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Approved
Plainfield Select Board Meeting 4/27/2015

ATTENDANCE: Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Betsy Ziegler,
Town Clerk/ Treasurer Linda Wells, First Constable George Cushing, Video Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes
Recorder Frances Ellis, Karen Bouffard, Sam Davis, Ken Smith, Bob Atchinson, Charlie Cogbill, Tony
Campos, Ed Hutchinson, Dan Towner, Rick Levy, David Armstrong (GMTA), Dan Gadd, Rich Nichol
(Solartech, INC.), Andrea Stefani, Ben Graham.

7:02p.m. Meeting called to order.

AGENDA

Selectperson Strong moved to approve agenda with a second from Selectperson Towbin. Motion passed
3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Selectperson Towbin reported that there will be an informational meeting at The Plainfield Opera House
to discuss the culvert construction on Lower Road on Tuesday April 28th at 7p.m. and that and nearby
residents and people who commute via Lower Road are strongly encouraged to attend. He stated that
the contractors will be in attendance and that the project should take about three weeks and the
projected completion date will be before July 31st, though it is not certain.

Selectperson Towbin reported that there will be a Bridge Alternatives Study Meeting on Wednesday April
29th at Grace Church 4p.m. The study is to examine alternatives to replacing the Bridge on Mill Street,
and the village bridge on Brook Road.

TOWN CLERK REPORT

APPOINTMENTS

Clerk Wells reported that there were two applicants for the position open for Cemetery Commission
which were Greg Light and Charlene Ibey. Selectperson Towbin requested a recommendation for either
applicant.

Clerk Wells reported that Charlie Cogbill wanted to be reappointed to the Conservation Commission.

Selectperson Towbin moved to elect Charlie Cogbill onto the Conservation Commission with a second
from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed 3-0.

Clerk Wells reported that the Bus Shelter Permit has been approved and that construction is ready to
begin.

Clerk Wells requested that a meeting be scheduled in the following weeks for the Board to review the
Town Budget. A meeting was then scheduled for May 7th at the Municipal Building.
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Clerk Wells reported making an inquiry to VTRANS regarding speed radar sign and stop signs.
Selectperson Towbin explained that the radar sign will be installed on Barre Hill Road and in the village.

ROAD REPORT

Selectperson Towbin opened discussion regarding tree/ woody debris removal in the Great Brook. He
said that a tree near Gray Road was in danger of blocking the channel and he thought it should be
removed, leaving the root-ball to prevent erosion. He reported that the Cameron Road bridge needs
monitoring. Pat Ross recommended that the tree that could create log jams be cut into 4ft pieces.
Selectperson Towbin reported that permission to deal with debris in question has been granted by
landowner. Selectperson Strong expressed the need to remove trees in the Brook that are not anchored
and suggested trees in the lower reaches of the Great Brook be examined and marked if determined
precarious. Selectperson Towbin suggested that Cogbill, George Springston, Dan Gadd, and Selectperson
Strong view the debris in question as a group.

7:12p.m. Dan Gadd entered

CVTV LETTER OF SUPPORT REQUEST

Tony Campos of Central Vermont Television explained that CVTV is applying for a USDA Grant to upgrade
their broadcasting system. He explained the upgrade would entail upgrading the playback system, their
streaming speed, and that the new machine will make streaming live possible so residents can view
meetings as they are happening from home. Selectperson Towbin read the letter of support for their
grant and then said how valuable a service CVTV provides and the importance of making meetings
available to resident’s homes.

7:22p.m. David Armstrong enters

Selectperson Ziegler motioned to approve Board sending the USDA Letter of Support for CVTV with a
second from Selectperson Strong. Motion passed 3-0.

7:27p.m. Tony Campos exits

REPORT ON GODDARD MEETING CONCERNING WATER / WASTE WATER

Selectperson Strong reported that he, Goddard President Robert Kenny, Greg Chamberlin, Jim Jamele,
and Goddard Facilities Director Scott Blanchard were in attendance for the meeting that took place on
April 23rd. He then read a letter written by Robert Kenny which stated that Blanchard will be in
communication with Chamberlin regarding his concerns regarding access to the water shut-off valve; that

Goddard will notify Water and Waste Water of any spillage, and that Goddard will continue to be
responsible for all damages that might occur. Selectperson Strong reported that a meeting was scheduled
between the Project Manager, and the architect of the woodchip heating plant to meet with Greg
Chamberlin on Monday May 4th at the wastewater treatment plant 2:30pm to discuss the Water and
Wastewater Commission’s concerns about the construction of the woodchip plant.

7:32p.m. Andrea Stefani enters
7:34 Ben Graham enters
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Karen Bouffard reported that Goddard had responded to a motion she filed to stay. She stated that she
believes that the Town prohibits floor drains, and presented a document that shows Goddard
plans floor drains, and her concern relates to discharge. She recommended the Town hire an attorney to
review Goddard’s reply. Selectperson Towbin suggested that the meeting between Tim Maker and Greg
Chamberlin may clarify concerns regarding drainage, and that the cost of hiring an attorney for the Town
should be considered carefully. Bouffard commented on Attorney Halpert’s effectiveness in the past in
relation to Goddard. Towbin praised Halpert on his work to preserve the town zoning laws, and
suggested that considering an attorney might be postponed until Chamberlin reports on the meeting.
Selectperson Strong stated that to his knowledge, the Act 250 permit indicates that a certain amount of
discharge is allowed and referenced a letter from Chamberlin stating that Water and Wastewater’s initial
concerns regarding sump discharge have been addressed.

Bouffard inquired as to where the sump discharge would go. Selectperson Strong admitted that the
language around the sump location was confusing, but the drain from the boiler will go to the
wastewater plant, and that no chemicals will contact the boiler room floor. Bouffard referred to a
conversation with Chamberlin earlier in the day he mentioned two drains and that he was not informed
as to where the second drain would be located, and that he has approved only one that is the dedicated
line to wastewater. Selectperson Strong referred to Selectperson Towbin’s resolve which was to hear the
report from the meeting between Tim Maker and Greg Chamberlin before considering any legal actions
and (addressing Bouffard) if interests are not met to move forward after the meeting. Selectperson
Strong invited a representative of the opponents of the project to attend the meeting on May 4th.

7:42P.M. George Cushing enters

BUS SHELTER DISCUSSION

7:46p.m. Karen Bouffard, Rick Levy, and Dan Towner exited

Selectperson Towbin announced that GMTA has offered to construct a post and beam bus shelter for the
Park and Ride due to it being a bus stop of substantial ridership. David Armstrong of GMTA
explained that Plainfield’s Park and Ride stop has the second highest ridership in Central Vermont and
because of this GMTA has offered Plainfield a newly constructed shelter for this location.

Selectperson Towbin explained that the Town has hired contractors to rebuild the roof on the shelter we
have at the bus stop, using grant monies. Selectperson Strong suggested that the Bus Shelter Project
move forward and another location be decided to then relocate the newly constructed shelter making
room for GMTA’S gift. He proposed that a location be found on Route 2.

Selectperson Strong inquired as to the time allowed for the Town of Plainfield to accept the gift from
GMTA. Armstrong stated that he would check with GMTA the following day and be in contact with the
Board. Graham offered to assist in the installation of the existing shelter.

Cushing made a case that the bus stop ridership on Route 2 would greatly increase if there was a shelter
on Route 2 by the Post office. Selectperson Towbin stated that the State is skeptical about bus stop
locations on Route 2, and that it might be possible if the stop was on private property just off Route 2.
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Cushing inquired as to how the grant money could otherwise be used if not for Park and Ride. The Board
responded that the grant could only be used for this project and the time period to use the resource is
three weeks. Selectperson Towbin inquired to Graham about his contract for Board signature in which
Graham responded by stating that the GMTA offer created uncertainty as to whether the project was to
move forward and that he would deliver the contract to the Board the following day.

Selectperson Strong requested clarification on the licensor/ licensee concept from Armstrong who
clarified that GMTA is the licensee, and the Town of Plainfield the licensor. Armstrong stated that GMTA
was responsible for maintenance and removal of GMTA bus shelters.
Selectperson Strong offered to follow-up on possible site locations for the structure that exists currently.

8:09p.m. David Armstrong, Ed Hutchinson, and Clerk Wells exited

STATUS OF PROPOSED SOLAR ARRAY

Selectperson Strong introduced Rich Nichols who assisted in obtaining funding for the project. He then
reported visiting two possible locations for the Town’s solar array site which were behind the School
Street building and at the park and ride. Selectperson Towbin explained that the project is expected to
pay for itself in providing electricity for the Municipal Building and other Town buildings. Stefani inquired
if residents will be able to use the electricity the solar array provides in which Selectperson Towbin
answered that the electricity it will provide would not be enough to power resident’s homes.

Selectperson Strong stated that in order to move ahead with planning a special Town meeting needs to
be announced so that voters can vote to approve its financing. He reported that there is a $10,000 grant
that has been reserved for the Town of Plainfield through the Renewable Energy Resource Center.
He explained that the grant money reserved for this project will expire August 11th 2015 and that it may
be possible to extend this deadline. Atchinson responded that the funding has run out. Nichols explained
that it is generally not in their policy to allow extensions although Municipalities may have an exception
due to the process being complex.

Selectperson Towbin inquired of Nichols whether or not the array was likely to pay for itself. Nichols
confirmed that the minimum life of the panels to be 25 years and that the system will easily pay for itself
in half of that time proving 10-15 years of free electricity.  Selectperson Towbin inquired if Green
Mountain Power has a history of compliance with solar arrays in which Nichols answered that GMP has
designed its infrastructure to integrate renewable energy systems onto their grid and that there should
be no problems. Selectperson Strong presented a photo of a solar array and inquired of Nichols if the
photo provided by him is what the Town might have installed in which Nichols confirmed was similar
differing in size. Nichols suggested the park and ride location would be less expensive than the School
House Apartments site, though the School house would be better for sun exposure after minimal tree
removal. There was some debate about expansion on the park and ride location and it was decided that
it is possible to expand on that site, and further discussion about time relating to the completion of the
project within the grant’s timeframe.

Selectperson Ziegler requested clarification on the project’s construction process and cost. Nichols
explained the process and reiterated the need to request an extension immediately. Selectperson Strong
suggested the solar array informational meeting be included as a Select Board agenda item when the
total cost any projected gains are clarified. Atchinson stated he would meet with Karen Starr and have
the numbers ready for the next Board meeting and that the installation would need to be scheduled no
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later than the first of July (2015). Nichols offered to send a request to grant provider requesting an
extension.

Report on initial Pedestrian Bridge Sidewalk Project Meeting

8:36p.m. Rich Nichols, Bob Atchinson, and Andrea Stefani, and Dan Gadd exited

Selectperson Strong explained that Pat Travers the local manager for the Pedestrian Bridge Project is
preparing a request for proposal for engineers to produce a design for the bridge. He stated the next
meeting will take place after the draft for proposal is complete and that the Advisory Committee will
meet to review bids from engineering companies.  He reported that the Project Advisory Committee
consists of Dave Diamantis, Tim Phillips, Laura Zeigler, and possibly Marge Christie.

Selectperson Strong moved to appoint Marge Christie onto the Project Advisory Committee with a
second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

STOP SIGNS AND TRAFFIC CALMING

Selectperson Towbin reported that the installation of radar and additional stop signs have been decided
on as means to slowing traffic entering the village. He explained that the new locations for stop signs on
Creamery and Mill Street need to be added to the current ordinance. Selectperson Towbin stated that he
was uncertain if a traffic study was necessary, and that he has contacted Clerk Wells about the
requirements. Constable Cushing offered that he had spoken with an Officer and that he suggested the
Town go ahead with the process of installing signs in the locations that they had discussed. Selectperson
Towbin explained that the League of Cities and Towns mandate the signs and speed limits must be on the
current ordinance for the law to be enforced. He then requested Constable Cushing take an inventory of
existing signs to be sure all signs are in place in which Cushing agreed to do. Cushing suggested that the
speed radar sign could be helpful in slowing traffic on Brook Road and Main Street. Selectperson Towbin
explained that the sign can be securely relocated as needed.

Constable Cushing gave an update on the violation of the Solid Waste Ordinance case on the Brook Road
in Stating that the property owner plans to serve an eviction notice to tenants and the waste should be
removed within 90 days.

VILLAGE PLANTINGS AND CLEAN UP

Selectperson Towbin reported that he has contacted Sarah Albert and Jan Waterman of the Conservation
Commission though neither could attend 4/27/2015 meeting to discuss village clean up coordination.
Selectperson Ziegler reported that she had contacted Becky Buchanan on the Conservation Commission
who is organizing Green Up Day for the Town. Selectperson Ziegler explained that the clean-up would
entail ongoing maintenance of the village during the warm months and that foliage might be planted in
high visibility locations. Cushing added that the Plainfield Business Alliance (PABA) has also spoken of
planting flowers and such in town, and that they may be a source of volunteers.

Selectperson Ziegler announced that Green UP Day is Saturday May 2nd and encouraged volunteers to
help clean-up the village.
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Selectperson Towbin reported that the Roads Crew would likely resolve to clean village streets manually.
Selectperson Ziegler suggested that village clean-up be a combined effort between Roads Crew and
volunteers over the following weekend and that residents and business owners consider the
maintenance of their properties.

DISCUSSION OF SIDEWALK ON CREAMERY STREET

Selectperson Strong stated that Greg Light of Creamery Street had written a letter requesting that the
Creamery Street sidewalk be repaired or replaced, that it was unsafe and to consider restoring the
sidewalk to run the length of the street as it had previously.

Selectperson Strong presented a map of the village from The Pedestrian Safety Study which showed a
rebuilt sidewalk . He then suggested that study could serve as a resource in the Town’s request for a
grant to restore the sidewalk to make it safer for pedestrians. Selectperson Strong reported that the
deadline for the potential grant ends in August.

FIELD NOTES FUNDING REQUEST

Selectperson Towbin explained that in recent history the Town has given funding of $3,000 to Twinfield’s
“Field Notes” publication and presented the question of continuing said funding. Selectperson Strong
responded in stating that in 2014 said funding was reallocated to the Town of Plainfield’s Website and
that those funds are not dedicated to Field Notes any longer due to the publication no longer being sent
out to Town residents. Selectperson Towbin suggested that Twinfield’s Principal Mark Mooney be invited
to speak to the Select Board to clarify what Field Notes is offering as a publication.

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLAN

Selectperson Strong moved to approve the 2015 Local Emergency Plan with a second from Selectperson
Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0. Selectperson Towbin signed the document.

PERMITS / MINUTES

Selectperson Ziegler moved to approve the Outside Consumption Permit for the Country Club of Barre
with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve a road access permit on 351 Bartlett Road requested by
Matthew and Alelia Clark; the motion was seconded by Selectperson Strong, and the motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Strong expressed the need for future clarification using maps and zoning etc. in order to
approve road access permits and the like.

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the single permit for Mathew’s Excavating with a second from
Selectperson Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Strong motioned to approve Minutes of the Special Meeting for April 13th 2015 as amended
with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.
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Selectperson Strong motioned to approve Minutes of the Special Meeting for April 15th 2015 with a
second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to adjourn meeting with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion passed
3-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Frances Ellis

Select Board Chair Bram Towbin

Selectperson David Strong

Selectperson Betsy Ziegler

Date


