
APPROVED 
Minutes of January 22, 2014 Special Plainfield Select Board Meeting 

 
Present: Select Board members Alice Merrill, David Strong (Chair), and Bram Towbin 
Linda Wells, Town Clerk, participated in portions of the discussion on the budget and on warned articles  
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:14 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
Agenda items: 
 

• Approve agenda 
• Discussion of policy regarding warned articles 
• Review of the draft 2014/2015 budget 
• Kiosk issues 
• Radiators for new heating system at Town Hall 
• New Rec Field parking lot lights 

 
Agenda  
Alice moved to approve the agenda, with a second from Bram. The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Warned articles 
Alice and Linda reported on their communications with Ben Graham about his interest having the Select 
Board warn a non-binding resolution in support of the creation of a State Bank at Town Meeting. Linda 
advised Ben how to petition for a warned article and that the deadline for petitions is tomorrow at 4 pm.  
 
After discussion, Bram proposed that the Select Board adopt a policy regarding non-petition-based 
articles to be warned at Town Meeting as follows: that they should only be considered if the issue 
involved falls under the Town’s jurisdiction; if it is outside the Town’s purview, it would need to be 
supported by a petition.  Alice seconded the motion, which was approved 3-0.  
 
Based on that policy, Linda will let Ben know that he will need to submit a petition with 46 signatures in 
order for the Select Board to warn an article in support of a State Bank at the March 4th Town Meeting. 
She will also advise him that a motion on non-binding resolution can be made from the floor under “new 
business”.  
 
Budget review    
The Select Board’s portion of the budget was reviewed and some revisions were made. Linda will 
incorporate those changes into the next draft. The budget will be subject to discussion and approval at 
the January 27th meeting of the Select Board. 
 
Kiosk issues 
Alice reported that the lights on the kiosk appear to be too bright. She added that Alana Norway has 
volunteered to install a dimmer at no cost. She also reported that a review of the project has shown that 
Mike Russell, the contractor who built the kiosk, was overpaid by $365. She has left phone messages for 
him. Ben Graham, who acted as General Contractor on the kiosk project, has agreed to follow up on this 
for the Town.  



 
Radiators for the new Town Hall heating system 
Dave reported that, following up on the January 17th meeting about the new heating system, he has 
emailed Preservation Trust of Vermont and the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board inquiring 
about the compatibility of the type of radiator panels Allways Plumbing and Heating has proposed to 
install with the historic character of the Hall. He has heard from Ann Cousins at Preservation Trust that 
similar panels have been used at other historic buildings in Vermont.  
 
He further reported that the contractor is designing the system and will run it past the Select Board once 
he has finished. The question of substituting cast iron radiators for radiant panels beneath four hall 
windows can be discussed at that time. Dave noted that the contractor would want the Town to exempt 
him from any liability if the old radiators are to be installed.    
 
New Rec Field parking lights 
Alice reported that the two new LED lights for the Rec Field parking lot have arrived and that they are 
on Green Mountain Power’s schedule for installation.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. on a motion by Alice, seconded by Bram, which passed 3-0.  
 
- Minutes taken by D. Strong 
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