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Plainfield Select Board Meeting
4/13/15
APPROVED

Attendance: Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Betsy Ziegler,
Town Clerk/ Treasurer Linda Wells, Constable George Cushing, Video Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes
Recorder Frances Ellis, Karen Bouffard, Rick Levy, Rhea Wilson, Dan Towner, Ben Graham, Jim Jamele,
Dan Currier, Karla Haas Moskowitz, Sam Davis

7:02 called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the agenda with a second from Selectperson Strong. Motion
passed 3-0

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Towbin announced that there will be a meeting Tuesday May 5th at 6:30p.m to explain the
Vermont Emergency Alert System, a free service to alert residents of threats due to natural disasters.
Plainfield and Marshfield emergency planners, first responders, and town officials are encouraged to
attend.
Selectperson Towbin announced that there will be a Lower Road culvert construction meeting at the
Town Hall Opera House on Tuesday April 28th at 7p.m. It will be an informational meeting regarding the
replacement of a large culvert on the Lower Road near Breckenridge Farm which will involve closing
traffic during construction. He stated the town understands that the road closure will be a great
inconvenience, and the meeting is to answer questions. The contractor will be in attendance, though it
might not be possible to decide on specific dates for the construction at the time of the meeting, dates
and possible impacts will be open for dialogue. Residents of Lower Road are encouraged to attend.

Selectperson Towbin announced that on Wednesday April 15th at 7p.m. the Plainfield Conservation
Commission will be hosting a presentation by Dr. Mary Sisock,UVM Extension Forestry, which will provide
an overview on how to care and protect one’s land, and specifically how conservation easements can be
a powerful tool in preserving woodlands for future generations.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHAIR AND DUTIES OF THE SELECT BOARD
Selectperson Towbin announced that a question had come up concerning the manner in which he had
responded to Goddard’s request that the Select Board sign off on its USDA loan application for the wood
chip heating plant.  He stated that he may have overreacted, but that it was an important community issue
that he felt strongly about. Selectperson Strong said that, in addition to the adversarial tone of
Selectperson Towbin’s reply to the request, his concern was that the chair had not brought the matter to
the Select Board for discussion prior to framing the debate, notifying the press and opponents of the
woodchip plant, etc. He further stated his belief that the chairperson should always respond with civility to
requests that are routed through him for select board consideration and, unless there is an emergency, to
refrain from taking any action with regard to a request until the select board has had an opportunity to
consider it. Selectperson Towbin replied that he believed the issue boiled down to one of style, but that he
would try to be more attentive to the need for a better process going forward.

TOWN CLERK REPORT

Clerk Wells reported that paving Creamery Street is not eligible for State funding. The Town received
supplemental funds in the amount of $46,681 from the State and she suggested the Board use the funds
to pave Creamery Street. Selectperson Strong inquired as to how the funds can be applied. Clerk Wells
responded that there are no restrictions and suggested the remaining funds be reserved for the highway
department paving fund. She stated that all the paved roads excepting Mill and Main Street are Class 3
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roads, and are not eligible for State paving grants. Selectperson Towbin reported that the Creamery
Street paving project is ready to begin and the funding is the last piece to be sorted out.

Selectperson Strong moved to use $29,050 in State funds for paving Creamery Street with a second from
Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

Clerk Wells reported that she received only one proposal for the Bus Shelter Project from Ben Graham.
She added that Ed Hutchinson came in to inquire as to how he should proceed in purchasing materials
for the lighting purchases, and she suggested to him that he should bill the Town for the items, and gave
him the deadlines for the project. Selectperson Towbin stated that communication between Hutchinson
and Graham is necessary in order to be sure the costs stay within the project’s budget.

PLAINFIELD WATER AND WASTEWATER SUMMARY

Jim Jamele reported that a discharge issue had been brought up at the Water and WW Meeting earlier
that evening, and that an additional clause was decided to be added to the letter presented at the 4/6/15
Meeting. He reported the clause to include that Goddard acknowledge that any discharge from the plant
or buildings on campus are prohibited by Water and WW. Selectperson Strong explained that he
endorsed Goddard’s loan application in light of Greg Chamberlin’s approval of Goddard’s response to the
issue, though he felt that the terms should be put in writing to be signed by Goddard President Kenny.
Jamele suggested that Chamberlin and Kenny discuss the terms. Selectperson suggested that Goddard’s
Director of Facilities Scott Blanchard be involved as well. Rhea Wilson suggested a document be written
by technical parties involved. Selectperson Towbin concurred an agreement be made regarding the
technical concerns in writing. Dan Towner requested clarification regarding whether this agreement will
be reviewed by a legal professional prior to its presentation for signature. Jim Jamele declined an answer.

7:50p.m. Jim Jamele exits

Rhea Wilson referred to an earlier Wastewater meeting where sumps were discussed. Selectperson
Strong affirmed it was illegal to dump sumps into waste water. Rhea Wilson pointed out that the Act 250
permit states that Goddard cannot drain into the ground without special permission, and that she learned
at the meeting that ground drainage was Goddard’s only option, and the issue needs further investigation.
Selectperson Towbin agreed, and that through correspondence with Chamberlin he believed Chamberlin
felt comfortable with the drainage plan. Wilson requested that Goddard’s deposits into the ground be
addressed. A resident suggested the chemicals used in the boiler room be investigated as they could be
a factor in polluting nearby wells, and that the ground drainage could be in violation of Act 250.
Selectperson Towbin agreed that such concerns need to be addressed. A resident expressed concern in
regards to the Select Board signing the USDA letter for Goddard without first obtaining a written
agreement that the valve on Goddard’s water line be repaired and accessible. Selectperson Strong
answered that the Board plans to follow up on these issues. He will set up a meeting between parties
involved and suggested the agreement between the Town and Goddard regarding Water and WW
concerns be added to the next Select Board Meeting’s agenda.

7:58p.m. Karen Bouffard, Rick Levy, Rhea Wilson, and Dan Towner exit

HAZARD MITIGATION STUDY

Dan Currier reviewed a contract from Milone and Macbroom who have been hired as Selective
Consultant for the Bridge Alternative Study. Selectperson Towbin said the study will deal with the problem
of debris jams at the two bridges on The Great Brook. Dan Currier reported the budget of $31,450 had
been approved during the 3/9/15 Select Board Meeting, and stated the study will begin in May and be
complete by the end of 2015. The Town is required to finance 10% of the grant award, about ($3,100).
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Selectperson Towbin suggested a meeting for discussion be held for residents and neighbors closest to
the bridges to share insights with. Currier presented a contract with CVRPC regarding program delivery a
$1,500 grant that was awarded to the town to assist with project management.
Selectperson Towbin said that the Select Board will review it at a future meeting. Clerk Wells agreed to
email the form after it’s signed.

UPDATE ON TOWN ZONING REVISIONS

Selectperson Strong announced that the new Town Plan is serving as a roadmap for activities of local
government such as zoning, stop signs, traffic control, and so on. He stated that it had been long-awaited
and the results included strategies and time frames. Selectperson Strong suggested Selectperson Ziegler
follow up with the Planning Commission on the status of the Zoning Ordinance revision. Selectperson
Ziegler agreed.

8:04p.m. Ben Graham enters

Constable Cushing reported that he had met with the County Sheriff Meyer and that the Sheriff requested
that a meeting be held to discuss changing the traffic ordinance and suggested it be made a priority.
Cushing specified that stop signs being placed at Creamery Street and Brook Road would be helpful in
slowing traffic in the village. Selectperson Towbin mentioned that a radar sign was in the works.
Selectperson Strong suggested that Alice Merrill be contacted as she had been working on the ordinance.
Cushing agreed to contact Merrill with questions on the progress of the ordinance.

DRB MEETING CONCERNING THE BUS SHELTER

Selectperson Towbin reported that the DRB approved the permitting for the Bus Shelter Roof Project,
with limited signage. He also added that there was only one proposal for the project and that the DRB had
been impressed with the design and seemed enthusiastic. He then mentioned that there are time
constraints to be aware of for the project, and that the project should be completed by May 18th 2015, as
the grant requires the financial piece to be completed by June 30th 2015.

Ben Graham introduced the proposal under his business name “New Frameworks.” Selectperson Strong
asked for Graham’s thoughts on limiting signage. Graham then explained that originally there were going
to be two signs, and the revised design includes one sign that reads Plainfield Village. He reported
that the DRB meeting’s main focus was updating the entire Park and Ride area, due to speculation that
the area had been poorly planned originally.  Selectperson Strong reported that the design for the project
had been sent out to ten contractors for proposals, and the only response was from New Frameworks
with a bid of $7,975 and construction is set to begin immediately. Graham mentioned that Lajeunesse
Construction had contacted him with questions pertaining to the project.

Cushing asked for clarification on specifics of the project’s budget. Graham answered by referring to the
RFP and adding that the solar piece of the Shelter Roof Project should amount to $600-$700 and is
separate from construction which will all be within the project’s budget. Selectperson Towbin advised

Graham to be in communication with Hutchinson who will be outfitting the lighting piece. Selectperson
Plainfield Select Board Meeting. Strong asked Graham how much of the budget will remain considering
the projected cost of the solar array. Graham answered that there is roughly $15,000 in funds for the
project and that they are working within the budget. Clerk Wells stated that she would look at the budget
and affirm the total cost.

8:18p.m. Clerk Wells exits

Selectperson Strong motioned to accept the proposal from New Frameworks $7,975 for the cost of
materials and construction of the new bus shelter roof with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. The
motioned passed 3-0.
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Graham suggested a contract be written to specify the budget. Selectperson Strong requested Graham
write the contract which Graham agreed to. Selectperson Strong Congratulated Graham on his proposal
as contractor for the project being accepted.

8:22 Ben Graham exits

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER REPORT

Karla Haas Moskowitz introduced herself as Plainfield’s Animal Control Officer. She reported on general
topics such as typical calls she makes and receives such as lost animal reports, and calls having to report
the death of animals. She explained an incident when there was confusion about the boundaries defining
Barre Town and Plainfield. Selectperson Towbin inquired about dog license compliance. Haas Moskowitz
reported that she has experienced some challenges by residents questioning the authority of her position.
She described a case where there has been ongoing outreach to a Brook Road family involving dog
licenses. Selectperson Strong inquired if the pet owner has been fined. Haas Moskowitz stated that the
deadline was April 1st, and the family is cooperating effectively, and in this case a fine may have been
counterproductive as one dog has been given away, and one has been licensed.

POSSIBLE SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE SITUATION

Selectperson Towbin reported that he had received a complaint regarding trash build-up on a Brook Road
property. He reported that he has taken pictures of the trash from the road in order for the Board
to determine whether or not the property in in violation of the Solid Waste Ordinance. He made note that
the Ordinance is not a value judgement, and is in place to determine what might be a health threat.
Selectperson Towbin inquired if Haas Moskowitz might feel comfortable speaking with the tenants of the
property given her great ability to communicate with people, and that she is already in communication
with said tenants due to Animal Control dealings. Selectperson Towbin expressed
concern in what the trash pile of plastic bags on property contained. Haas Moskowitz stated that she had
mentioned to the tenants that there had been a report of a possible Waste Ordinance Violation , and the
tenants explained that the bags contained clothing, and that the family is going through medical troubles
at this time and they intend to attend to the trash issue promptly. Haas Moskowitz added that the female
adult tenant of the residence has been quick to respond to communication via Facebook messaging, and
that she has confidence further compliance will ensue, and plans to visit the property in a week’s time.

George Cushing suggested that Plainfield’s Health Officer would be an appropriate person in managing
health issues. Cushing stated that he has notified the property owner about the waste issue, and placed
the responsibility on the owner of the property to resolve the issue. Selectperson Strong stated that the
measures taken must be in reference to the Town Ordinance, and referenced the Ordinance as stating
that either the Health Officer or other authorized agent shall have authority to enforce the compliance to
the Ordinance, and that the position of Health Officer is yet to be filled. He went on to clarify that the
order must be served by verbal communication with the property owner to be followed by written
communication wherein they have ten days to resolve the issue before penalty. Selectperson Towbin
suggested that Cushing be authorized to first attempt verbal communication on the violation of the Waste
Ordinance.

Strong motioned to authorize Constable Cushing to enforce the Ordinance relating to the specified
property on the Brook Road with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

Cushing agreed to deliver a copy of the Solid Waste Ordinance to the property owners.
Selectperson Strong congratulated Haas Moskowitz for being elected to serve on the Cemetery
Commission.

8:30p.m Karla Hass Moskowitz exited

DISCUSSION ON PERMIT FEES
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Selectperson Towbin explained the current prices of Fleet Permit Fees and speculated the fees may need
to increase. He referred to Clerk Wells as having informed him that the fees were decided by the State
and that the Town has some authority in adjusting the amount noting that it was a complicated process.
Selectperson Towbin stated that he plans to contact the State to suggest the increase be
adjusted on a broader scope. Cushing agreed by noting how long the five dollar fee has been the set cost
(1920), and the fee for the permits are to go towards the expensive damage the trucks impose on town
roads. Selectperson Strong encouraged Selectperson Towbin to contact State Representatives about the
permit fees.

Betsy Ziegler motioned to approve Fleet Permits for the following companies with a second from
Selectperson Strong. The motion passed 3-0.

FLEET PERMITS

Walker
Harrison Concrete
Curtis Lumber
GSB Excavation
Suburban Propane
Cardinal Logistics

Betsy Ziegler motioned to approve Single Permits for Harrison Associates Concrete with a second from
Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

8:40p.m. Constable George Cushing exits

Selectperson Strong reported an update on the Pedestrian Bridge Project. The Town received a grant
from VTRANS to design and build a 65ft pedestrian walkway over the river on the south side of the Main
Street bridge. He reported that Staff Sterling Management has been hired to oversee the project, and Pat
Travers, the lead manager contacted Selectperson Strong to arrange an initial meeting. Selectperson
Strong stated that Selectperson Towbin had asked him to be the contact person for the Town relative to
this project, and he reported the meeting was scheduled for Wednesday April 15th at 4p.m. at the
Plainfield Opera House in which David Diamantis and Tim Phillips were invited to attend as
members of the Project Advisory Committee. He then encouraged Selectpersons Towbin and Ziegler to
attend this initial meeting as the project will be a big undertaking.

Selectperson Strong suggested that Laura Ziegler be appointed to serve on the Project Advisory
Committee since she had written a letter of support for the grant application. Selectperson Strong
requested the opinions of fellow Board members which was met with support for the idea.

Selectperson Towbin motioned to appoint Laura Ziegler to the Pedestrian Bridge Advisory Committee if
she accepts the position with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Ziegler said that a resident asked at a previous meeting if she will have an opportunity to
express her concerns about the Pedestrian Bridge Project. Selectperson Strong responded that there will
be public informational meetings to discuss the project.

MINUTES APPROVAL

Selectperson Strong motioned to approve the minutes with minor amendments for 3/9/2015 with a
second from Selectperson Towbin. Motion passed 3-0.

VILLAGE STREET CLEANING

Selectperson Ziegler requested clarification on when Road Crew will begin clean-up operations in the
village. Selectperson Towbin explained that machine used for the village clean-up is no longer available.
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He stated that an attachment to the town’s backhoe is being considered, and the cost would be between
$900- $1200 dollars. He added that manual sweeping is also being considered. He stated that personnel
issues need to be sorted prior to setting a clean-up date and the work will likely be manual. Selectperson
Towbin stated that he should have a specific start date by the next Select Board Meeting. Selectperson
Ziegler noted specific areas that need attention, and added that volunteers during Green-Up Day and the
Conservation Committee might also be of help. Selectperson Towbin suggested the Farmer’s Market
Organizers might also be willing to lend a hand. Selectperson Strong said that he would bring that up at
the Farmer’s Market Organizing Meeting, which isn’t scheduled yet.

Selectperson Strong motioned to close the meeting with a second from Selectperson Towbin. Motion
passed 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Frances Ellis

Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair)

Selectperson David Strong

Selectperson Betsy Ziegler

Date: ________________________


