
APPROVED 
Minutes of February 5, 2014 Public Hearing on the 2014 Plainfield Town Plan 

 
Present: Select Board members Alice Merrill and David Strong 
Rob Bridges, Will Colgan, Dan Currier, and Paula Emery 
 
Alice called the meeting, in the downstairs of the Grace United Methodist Church in Plainfield, to order 
at 7:05 p.m.  
 
Alice distributed copies of the latest draft Plainfield Town Plan. 
 
Will, as chairperson of the Planning Commission, briefly reviewed the process followed in developing 
this document. Will explained that the Planning Commission developed the draft plan with public input 
over the course of several years. In July, it submitted its draft the Select Board, which held a public 
hearing on the draft Plan in September, 2013. Since that time, several changes have been made, mostly 
involving strategies and priorities. The document under review this evening was approved by the 
Planning Commission at its January 20th meeting. If no significant changes result from this hearing, the 
Select Board can adopt the Plan.    
 
Rob suggested changes on pages 40 and 44 to reference the newly-designated Red Cross Emergency 
Shelter at Goddard.  
 
Rob also asked what the “Build-out” projection meant.  Dan Currier, the GIS Information Specialist at 
Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission, responded that he developed the build-out map for the 
Planning Commission six years or so ago. Build-out projections are based on zoning regulations and the 
amount of space available for new construction.  
 
Rob asked a follow-up question about how the boundaries of zoning districts were established. Will 
replied that they were mapped out 20-30 years ago and no changes have been made since then. 
Adjustments to zoning district boundaries can be considered when the amendments to zoning and 
subdivision regulations are under review, and that can only happen after the Town Plan has been 
adopted. 
 
Dave noted that the Town Plan is designed to last five years, but that amendments can be made to the 
Plan whenever the Planning Commission wishes to do so, after a public hearing, provided the proposed 
change has the support of the Select Board.  
 
Will agreed to get a draft reflecting the revisions to the Plan discussed at this meeting to the Select 
Board in time for its meeting on Monday, February 10th.  
 
Dave moved to close the hearing, which was seconded by Alice. The motion passed. The hearing on the 
Town Plan was closed at 7:25 pm. 
 
- Minutes taken by D. Strong 
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