hall and other renovation items. 
 
The board discussed salary increases for town employees.  The 2013 COLA is currently 
1.5% and July 2015 is a 3% step increase year. After reviewing the personnel policy the 
board approved a step increase of 3% for all town employees.   
 
Bram made a motion to give a 3% COLA increase to all town employees, as written in 
the personnel policy beginning July 2014, Alice seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 
Bram reported that the board needs to consider a purchase or lease of an excavator or a 
backhoe for the highway department.  He will gather more information and report back at 
a future meeting. 
 
Bram recommended that the town switch animal shelter services from the Central VT 
Humane Society to two facilities in Williamstown as recommended by our new Animal 
Control Officer.  The board will also review other town’s animal ordinances and make 
revisions to better suit our animal control needs. 
 
The Conservation Commission will be applying for grant funds for mapping and 
inventory of critical wildlife and natural resources in the town.  The town match for the 
grant is $2,333.  The board added this to the CC budget. 
 
Alice advised that new LED’s for the recreation field have been delivered.  This cost will 
come out of the current year’s recreation field budget. 
 
Alice reported that Bob Atchinson, the Energy Coordinator, also wants to apply funds 
from the Park ‘n Ride grant to put a solar array on the roof of the town WW plant.  This 
will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
The board completed the remainder of the 2014/215 budget. 
 
Bram made a motion to adjourn at 4:45pm, Alice seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
Respectfully submitted, Linda Wells 
 


