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Plainfield Select Board Meeting 
March 24, 2014 
APPROVED 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson 
Bram Towbin, Town Clerk/Treasurer Linda Wells, Video Recorder Keith Swann, and Mary 
Fleming Minutes Recorder.  
 
7:04 P.M.   Called to order  
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the agenda with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The 
motion passed, 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Selectperson Merrill announced there will be a meeting on Wednesday, March 26th, at 9:00 a.m. 
to review the language for the updates to the current dog ordinance. 
 
She also reported that the CDBG grant has been submitted.   
 
TOWN CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Clerk Wells stated that the Town has received a letter from the USRDA.   
 She submitted it to the Board and Selectperson Towbin read the letter aloud. 
 
He read that this is an advisory letter from the Rural Development WEPA Program informing the 
Town that it is eligible to receive funding estimated at $699,000.00 in loan funds and a 
$551,000.00 grant for the Great Wood Martin Meadow Water Pipe Replacement Project. 
The letter also stated that the project plan was approved by the RDA on February 15th, 2014. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved to authorize Selectperson Merrill to sign the advisory letter from the 
RDA acknowledging that the Board has read and understands the funding estimates listed for the 
water pipe line project with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0.  
 
Clerk Wells stated the following appointments need to be made: 
 
Auditor – Mary Etta Chase 
Fire Chief  - Patrick Martin 
First Assistant Fire Chief – Dennis Blair 
Second Assistant  - Andy Hebert 
Deputy Chief - Gary Graves 
Registrar - Linda Wells 
Deputy Registrars - R. Brent Whitcomb, Bruce Judd, Lawrence Pryor, Nicholas Whitcomb 
Town Service Office - Jim Malloy 
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Tree Warden – Nicko Rubin 
Water and Waste Water Commissioner - James Jamele 
Planning Commission - Karen Story 
Zoning Administrator - Karen Story 
 
7:16 P.M.   Mike Nolan entered. 
Selectperson Towbin  moved to approve the Town appointments with a second from 
Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
Clerk Wells reviewed the process of adopting a Town ordinance. 
She stated that the language is approved and then a public hearing is held.   
If there are no changes proposed at this hearing, then the ordinance can be adopted. 
If there are changes that need to be made to the ordinance, a second hearing will need to be held 
once the ordinance had been revised. If approved, it will be adopted at the second meeting. 
The ordinance will go into effect and it will be enforceable immediately.   
The Townspeople will have forty-five days to appeal it.  
 
ROAD FOREMAN’S REPORT 
 
Selectperson Towbin stated that the Town still has a supply of sand for roads, thanks to Mike 
Nolan’s good planning. 
 
He went on to state that Nortrax is loaning the Town an extended arm back-hoe for thirty hours.   
They have considered buying a used back-hoe but, given the concern about equipment issues 
with a used one, they are leaning towards a new one.   
Mike reported that they have started getting the snowbanks pushed back so the water won’t run 
into the roads when they thaw. 
 
Selectperson Merrill asked if there are any posts and anchors at the Town Garage that could be 
used for a Park and Ride’s parking sign.   
Mike will look for these and get back to her. 
 
Selectperson Towbin stated the truck that has been parked in the Park and Ride since November 
seems abandoned.  
He indicated that it might be possible to sell it and have the funds go to the Town. 
 
7:32 P.M.   Mike and Linda exited. 
 
US 2/BLINKING LIGHT INTERSECTION 
  
Selectperson Merrill stated that she had been in touch with Steve Gladczuk about the US Rte. 2 
intersection and he suggested that the Town set a date for a meeting with VTrans.   
He also suggested the Board put together an agenda for this meeting. 
 



 3

Selectperson Strong stated that a report on intersection improvement and information from 
VTrans on plans to make the intersection safer are ideas for the agenda.  In addition, he 
suggested that this meeting be a public meeting and an open forum with the people of Plainfield. 
 
Selectperson Merrill added that a report on what VTrans is doing about Rte. 2 between Plainfield 
and Marshfield should be included on the agenda also. 
Selectperson Merrill will contact Steve with a couple of meeting date time frames to choose 
from. 
 
TOWN HALL 
 
Selectperson Strong stated that he has been working on the preliminary parking plan for the 
Town Hall.  
Cam and Mary Wrisley have agreed to allow parking at their garage. 
 
Selectperson Strong said he would like to propose that signs be ordered to indicate where the 
Town Hall parking is. 
Selectperson Strong will follow up with Leon Cookson on parking for the event being held at the 
Town Hall on March 28th.   
He will also look into the parking signs. 
 
Selectperson Merrill stated that the Town is working with Historic Preservation Trust of VT to 
make sure they are following the historic easement guidelines for the fire exit being installed.  
 
This exit is being planned for the west side of the building, and Jay White, architect, will work 
on a design that is compliant with the easement and satisfies state fire codes. 
 
Selectperson Strong reviewed a report on financial information for the Town Hall Restoration. 
 
He stated the following figures: 
Total expenses (not including heating system):  $200,299 
Total Revenue (not including VHCB grant):      $200,299 
 
The report shows that $50,000 will be needed from the Town’s Revolving Loan Fund and 
another $24,000 will have to be raised by the end of June to balance the budget. 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to approve the increase in the Allways Plumbing estimate of 
$27,280.00 from $26,080.00 with an additional $1,200.00 in labor and materials for installing the 
radiator and piping under the stage with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion 
passed, 3-0.   
 
Selectperson Strong stated the Razoo.com fundraising website has been fairly inactive.  There 
have been twenty-five donors with a total of $1,175.00 raised on the site to date. 
  
Andy Robinson will be e-mailing people to request that they donate to this site. 
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Selectperson Merrill announced that people can contact the Select Board or Linda Wells to 
schedule events at the Town Hall. 
 
Selectperson Strong stated that the Town has been gifted $1,000 dollars from John Wires’ estate.  
It is an unrestricted gift.   
 
Selectperson Strong moved that this gift be allocated to the Town Hall and Opera House Fund 
with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
John Wires’ name will be listed, along with the other donors, and displayed at the Town Hall 
when it is finished. 
 
Selectperson Strong stated there is a meeting of the Town Revitalization Committee on 
Wednesday, April 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to hire ARJ Electric to repair the lighting board on a time and 
materials basis with a second from Selectperson Merrill. The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
Selectperson Merrill stated that the Board met with Jade Walker.  She is one of the coordinators 
that will manage events at the Town Hall starting July 1st. 
 
8:00 P.M. Mike Peabody of the Plainfield Co-op entered. 
 
OLD FIRE STATION 
 
Selectperson Strong will attend the next Historical Society meeting to see where the Historical 
Society stands on addressing the building’s needs.   
He will also consult with them to see if they will contribute a $250.00 match for the $500.00 
grant being considered for a conditions report on the building. 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 
 
There are new regulations that are being incorporated into the Town’s Animal Control Ordinance 
to better meet the Town’s needs.   Once they have been drafted, there will be a public hearing on 
the ordinance.  
 
MUNICIPAL SIGNS 
 
Selectperson Merrill stated that cars will be towed if left at the Park and Ride after 72 hours.  
She is ordering a sign stating this.   
 
She went on to say that two signs have been mocked up by the Conservation Commission for the 
removal of dog waste.  They will be posted at the Rec. Field and the Mill Street Park.  They are 
$15.00 dollars each.   
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Selectperson Merrill moved to spend $30.00 dollars on two signs for the Rec. Field and the Mill 
Street Park with a second from Selectperson Strong.   The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
8:12 P.M.  George Cushing entered. 
 
George stated that the abandoned truck in the Park and Ride can be sold by the Town.  
He will be required to submit the appropriate paperwork for the sale to the state.  In addition, a 
waiting period needs to be observed before selling the truck. 
 
PARKING VIOLATIONS AROUND THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Selectperson Towbin reviewed that spots around the Fire Department are being taken up and 
emergency responders are being left with no place to park. 
Selectperson Merrill confirmed with George that he will monitor these spaces, tag illegal cars, 
and keep a list of offenders to resolve this issue. 
He will consistently tag parking violations throughout the Village. 
 
Selectperson Towbin stated that if Rescue Squad members are responding to an emergency and 
they can’t find a free designated parking space, they can park on Creamery Street. 
He will post messages indicating this on Plainfield People and Front Porch forum. 
 
Selectperson Merrill suggested that the Co-op put something in their newsletter about not 
parking in the Fast Squad spots. 
Mike Peabody stated he feels it would carry more weight if it was written by the Board.   
 
Selectperson Merrill stated that the permit for the boundary line adjustment for the Co-op has 
been submitted.  It will now go through the zoning approval process. 
 
CO-OP COMMUNITY CENTER EVENT - REQUEST TO SERVE BEE R/WINE 
 
The Co-op has asked for an Art Gallery permit to serve malt liquor, beer and wine at a  
Beach Ball event being held on April 12th from 7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. in the Community 
Center. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the application for the Plainfield Co-op to sell beer and 
wine at an event between 7p.m. and 10:30 p.m. with a second from Selectperson Strong.   The 
motion passed, 3-0.   
 
FLEET PERMITS 
 
9:04 P.M. George exited. 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to approve the following fleet permits with a second from 
Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
GW Tatro Construction, Inc. 
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Walker Construction, Inc. 
Camp Pre-Cast Concrete Products, Inc.  
Chevalier Drilling Company, Inc. 
Donald Giroux’s Trucking, LLC 
Harrison Redi-Mix Corp. 
Gillespie Fuels & Propane, Inc. 
United Natural Foods, Inc. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF MARCH 10 TH (REGULAR MEETNG), MARCH 14 TH AND 
MARCH 17TH (SPECIAL MEETINGS) 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to approve the minutes of March 10th, 2014 with corrections with a 
second from Selectperson Merrill. The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the minutes of March 14th, 2014’s special meeting with a 
second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to approve the minutes of March 17th, 2014’s special meeting with 
changes with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
The Board entered Executive Session at 9:15 p.m. to discuss a personal issue. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved and Selectperson Strong seconded to come out of Executive Session 
at 9:25 pm.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
No action taken. 
 
9:25 P.M. Selectperson Towbin moved with a second from Selectperson Strong to adjourn.  
The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Mary Fleming       
 
 
  
__________________________                   ___________________________ 
Select Board Chair, Alice Merrill                 Selectperson, David Strong                         
  
 __________________________                 ______________________________ 
Selectperson, Bram Towbin                         Date 
 
 
 


