
APPROVED   Plainfield Selectboard meeting on January 17, 2014 at the Town Hall 
8:30am. 
Board:  Dave Strong, Alice Merrill, and Bram Towbin 
Clerk:  Linda Wells 
Guests:  Gary Goulette of Allways Plumbing and Heating, Rich Phillips, Bob Atchinson, 
and Ed Hutchinson. 
Dave called the meeting to order at 8:30am. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to approve a heating system for the town hall.  The goal is 
to have heat so Town Meeting can be held here again. 
The Electrician, Ramp contractor, and contractor for the back stairway have all been 
approved and work is to be completed in time for town meeting. 
 
The group discussed using the existing Buderus boiler for the town hall building and 
moving it to an alternate site in the old town vault.  The boiler capacity has 75,000 BTU’s 
which can be used but the building will need to be insulated very well to be sufficiently 
heated.  
Rich Phillips stated the building heat needs measured at 20,000 BTU’s for the first floor 
and an additional 80,000 BTU’s for the second floor. 
 
Gary of Allways stated that he could move the Buderus boiler from its current location to 
the space where the old town vault was located.  There is ample room for an additional 
boiler should one be needed to properly heat the building.  The heat will be distributed 
with baseboard heaters in the lower level.    
He recommended a 32 gallon on demand hot water heater, heated by the boiler rather 
than an electric water heater.  The tank water will be heated by the propane boiler on 
demand.  The boiler will not run any other time during the warm months.   
A temporary gas line will need to be put in to the back of the building area and then 
permanently moved in the spring. 
 
Dave stated the generator electrical panel will remain in the old boiler room where it is.  
The generator is not big enough to provide the whole building with power so a bigger  
generator will be needed should the town hall be designated as an emergency shelter.    
 
There was discussion about the possible use of old cast iron radiators that Rich Phillips 
offered to the town, compared with new panel radiator units.  Gary said he had liability 
concerns about the use of cast iron radiators. 
 
After further discussion, Bram made a motion to accept the proposal from Allways 
Plumbing and Heating in the amount of $20,083.  If there are changes in the heat 
distribution system, the board will amend the contract at that time, Alice seconded the 
motion and the motion passed.   
Dave will check with Preservation Trust of VT and VHCB to see if they are suitable for 
the hall.   



The town will also need to install an air exchange system in the attic before the building 
insulation is done. There is currently plenty of air until the insulating is completed in the 
spring.   
Bob Atchinson, Ed Hutchinson, Rich Phillips, and Linda Wells exited at 9:40am 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Wells 
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9:45    
Discussion about panel radiators vs baseboard heat.  Gary suggested the installation of 
fans under the stage to move air around to prevent the pipes from freezing and fans on the 
ceiling to blow air downward. 
 
9:55 Gary left 
Board reviewed Alana Norway’s revised proposal for electrical work in the amount 
$4,782.36 .  David moved to accept the proposal, Bram seconded, passed 3-0. 
 
10:00 Bram moved to adjourn, David seconded, passed 3-0. 
 
 
Submitted by Alice Merrill 
 


