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Plainfield Select Board Meeting-Approved
3/23/15
ATTENDANCE: Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Betsy Ziegler,
Town Clerk/ Treasurer Linda Wells, Constable George Cushing, Video Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes
Recorder Frances Ellis, Dan Towner, Karen Bouffard, Sam Davis, Mary Lane, Bob Atchinson, Eric Blaisdell,
Edward Hutchinson, Greg Chamberlin, Ken Smith, Tim Maker, Rhea Wilson, Frederic Levy, John and
Robin Mascitti, Kate Spencer, Karl A. Bissex, Dan Currier

7:04p.m. Called to Order
Selectperson Towbin welcomed Betsy Ziegler to the Select Board.
Selectperson Towbin motioned to approve agenda with a second from Selectperson Strong. Motion
passed 3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Strong and Selectperson Towbin reminded residents that dog licenses are due April 1st.

TOWN CLERK REPORT

Clerk Wells read a list of people willing to serve on various committees and boards.
There are openings for Health officer, planning commission, and there is one position open for

cemetery.

Appointments

Selectperson Strong moved to appoint the people who have volunteered to serve with a second from
Selectperson Towbin. Motion passed 3-0.

7:09pm Edward Hutchinson and Eric Blaisdell enter.

Selectperson Strong motioned to schedule a DRB hearing Wednesday April 8th at 7pm on the Park and
Ride Shelter (165 Main Street) plans with a second from Selectperson Towbin. Motion passed 3-0.

Clerk Wells presented the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways to the Select Board for approval.

Selectperson Towbin explained the Annual financial plan for Town Highways, indicating the amount the
Town will spend maintaining class 2 and class 3 roads.  The State will determine the amount of State Aid
based on this plan.
Selectperson Towbin motioned to approve the Annual Financial Plan for the Town Highways with a
second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed 3-0.

7:13p.m. Ken Smith and Greg Chamberlin enter.

Clerk Wells presented a grant to be submitted to VTrans for paving of Mill and Creamery Streets.  The
Certificate of Compliance for Road and Bridge Standards was approved and will be submitted with the
grant papers.
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Selectperson Towbin reported that plans for paving Creamery Street, and a portion of Mill Street are in
the works.
Selectperson Towbin motioned to submit the Highway Grant Application for paving, for the amount of
$55,985 with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed 3-0.

ROAD REPORT

Selectperson Towbin reported two trees that have come down between two of the bridges on the Great
Brook, and that they are seen as being a potential hazard. He stated that this issue is being addressed.

Selectperson Towbin reported plans pertaining to the Lower Road culvert project. He stated that a
replacement culvert will be constructed near the base of Breckenridge Farm, and that a portion of Lower
Road will be closed for a length of time beginning late summer/early September. Towbin made a
decision to order the culvert with assurances that funding will be available.

A resident inquired if the closing of Lower Road is going to overlap plans for highway maintenance on
Rte. 14 (into Barre) in East Montpelier. Selectperson Towbin acknowledged plans for East Montpelier
and stated the two road projects will not coincide, and that the Rt. 14 project has been delayed due to
Right of Way issues.

Selectperson Towbin reported that The VLCT (Vermont League of Cities and Towns) has decided that the
wood burning furnace at the Town Garage is not in compliance with fire standards.

Constable Cushing enters

Selectperson Towbin reported a free emergency alert system (VT Alert) that was being advertised at the
recent Ice Jam Summit. He described the service as a monitoring and alert system that in flooding or
other threat of natural disaster; a phone call or text would be sent to residents in affected areas, in
addition to a warning via email. Selectperson Towbin stated that Plainfield would be one of the first
towns to take part in this warning system.

A resident suggested that the size of the room provided for Select Board meetings discourages residents
to attend meetings. Selectperson Towbin admitted responsibility for the decision to meet at their
regular location (Municipal Building), and stated that the decision was made in an attempt to avoid
confusion due to last minute location changes being announced in light of the meeting projected to
have an unusually high attendance.  Selectperson Towbin stated that there has been talk about
renovating the upper level of the Municipal Building to accommodate such circumstances.

7:30p.m. LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM TOWN for GODDARD’S WOOD-FIRED HEATING PLANT

Selectperson Towbin reported that a letter of support from the Town of Plainfield has been requested
by Goddard College in order for the college to receive a USDA Federal Rural Development Loan in
amount of $90,000 to help pay for plant construction.  He stated that this section of the meetings is to
determine whether or not this project has the Town’s support, in order to sign-off on the letter. He
acknowledged the issue as being contentious between the college and its neighbors. He summarized the
history of the Project, one of the issues being neighbors who were most affected by the project were
informed late in the process. Goddard College views this project as being more environmentally sound
in replacing their oil heating system.
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A resident inquired as to the effects of the Town not signing the letter. Selectperson Towbin explained
that the town is not obligated to sign, but as Goddard is an important member of the community, the
Town wishes to hear their appeal for Town support.

Tim Maker (Project Manager since 2011) stated that the project’s designs are complete, and all permits
are in place. He stated that Selectperson Towbin’s summary of the project is accurate, as far as he
knows. The USDA Federal Rural Development Loan is in process, and one of several forms that are
required is a form titled “Evidence of Community Support,” which describes project.  Mr. Maker went on
the read the form, which included employment of community members, and the project not having
adverse effects on municipal operations were included in description, and that the form requested
evidence of the community of Plainfield’s support through Select Board signature. He reported that
there has been communication between his company and the town’s departments concerning sewage,
and fire.

Selectperson Towbin acknowledged the attendance of Greg Chamberlin (Water and WW) and prompted
him to add to the discussion if applicable. Mr. Chamberlin reported he received one document of
paperwork concerning the project, and there has been no follow-up. He stated that he was not informed
enough to know where the site of the project is located. He expressed concern pertaining to the
questionable infrastructure of the water lines on the campus, specifically if the water pipe that connects
the campus to the reservoir would be compromised by the project due to increased traffic, and
expressed concerned about this leading to a sudden increase of demand from the reservoir, which has
limited supply.

Selectperson Towbin inquired as to if Mr. Maker could respond to Mr. Chamberlin’s concern. Mr. Maker
responded in stating that he is not knowledgeable of Goddard’s water system, although the traffic
concern has been considered and there are plans to improve the roadway in order to compensate for
increased traffic (delivery trucks). He was corrected by Mr. Chamberlin in the belief that the main
entrance to the campus having no pipes underneath. Mr. Chamberlin interjected that in fact there are
two pipes under that entrance. Mr. Maker stated that there are reconstruction designs in place to
relieve traffic on the main entrance roadway. Mr. Maker pointed out that there are several different
locations on campus that receive oil deliveries, and that consolidating this need could in effect lessen
traffic for energy needs.

A resident stated the weight of woodchip trucks are estimated to be in excess of 100,000 pounds,
whereas fuel trucks weigh roughly 60,000 pounds and are much smaller. Mr. Maker agreed that the
woodchips trucks are larger (about the size of a tractor trailer), but that this issue has already been
appealed through two court processes which included expert testimony. He stated that Goddard views
this as a settled issue.

Selectperson Strong questioned if Goddard was responsible for the water lines on campus. Mr.
Chamberlin responded in stating that Goddard is responsible. Mr. Chamberlin reiterated that the Town
of Plainfield is the water resource, and issues involving Goddard’s water supply could adversely affect
the Town being as its water being in limited supply.

Selectperson Strong summarized Mr. Chamberlin’s statement as being if the project were to move
forward, such concerns would need to be addressed by the project’s engineers. Mr. Chamberlin
reported that there have been recent issues with Goddard’s water valve system in that there is no valve
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on the tank itself, i.e. there is no way to shut it off if needed for repair which in effect requires draining
the tank. He said when Goddard was asked to address this issue; the response was that Goddard did not
have the resources. Mr. Chamberlin then inquired as to how Goddard will be accountable for similar
issues if they arise in the future.

Selectperson Towbin asked if there was any one in attendance who could represent Goddard in the
discussion. Mr. Maker stated that his understanding had been that Goddard College owned its water
source. Selectperson Strong responded by stating that Goddard owned a certain percentage of its water
source. Mr. Chamberlin interjected that Goddard owns its reservoir which consists of water that has
been purchased from the town. Selectperson Strong directed a question to Mr. Chamberlin asking if
Goddard has a direct water line from the town. Mr. Chamberlin answered that there is not. Selectperson
Towbin acknowledged the attendance of many residents live nearby the proposed Plant Site, and invited
them to speak as well.  A resident then inquired if the one of the pipes in question is in fact an asbestos
pipe. Mr. Chamberlin affirmed that it is. The resident then speculated that this could pose a threat to
the health of nearby residents. Mr. Maker stated that stated that the water line has been considered in
the design process, and will be reconstructed by a civil engineer.

7:47p.m. Karl Bissex enters

Rick Levy inquires as to how a decision was to be made on signing the document, when there was no
representation from Goddard present to address the community’s concerns about the project.  Robin
Mascitti introduced herself to the meeting a being a faculty member of the college, and a close
neighbor. She stated that she was not informed that a meeting concerning the issue was taking place
until a couple of days prior to the Select Board Meeting. She speculated that her supervisor at the
college was not informed about the meeting, and that the president was out of town. Mr. Maker offered
that he was asked by Goddard President Bob Kenny, to attend the meeting. Selectperson Towbin stated
that Goddard had been made aware of the upcoming agenda topic via email correspondence with the
assistant to Goddard President Kenny on Thursday March 5th.

Karl Bissex made a statement regarding the title of the form itself, and the words “community support”
might be taken as literal, rather than a Municipal agreement.

Bob Atchinson (Energy Coordinator) stated that prior to Front Porch Forum, message boards at local
businesses were used to inform community members of upcoming meetings and events. He recalled
having been notified of a meeting by such a mean concerning plans for the Bio Mass Plant being hosted
at the Haybarn, which he attended.

Karen Bouffard presented a petition signed by 66 Plainfield residents who were opposed to the plant.
Constable George Cushing suggested another meeting be called for further discussion on the letter of
support for the Plant. Tim Maker expressed the importance of the USDA loan, and that he did not have
the authority to speak on Goddard’s behalf concerning a public meeting.

Selectperson Strong stated that he believed the Board had enough information to make a decision.
Selectperson Ziegler recognized the need for the community concerns to be heard, and added that the
DRB had approved the project, and agreed that the Board had enough information.
Rhea Wilson stated that environmental concerns regarding the plant had been adjudicated, and that it is
within Goddard’s rights to build the plant. She went on to say that what was not considered by the DRB,
or the courts was the location of the plant, and that no evidence as to where the plant was to be built
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was presented to the Supreme Court arguing either side of the case. Selectperson Strong stated that the
outcome of that case was that the State of Vermont Environmental Superior Court that the facility was
not going to create undue adverse impact, and that their standards were met.

Rhea Wilson argued that the losing parties (neighbors) of this Supreme Court Case were not offered
mitigation, that being if the location of the plant could be agreed upon. Selectperson Towbin stated the
DRB sanctioned the project due to Goddard meeting their required criteria, and that community.
Selectperson Strong acknowledged Selectperson Towbin’s critique of Goddard’s communication with
the community of Plainfield, but said that the decision concerns how this project would benefit the
community of Plainfield. Constable George Cushing reminded the Select Board of their position as
elected officials to represent the people, and that scheduling another meeting to discuss the issue
would best serve the community.

8:16p.m. Ben Graham enters

The Select Board agreed to hold an additional meeting that will be held at the Town Hall. Selectperson
Towbin stated that when an official time and date for the meeting has been decided it will be posted on
Front Porch Forum, and on Facebook in the Group “Plainfield People.”

8:18p.m Clerk Wells, Dan Towner, Karen Bouffard, Sam Davis, Mary Lane, Bob Atchinson, Eric Blaisdell,
Greg Chamberlin, Ken Smith, Tim Maker, Rhea Wilson, Frederic Levy, John and Robin Mascitti, Kate
Spencer, and Karl Bissex exit

Bus Shelter re-vamp full discussion, Ben Graham designer

Selectperson Towbin described the Bus Shelter Project. Ben Graham presented a timeline for the
project. He reported that the RFP deadline is April 10th 2015.  Construction is due to begin that week. He
reported that the lighting and signage piece of the design may require that an amendment to be made
for the conditional use permit.  Documents have been sent to Clerk Wells to be included in the paper to
inform residents prior to April 8th when the project is to be reviewed for approval by the DRB. He stated
that the RFP would be submitted. Selectperson Towbin requested an estimate for the Bus Shelter
budget. Constable Cushing recalled that plans for a previous project involving solar panels were
ultimately aborted due to too many kilowatts for municipal lighting.

8:22p.m. Dan Currier Enters

Ben Graham stated that the solar array portion will not be included in the RFP. He estimated the cost to
be about $700 for the solar parts.

Selectperson Strong motions to authorize Ben Graham to release the RFP for the Plainfield Bus Shelter
Roof once the final draft has been received, Selectperson Towbin seconds. Motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Strong stated that after approval the Bus Shelter Roof design will be sent out for
contractor bids with consideration that the projected start date of the project is in April.

8:32p.m. Ben Graham and Ed Hutchinson exit
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FLOOD MITIGATION STUDY PROJECT

Selectperson Towbin briefed the Board on flood mitigation alternatives that were discussed at the Select
Board meeting on March 9th 2015. Dan Currier of CVRPC (Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission) stated that he was in attendance to assist with possible corrections on the contract after
the decision to hire Milone and MacBroom. He presented the draft Consultant Contract to the Select
Board, including the budget sheets and schedule that had been provided by Clerk Wells with a
correction to the budget, $31,450. CVRPC will present the contract to Milone and MacBroom for review.

Selectperson Towbin made reference to neighbors who live on the Great Brook being anxious for the
process to begin.

Dan Currier explained that CVRPC will receive the invoice and after review will send to Clerk Wells acting
as the fiscal agent to request funds from CDBG, which will then be deposited into the Town’s Bank
account, wherein payments can be distributed.

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the contract between the Town of Plainfield and Milone and
MacBroom with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed 3-0.

Dan Currier explained that (related to the Town Community Development Grant) in order to receive
funding via grant, one further action is required to acquire a full grant agreement, which is to provide
three dates; estimating the date for signing the contract for the study (projected to be on SB agenda on
April 6th although the next meeting will take place on April 13th), estimate the date for 50% completion
of the study (Currier predicted July 31st), and the final date for 100% completion (December 31st ). He
went on to explain that Selectperson Towbin as Chair will need to become a formal manager for the
Mitigation Study.

8:41p.m Dan Currier exits

NOISE ISSUE AROUND TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE DURING EVENTS

Constable Cushing inquired as to if Mr. Lee, a close neighbor of the Town Hall Opera House had been in
communication with the Select Board. Selectperson Strong reported that they had spoken about the
issue in person. Selectperson Strong stated that the noise disturbance complaint occurred after an event
on Friday March 13th. He reported that a formal meeting had taken place to address Mr. Lee’s concerns.
Mr. Lee acknowledged that Sarah Lowry, the Events Coordinator for the Town Hall Opera House did
attempt to contact him via telephone, and that he apologized for the lack of communication on his part.
He reported that the Advisory Committee had decided not to permit future events at the Opera House
to exceed the curfew of 11pm unless given the prior approval of Mr. Lee and the Select Board.

Constable Cushing suggested that clarification on the curfew be discussed with event managers, such as
what time the event goers should clear off the premises. He reported that the event goers collected
outside the Opera House after the midnight curfew were creating a noise disturbance until as late as
1am. Selectperson Strong added that Mr. Lee said that he is happy to see events taking place at the
Opera House, and acknowledged that this is only the second time a noise disturbance happened
unreasonably late.
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8:45p.m. Constable Cushing exits

BARRIER BETWEEN TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE AND NEIGHBOR

Selectperson Strong reported the history of fence negotiations between the Select Board, and the Opera
House neighbors, Tamero Ferro and Sean Lee. He went on to report that a solution had been agreed
upon with the adjoining property owners which involved planting a cedar hedge. He reported that East
Hill Tree Farm has given an estimate on the cost of installing a 100ft tree line along the border of Tamera
Ferro and Sean Lee’s property, and the property of the Town Hall. He reported that an estimate for
planting the cedar trees that will initially be between 3-4 feet tall and 2 ½ feet apart, will require about
40 trees and the total cost for trees and services would be $1,009. He said that there would be a small
break in the tree line where a right-of-way exists between the properties. Selectperson Strong added
that Mr. Lee intends to build a gate there that he will pay for himself, and also be responsible for any
maintenance the gate may require in the future.

Selectperson Strong moved for the Select Board to hire East Hill Tree Farm to install a 100ft cedar hedge
according to the specifications on the proposal and to agree to pay an amount not to exceed $1,100,
from the Town Hall Maintenance Fund, with a second from Selectperson Towbin. Motion passed 3-0.

TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE – VERMONT HOUSING CONSERVATION BOARD GRANT

Selectperson Strong reported that the Town of Plainfield received a grant in the amount of $71,000 to
assist in restoration, renovation, and remodeling of the Town Hall. He went on to explain that the Town
must first incur the expense to then be reimbursed. He reported that two reimbursement requests have
been submitted, the totals being $62,240, with additional expenses covering the installation of new
doors and trim being $7,588, leaving a balance of 1,171.90 not yet obligated.

Selectperson Strong reported the need for the Town Hall to install a drinking fountain, a hallway fan,
new chairs, and the need for improved hall lighting is especially pertinent. Selectperson Strong reported
that he has obtained a quote from Barre Electric for the amount of $1,153 that would cover four
schoolhouse pendant lights and dimmer switch. He went on to say that the lights are needed to create
better lighting for non-entertainment events such as public meetings.

Selectperson Strong stated the need to close the grant by the end of May to allow Clerk Wells to
voucher the final project reimbursement request.

Selectperson Strong moved to purchase the schoolhouse lights and dimmer switch from Barre Electric in
the amount of $1,153 through the Vermont Housing Conservation Board Grant, with a second from
Selectperson Ziegler. The motion passed 2-0.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT

Selectperson Strong presented a design plan for the Pedestrian Bridge Project and explained the details
of its location and purpose. Selectperson Towbin credited Alice Merrill for securing a large grant to help
cover the cost of the project.
Selectperson Towbin announced that Staff Sterling Management was awarded to oversee the Bridge
Project. Selectperson Strong reported that the total amount of the contract will be for $25,455.
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Selectperson Town moved to enter into an agreement with Staff Sterling Management regarding
position of LPM for the Pedestrian Bridge Project with a second from David Strong. Motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin (Chair) signed the agreement with Staff Sterling Management.

UPDATE ON CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING

Selectperson Strong reported that Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission’s Executive Director
Susan Sinclair is due to leave CVRPC. He went on to say that they have hired Bonnie Waninger who is
currently the director of Lamoille Valley Planning Commission as the new Executive Director, and is to
begin in late April. Selectperson Strong reported that the CVRPC is developing a regional land use map,
and that Central Vermont has received poor grades in regards to their regional plan. Selectperson Strong
described the usage of these maps, being that their purpose is to guide land use and development for
the next eight years. He reported that CVRP is asking for input in developing the maps, and that any
questions, thoughts, and ideas can be submitted on their website @ centralvtplanning.org. Comments
will be received through April 8th. Public hearings will be held on May 12th and June 9th .

PERMITS

A single permit was issued to Fred Vance

Fleet permits were issued to the following:

Kelly View Farm
Dubois Construction
Limlaw Chipping INC
GW Tatro Construction
Newton Construction
Cabot Creamery
Gil’s Construction
United Natural Foods
Gillespie Fuels
Dewald Giroux Trucking LLC
Chevalier Drilling CO

Selectperson Towbin motioned to approve all permits listed with a second by Selectperson Strong. The
motion passed 3-0.

MINUTES

Selectperson Strong motioned to approve minutes for February 9th with corrections to minor typos with
a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 2-0.

Selectperson Strong motioned to approve minutes for February 23rd with minor corrections with a
second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 2-0.

Selectperson Strong motioned to approve minutes for March 10th with a second from Selectperson
Towbin. The motion passed 2-0.
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Selectperson Strong motioned to approve minutes for March 9th as amended with a second from
Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 2-0.

PARKING AROUND THE FIRE STATION

Selectperson Towbin reported that a meeting was called to address parking allocation in the lot which is
shared by the Municipal Office, the Washington Northeast Supervisory Union, the Fire Station, and the
Plainfield Coop. He reported that a “NO PARKING” sign to be placed on the corner of the Fire Station
was agreed upon. He reported that the consensus of the meeting was that spaces are to be specifically
allocated for events at the Community Center.

LISTING OF DELINQUENT TAX PAYER NAMES IN TOWN REPORT

Selectperson Towbin stated that the Town Auditor’s response to the issue of delinquent tax payer
names being listed in the Interim Town Report was that she considered the practice within reason, and
that the issue might be reconsidered at the end of 2015.

CONTINUING DISCUSSION ON PARKING AROUND THE FIRE STATION

Selectperson Strong inquired as to whether the draft had been shared at the meeting concerning
parking allocation. Selectperson Towbin affirmed that it had, and went on to add that the underlying
issues are the Fire Department needing parking spaces at specific times, and further meetings are
needed. Selectperson Strong stated that to the best of his knowledge, the Town owns said parking lot,
and sharing this understanding with these parties might be helpful in sorting out notions of propriety.
Selectperson Towbin explained that the Fire Department’s sentiments are that their spaces have been
given away. Selectperson Strong stated that the purpose of Alice Merrill creating signs to allocate
parking was to clear up disputes between those who share the lot. Selectperson Town reported that
plans to consolidate Coop parking to along the fence line triggered unease about the idea, despite there
being the same amount of spaces provided.

Selectperson Towbin explained that the recent disputes had arisen after a notice was sent out in regards
to the idea of paving the lot. He then reported that papers had been sent to various parties involved
warning them that paving the lot was going to result in losing parking spaces. He stated that the recent
meeting on this issue ended on a positive note. Selectperson Strong suggested that Alice Merrill might
be asked to attend a meeting concerning this issue.

Selectperson Towbin motion to schedule a meeting concerning Goddard’s request for the Select Board
to Approve Letter of Support  to tentatively be scheduled on  Monday April 6th at 7pm at the Town Hall
Opera House with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin motioned to adjourn with a second from Selectperson Zeigler. The Motion passed
3-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Frances Ellis


