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Plainfield Select Board Meeting 

January 27, 2014 

APPROVED 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson David Strong (Chair), Selectperson Bram Towbin, Faith Brown, Greg Light, 

Video Recorder Zach Zorn, Linda Wells, and Mary Fleming Minutes Recorder.  

 

7:03 P.M.   Called to order  

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the agenda with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion 

passed, 2-0. 

 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Greg Light was in attendance representing the Fire Department.  He stated there has been a consistent 

problem with parking spaces designated for the Fire Department being filled by the general public.   

 

He inquired if different signage or parking lines can be used to resolve the parking issue.   

 

Clerk Wells stated she has flyers indicating no parking, which can be put under the windshield wipers of 

cars parking in Fire Department spots, to try to alleviate this problem.   

 

Greg asked if the Town Office Staff could distribute these flyers to cars parking in the Fire Department’s 

area, when they see the spots filled.   

 

Clerk Wells indicated they would do this. 

 

Faith Brown, CEO of Goddard, stated that they should have an interim president in place in the next two 

weeks. 

 

7:11 P.M. Faith and Greg exited. 

 

TOWN CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Clerk Wells submitted the Annual Letter of Agreement for Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) 

Cost Tables Services to the Board for the Chair’s signature and to approve payment of $238.81 to the 

Department of Taxes.   

 

Selectperson Towbin moved that the Chair sign the Annual Letter of Agreement for Computer Assisted 

Mass Appraisal (CAMA) Cost Tables Services approving payment of $238.81 to the Department of Taxes 

with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 2-0.   

 

Clerk Wells submitted a warrant for animal control services for signature by the Board.  
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7:15 P.M. Gary Goulette entered. 

 

Clerk Wells stated there is a TA65 form from the Agency of Transportation the Board needs to sign 

finalizing the grant the Town is receiving for the AOT funding of the Country Club Road project. 

 

She submitted a shelter agreement between the American Red Cross and Goddard College to the Town 

for their review.     

 

ADOPTION OF TOWN MEETING WARNINGS 

 

Clerk Wells submitted the warning and petitions for the Town Meeting to the Board for approval. 

 

Selectperson Strong moved to accept the Town Meeting Warning with a second from Selectperson 

Towbin.  The motion passed, 2-0.   

 

REVIEW OF FY14/15 TOWN 

 

Selectperson Strong moved to accept the proposed/actual Select Board budget, including the Fire 

Department and Highway Department budgets, with changes with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  

The motion passed, 2-0.   

 

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

 

Selectperson Towbin stated that the Town’s current backhoe is worn out.   

 

He went on to say that they are going through the pros and cons of purchasing either another backhoe 

or an excavator.  They have been talking to dealers about this. 

 

 DISCUSSION OF NEW HOT WATER HEATING DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN TOWN HALL 

 

Selectperson Strong stated that the Town Hall work has to be done in keeping with the historical 

character of the building, due to the funding from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board. 

 

The installation of the heating system will need to follow this guideline in order for the Town to use 

these funds.    

 

Selectperson Strong stated that Gary Goulette will be doing this installation and he is here to discuss the 

details of it. 

 

Gary submitted a sketch of wall mounted radiators set up in the Town Hall to the Board for review. 

 

He described them as Eco style radiant panels.  He said the use of multiple small heating units like these 

will provide a good supply of heat throughout the space. 

 

Clerk Wells submitted the TA65 form for the Select Board’s signature.   
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Selectperson Strong stated that he had received an e-mail from Karen Freeman and Ann Cousins stating 

they are fine with this type of heating, and to go ahead and get the heating system installed. 

 

Gary stated that these more modern heating system units have increased the amount of the original 

proposed amount for the heating system by $5,800.00.  

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the contract for the heating system in the Town Hall for the 

amount of $26,083.22 to be completed by February 27th, 2014, with a second from Selectperson Strong.   

The motion passed 2-0.    

 

DISCUSS STATUS OF CO-OP/TOWN BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

 

The required notice for the Co-op /Town Boundary adjustment and right-of-way has gone into the paper 

and has been running for a couple of days.   

 

It is legally required that the notice run publically for thirty days. Therefore, no further action can be 

taken until this time period has passed.   

 

APPROVE PROPOSED EASEMENT WITH VHCB CONCERNING TOWN HALL 

 

7:52 P.M. Gary exited. 

 

This historic preservation easement for the Town Hall has been warned in the newspaper for thirty days. 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the historic easement for the Town Hall with a second from 

Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 2-0. 

 

Selectperson Strong read the notice that the closing is going ahead on the sale of development rights on 

the Little Wood Farm and the request for disbursement of the Town’s portion of $12,000.00 in funds, 

which is part of the conservation sale. 

 

DISCUSSION OF LATEST TOWN PLAN DRAFT 

 

Selectperson Strong stated there will be a public hearing on the Town Plan in the Grace Methodist 

Church on February 5th, at 7:00 P.M.   

 

A hearing on the Community Block Grant will follow. 

 

7:57 P.M. Dave Braun of Stone Environmental, Dan Currier with the CVRPC, and Shawn White with 

The Friends of the Winooski entered. 

 

PRESENTATON ON OUTFALL MONITORING AND ROAD/STORMWATER SYSTEM STUDY 

 

Shawn stated that the Towns of Plainfield, Marshfield, and Cabot have been part of a field study on 

town infrastructure to determine how class three and four dirt roads, culverts, and storm water outfalls 

affects the Winooski River and to provide useful information from it for the Towns.  
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Shawn stated part of the outfall monitoring for this project was to test the headwaters in the Winooski 

and they have high ecoli levels.   

 

She went on to say that they mapped out a course of areas to test to find out where the source of this is 

coming from. This was done by outfall monitoring.  They assessed nineteen outfalls in Plainfield by 

conducting a series of water quality tests.   

 

The outfalls were tested for ammonia, chlorine and detergents.   The test for detergents was to leave an 

OB pad in the outfall for a week to detect optical brighteners that are present in laundry detergent.  If 

there were detergents present it would cause the pad to fluoresce.  If any of these tests were positive, 

then they followed up with e-coli testing. 

 

There was a catch basin on the corner of Martin Meadow and Town Avenue  that did prove positive for 

optical brighteners, however it tested negative for e-coli.   

  

Dave Braun stated he found a 1962 sewer map for this area, and he thinks it is an old sewer line tied into 

the catch basin. 

 

8:07 P.M. Bob Atchinson entered. 

 

Dave stated they would like to go back in the early spring and complete the dye testing. 

 

He went to say he thinks they will find the source of the detergents spilling into the basin in the spring.   

 

Shawn stated there are some other outfalls that are causing erosion and some that are damaged.  

 

She submitted full reports on the outfalls to the Board. 

 

Dan submitted a report on class 3 & 4 roads contributing sediment into the surface water.   

 

He also submitted a map indicating erosion sites included in the report.   

 

He went on to report that thirty one sites were looked at in Plainfield.  They looked at how much water 

was running down the site, if the area was sloped, the type of soil cover, if it was close to surface water 

and the type of erosion they saw.   They documented this with photos and written descriptions. 

 

He went on to say there are eight top problem sites in the report and there is information included to 

remedy these sites.   

 

Dan went on to say the Town could consider pursing a “Better Back Roads Grant” to fund some of these 

remedies. 

 

Selectperson Towbin will pass the report along to Mike Nolan, Road Forman.   

 

Dan stated there is also an “Eco System Restoration Grant” the Town could purse. 

 

He stated another area of study in this project was aquatic organ passage. 
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He submitted a report on this to the Board, also. 

 

In this report, they looked at culvert and storm drain areas and there are a total of nineteen sites that 

are a problem.    This study looked at whether or not an organism can pass through the structure or not. 

 

He stated that the sites that are eligible could be retrofitted to accommodate all organisms strong, 

medium, and weak swimmers. 

 

Selectperson Towbin stated he would pass this report on to the Conservation Commission.   

 

Dan went on to say that the VT Fish and Wildlife Department has money to fix these types of structures, 

if the Town is interested in pursuing any of the findings in this report.  

 

Dan stated a full report on this entire project will be provided to the Town.   

 

8:46 P.M.  Dave, Shawn, and Dan exited. 

 

DRAINAGE PROBLEM ON PROPERTY AT NORTHWEST CORNER OF MAIN & CREAMERY 

 

Selectperson Towbin stated that one of the drains at the northeast corner of Main and Creamery Streets 

was under-engineered.  This is causing the basement in one of the houses on the corner to flood.  

 

He read an e-mail from Aldrich and Elliot Engineering stating that the cost of a study to produce a report 

on correcting the problem would be $4,000.00. 

 

Selectperson Towbin will review this with Greg Chamberlin of the Water/Waste Water Commission.   

 

REVIEW OF PROPOSALS FOR THEATER MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

 

Selectperson Strong stated they had received three responses to the request for proposals to manage 

events at the Town Hall.   

 

He went on to state that a work plan along with projections of events and revenue has been submitted 

by Linda Winter. 

 

Jade Walker and Sara Lowery have submitted an open ended proposal based on community group 

meetings to brain storm event ideas. 

 

Ben T. Matchstick has submitted a detailed proposal outlining his qualifications and ideas. 

 

Selectperson Strong suggested the three candidates meet with the Board on February 12th. 

 

Selectperson Tobin agreed with this, and Selectperson Strong will follow up with the submitters. 

 

8:58 P.M. Bob exited. 

 

REVIEW DRAFT OF SELECT BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 
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Selectperson Strong stated he has drafted the Annual Report and it has been revised by Selectperson 

Merrill. 

 

Selectperson Strong has drafted a budget for the Town Hall project.  It summarizes all expenses and 

revenue to date, and it includes projections for the rest of the expenses to complete the project.   

 

It also contains the fundraising totals to date, projections of further funds that need to be raised, 

projected revenue, and all the grant funding money. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 13
TH

, 2014 

 

Selectperson Strong tabled the minutes of January 13th. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 16
TH

, 2014 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the minutes of January 16th  with minor changes with a second 

from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 2-0. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 17
TH

, 2014 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the minutes of January 17th with a second from Selectperson 

Strong.  The motion passed, 2-0. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2014 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the minutes of January 22nd with a second from Selectperson 

Strong.  The motion passed, 2-0. 

 

9:06 P.M. Selectperson Strong moved to adjourn with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The 

motion passed, 2-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Mary Fleming 

  

__________________________                      

Select Board Chair, David Strong                      

  

 __________________________                  ______________________________ 

Selectperson, Bram Towbin                         Date 

 

 


