
February 9, 2015
Plainfield Select Board Meeting
APPROVED

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson Bram Towbin, Selectperson
David Strong,Paula Emery, Video Recorder Keith Swann, and Mary Fleming
(Minutes Recorder).

7:04 P.M. Called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Strong moved with a second from Selectperson Towbin to approve the revised
agenda.  The motion passed, 3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Merrill announced that there will be a public hearing on proposed language for the
Solid Waste ManagementOrdinance on February23rd, at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building.

She also announced that the deadline for the RFP(s) Local Project Manager for the Pedestrian
Bridge Project has been changed to February 18th, at 4:00 p.m.

Selectperson Strong announced that the cabinets are being put in at the Town Hall Opera House
today and the countertops are being installed on Thursday.

SELECT BOARD REPORT

Selectperson(s) Merrill, Strong, and Towbin read the Select Board Report aloud.  This will be
included in the Town’s Annual Report. It is an overview of the work done by the Board,
Commissions, and Committeesduring the past fiscal year. It describes the following projects:

 Town Hall Opera House Renovations
 Municipal Building Renovation Plans
 The Co-op and Municipal Building Right of Way
 Designated Parking for the Fire/Rescue Personnel
 Emergency Shelter at Goddard College
 Grant to Partially Pave Brook Road and for Culvert Repair
 Used Back Hoe Purchase
 Removed Pole on Brook Road
 Two Studies Done on the Pedestrian Bridge Project and the US 2 South Sidewalk Study
 Village Traffic Calming Study
 Submitted Grant Data to VTrans
 Reviewed Traffic Control Signs’ Compliance
 Painted Pavement Markings
 Park and Ride Improvements
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 Storm Drains and Culvert Study on Town’s Infrastructure
 Submitted Community Development Block Grant for TwoBridge Studies in the Village
 Abandoned Property Clean Up on Creamery Street and Bean Road
 Proposed Language for Abandoned Building Ordinance
 Animal Control Ordinance
 Approved a New Town Plan
 Bartlett Hill Tower Proposal By V-Tel – Successfully Challenged By Town
 Unified Zoning Regulations
 Village Center Designation Status
 Great Wood/Martin Meadow Water Pipe Replacement Project
 Conservation Easement for Littlewood Farm
 Town Inventory Natural Resources Map Project
 Timber Management Plan for TownForest
 New Street Lighting in Town

Selectperson Merrill announced that the Annual Town Meeting will be held on March 3rd, at the
Town Hall Opera House.  The pollswill be open from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

ROAD FOREMAN/COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Selectperson Towbin stated there that cars are being parked on the side of the back roads in
Town. Parking on these roadsides is problematic and cars must be moved for plowing.

He went on to report that there are still some problems with cars being left on the street in the
Village. This results in extra time for the road crew to do their work and it impacts the quality of
life for residents.

The Town has towed one car and will continue to tow vehicles that violate the parking
ordinance.  It is imperative that parking is done according to parking guidelines.

Paula Emery stated that she wanted to discuss the snow removal in the Mill Street Parking lot.
She stated that it hasn’t been plowed for the last couple of snow storms.

She went on to say that she realizes that there are cars parked there past 8:00 a.m., but that is
because there is nowhere to move the cars to.

Paula stated that clearing spaces in that lot as they become available is a good way to get it
plowed out.

Selectperson Towbin stated that there has been a hesitancy to have Town drivers plow in
between the cars parked there.
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Paula suggested the landlords in Town that require street parking for tenants be asked to clear
some spaces.

She went on to state that the church lot is shrinking because there isn’t anywhere left for snow
removal.

Paula also said that there is no gravel on Brook Road.  Her car was damaged when she went off
the road there into a pile of logs.  The logs are being stored there by a logger.

Selectperson Towbin stated that due to the amount of snow and the duration of the snow storms
this year, it has been difficult to keep sand on the roads.

He reported that they have used a very large amount of sand already this season.

Selectperson Towbin will follow up with Mike Nolan on how to address the need for sand in the
circumstances of these drawn out storms.

He stated he will also follow up with Mike on the plowing situation at the Mill Street parking lot.

He will follow up with the owner of the logs and see if they can be moved, as well.

CASELLA MEETING

Selectperson Towbin and George Cushing met with Mike Casella in regard to charges for
disposal of a large garbage pile from a property on Bean Road.  The concerns were the terms of
service and weight amounts for disposing of this debris.  The charges were $1,500.00 more than
what was expected by the contractor Denis Fowler.

Mike Casella indicated that he will work with the Town on the amount and Selectperson Towbin
expects to hear back from him this week.

REPORT MEETING WITH CAPITAL FIRE MUTUAL AID

Selectperson Towbin reported he met with Scott Bagg, of Capitol Fire Dispatch, and the
Montpelier Fire Chief to discuss the fee for dispatch services going up from $5,500.00 to
$12,000.00.

After some discussion, the conclusion of this meeting is that the fees are going up to this amount.

Selectperson Towbin stated that this is unsustainable for rural towns.

He has done some research and found that other areas fund dispatch services in different ways.

For instance, he found that in Clinton County, New York, there is one dispatch center for the
county.  It is funded by a tax assessed on land lines and cell phones.
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Selectperson Towbin would like to find a different way of doing business and have a centralized
system to avoid these kinds of cost increases.

He has written a commentary outlining this and sent it to the Times Argus.

He wants to meet with Representative Janet Ancel, once this information is printed in the paper.

Selectperson Strong stated it might be an issue to bring to the Regional Planning Commission.

APPROVED RFP-BRIDGE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS (LOWER VILLAGE)

Selectperson Merrill stated that Dan Currier has submitted an RFP that has been prepared to
conduct a study on the two bridges located in the lower Village that pose a threat during
flooding.

The study is being funded by a Community Development Block Grant and the Town’s share is
$3,300.00.

Dan Currier will administer the RFP and they are due March 9th at 9:00 a.m.

Selectperson Towbin moved, with a second from Selectperson Strong, to approve this RFP.  The
motion passed, 3-0.

8:07 P.M. Paula exits.

UPDATE-PROPOSED MUNICIPAL SOLAR ARRAY

Selectperson Merrill stated that last year at the Annual Town Meeting, there was discussion
about a solar array to offset municipal energy costs.

Bob Atchinson and Ed Hutchinson have suggested that the Town request funding be reserved
from the Renewable Energy Resource Center for a 10 kilowatt array. This request has been
made.

She went on to state that the cost of the proposed project is approximately$25,000.00, after the
$10,000.00 incentive funding from the Renewable Energy Resource Center.

The first public meeting on this will be held on April 15th.

The two sites that Bob and Ed have suggested for the array are behind the Old School House
Apartments or at the Park and Ride.
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UPDATE ON VTRANS ACTION ON US2/MAIN STREET INTERSECTION

Selectperson Strong stated that the problems with the Route 2 intersection have been addressed
by the Regional Planning Commission, which has prompted VTrans into working towards a
solution.

He went on to report that he has the design drawing of the best solution based on a study done in
2004.  He indicated that VTrans found this design acceptable.

The design would eliminate the island, create an intersection, and install a traffic light.

He went on to say that Sue Minter has indicated that there is $40,000.00 in the VTrans budget for
funding an engineering study to re-activate the Route 2 Intersection Project for 2016.

Selectperson Merrill stated that Steve Gladzcuk indicated to her that there would be a kick off
meeting on this in the spring.

There will be public meetings held to hear residents’ ideas on the type of intersection installed
and other changes.

DISCUSSION ON TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES ON MILL STREET

Selectperson Merrill stated that there is a need for speed control for traffic going up and down
Barre Hill.

She recommends the Town purchase two Titan TC 400 radar speed signs for Mill Street and
Barre Hill to calm the traffic there.

These signs can be relocated to other areas, as well.

Selectperson Towbin suggested that solar versions of these signs would be more favorable than
battery operated.

Selectperson Merrill will look into this.

After discussion, the Board decided to purchase only one radar speed sign to be located on Barre
Hill.

Selectperson Towbin moved to spend $3,250.00 on a TC-400 Marlin Controls C Titan Radar
Speed Sign, with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0.
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DISCUSSION ON PARKING AND SIGNS-FIRE STATION

Selectperson Merrill stated there is a 2005 parking agreement specifying thirty parking spaces
surrounding the Fire Station.  She has reviewed this area and found room for only twenty–eight
spaces.

She submitted a draft of parking allocations and signage to the other Board members.

The Town needs seven spots and the Supervisory Union needs eight spots.

All of the Co-op’s parking would be located along the cemetery fence.

There would be additional Municipal Building spots to the east of the Co-op’s parking.

The tenant (Supervisory Union) parking would be on the west and north side of the Fire Station.

There would be two more spots on the street for the Town.

There will be a sign to indicate where the Co-op parking ends and where the Municipal Building
parking starts.

Selectperson Merrill suggested another sign be posted indicating the Municipal Building hours
and a parking symbol sign for the non-parking area at the northwest corner of the Fire Station.

FLEET PERMITS

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve a fleet permit for Hillcrest Trucking and Storage, with a
second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve a road access permit for Steve Pappas at 3134 Country
Club Road, with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0.

APPROVE MINUTES Selectperson Strong moved to approve the minutes of January 26th, as
amended, with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0. Selectperson
Strong moved to approve the minutes of January 29th, as amended, with a second from
Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0. Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the
minutes of February 4th, as amended, with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion
passed, 3-0. 8:59 P.M.Selectperson Merrill moved,to adjourn Selectperson Towbin,seconded the
motion and the motion carried, 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Fleming
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