
APPROVED 
Minutes of March 14, 2014 Special Plainfield Select Board Meeting 

 
Present: Select Board members Alice Merrill (Chair), David Strong, and Bram Towbin 
Guests: Eric Gilbertson (Preservation Trust of Vermont) and Jay White, architect  
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:45 p.m. in the Town Hall. 
 
Agenda items: 
 

• Approve agenda 
• Historic easement - Plainfield Town Hall Opera House 
• Report - meeting with Fire Marshall Glenn Moore and Naomi Flanders (Echo Valley Arts) 
• Rental fees, policies, and use of PTHOH 
• Approve amendments to approved 2/24 meeting minutes  
• Adjourn 

 
Agenda  
Bram moved to approve the agenda, with a second from Dave. The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Historic easement 
Eric reported that Meg Campbell is the person to speak with about the VHCB’s historic preservation 
easement on the Town Hall. Alice agreed to be the contact person on the easement. Eric wanted to know 
the background on the proposal to install an exit door in the Hall that would open to the outside. Jay 
explained the Fire Marshall’s position regarding fire safety exits. The side exit from the Hall is a 
possible alternative to the requirement that a one-hour fire-resistant corridor be built along the west wing 
of the stage area to the rear exit door. In addition, the treads on the steps from the Hall to the stage level 
would need to be 2 inches deeper than they are now.  From the Fire Marshall’s point of view, a fire exit 
on the Hall level to the outside would be an acceptable alternative to the rear door exit changes.  
 
[The various locations were inspected and photographed by Eric]. Jay noted that, since there is no “back 
stage” area, the proposed corridor would unduly compromise theatrical performances, as well as cut off 
natural lighting to the stage. Jay also reported that the large “display board” on the east side of the Hall 
masks where a doorway had once been. Dave noted that it had been made in the 1980s by Caleb Pitkin 
who was active in the Plainfield Little Theater at the time. Jay proposed that the tin removed to make the 
new door opening on the west side be used to repair the void behind the display board. [The display 
boards were removed and a sheetrocked area approximately 5 feet wide was revealed and 
photographed].  
 
Eric said he would talk with Meg about the proposal and share his photos with her. Jay said he would 
calculate how wide the new exit door would need to be from a fire safety standpoint. Dave will talk to 
Caleb Pitkin, who created the opening on the west side. Jay will draft a plan for the new door 
installation, using panel doors and showing the exit steps and railings within the next three weeks. He 
will send copies of his drawings to Eric, Meg, and Glenn Moore. 
 
4:45 pm – Eric and Jay left 



 
 
 
Meeting with Fire Marshall    
Alice reported on her meeting with Glenn Moore and Naomi Flanders. Permission was given for the 
production of the Marriage of Figaro (May 16-18 and May 23-25) so long as no scenery is involved and 
four-foot aisles are kept open for fire exit purposes. Glenn wants to know when events are planned.  
 
Rental fees, Policies and Use 
Dave will compile a list of alternative rate structures for the meeting on the 17th. Alice will 
research/summarize policies from various venues.  
 
Amend 2/24 meeting minutes 
Corrections to the previously-approved minutes of the 2/24 regular meeting were discussed.  
Alice made a motion to make the proposed corrections, seconded by Dave. The motion passed 3-0.  
Alice will get the revised minutes to Linda. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. on a motion by Alice, seconded by Bram, which passed 3-0.  
 
- Minutes taken by D. Strong 
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