
Approved Minutes of February 5, 2014 Public Hearing on proposed CDBG-DR grant application 
 
Present: Select Board members Alice Merrill and David Strong, Dan Currier and George Springston 
 
Alice called the meeting to order at 7:26 p.m. in the downstairs of the Grace United Methodist Church. 
 
Alice explained the reason for the hearing is to receive public comment on a Community Development 
Block Grant the Town is planning to apply for to help pay for an engineering study to find ways of 
preventing debris at the last two bridges (in the lower village) on the Great Brook during flood events.  
 
Alice introduced Dan Currier of the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission, who has been 
assisting the Town with its application. He explained that the engineering cost of the “Great Brook 
Bridge Alternatives Analysis” has been estimated at $31,500, which is the cost noted in the warning for 
this hearing. Once the hearing is completed, the Town can submit its application to the Vermont Agency 
of Commerce and Community Development, which is administering this federal grant program. Were 
this study to be funded, it could be followed by a CDBG-DR implementation grant to help pay for the 
cost of the alternative chosen by the Select Board.  
 
George reviewed the work scope of the study and said that he thought it would yield excellent 
information. 
 
 It was noted that the Town’s required match is 10%, and that close to this amount, $3,000, is included 
in the proposed FY14/15 Town Budget for Town Meeting on March 4th.   
 
Dan noted that the Town can manage the project itself or it can contract with someone else for that 
service. He noted that up to 5% of the project cost can be used to pay for grant administration, and that 
CVRPC can manage the grant for that amount. If 5% administrative costs were included, the total 
estimated cost would be $33,158 with $1,658 earmarked for administration.  
 
David remarked that the Select Board will have to decide whether or not to include administrative costs 
in its application. Alice suggested it might be possible to reallocate some funds in the proposed Town 
Highway budget for the Town’s share of 10% or $166 in administrative expenses.  
 
Dan further noted that the engineers who prepared the estimate of the alternatives study recommended a 
structural inspection and report on the two existing bridges be done, which would cost an additional 
$9,200.  After discussion, the general sentiment was that this task should not be included in this grant. If 
additional studies are needed, they could be funded with another grant, including the implementation 
grant. 
 
Dan recommended that a Request for Proposals be sent out soon, made contingent upon the receipt of 
the grant. He will meet with Linda Wells and Bram Towbin this Friday to help them complete the grant 
application.  
 
Alice made a motion to close the hearing, which was seconded by David. The hearing ended at 7:45 pm 
 
- Minutes taken by D. Strong 
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