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Attendance: Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Betsy Ziegler,
Constable George Cushing, Video Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes Recorder Frances Ellis, Andrew
Perchlik (Marshfield Select Board), Tim Phillips, Rachel Popoli, Paula Emery, Dan Towner, Ed
Hutchinson, Bob Atchinson

7:04 called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the agenda with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. Motion
passed 3-0

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Strong announced that on Sunday May 17th the third Dance, Sing, Jump Around program
will be held at the Plainfield Opera House from 3-4:30pm. and followed by a potluck at the Rec Field.
Selectperson Ziegler helped organize the event which she described as being child friendly family
focused, that there will be guided basic line and circle dancing, and live music.

Selectperson Strong announced two related events coming up at the Plainfield Opera House; the first
happening on Friday May 22nd from 7-9pm. hosted by Rob Mermin who had trained with Marcel Marceau
will be showing a silent film by Marcel Carne (1942) followed by a discussion (suggested donation of
$10). Selectperson Strong announced that on May 23rd Rob Mermin will lead a workshop on mime
techniques from 10a.m. to 1p.m. for $30.

ROAD REPORT

Selectperson Towbin (Road Commissioner) reported that the equipment that has been used for street
sweeping used in the past is not available. He said that the village will be cleaned using an attachment
added to a weed whacker and debris will be removed by a bucket loader. Selectperson Towbin
acknowledged that complaints have been made concerning the appearance of the village streets, and
that Roads Crew is waiting on rain to decrease the dust issue.

FIELD NOTES

Selectperson Strong explained that the reason that the Board has discontinued funding is due to Field
Notes becoming a largely online publication. The Town used to help to fund it to print Plainfield’s Select
Board, and other Town Commission Minutes. It used to be mailed to all Town residents .He noted that the
Town is now using CVTV and Front Porch Forum. He requested that Popoli describe Field Notes in its
current format. Rachel Popoli (Twinfield’s Field Notes Coordinator) introduced herself as being new to the
position and expressed apologies that Mark Mooney was unable to attend. Popoli explained that Field
Notes is now largely electronic and is sent to registered recipients via an email service. It has a similar
layout as was used in its previous paper format. There are over 600 subscribers and a subscription can
be requested using a link on Twinfield Union School’s website. She described the features of the
publication as offering video and photos covering student showcases, fundraisers, events, archives, that
there is a section for Community Notes, and Principle Mark Mooney’s monthly notes. She then added that
community news and announcements be submitted by the 15th of each month as Field Notes is issued
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on the 1st. Popoli said that circulation in paper format has been reduced in number due to cost, and the
print format can be found at Cutler Library in Plainfield, Marshfield’s Jaquith Library, Twinfield School, and
the Town Clerk’s offices in both Marshfield and Plainfield. Selectperson Strong said that Town funds used
to help with printing and mailing costs, and requested that the Field Notes budget be presented before the
Board in order for it to consider allocating funds.

Selectperson Towbin explained that the Board needs to present the value of the funding to benefit
community. Selectperson Ziegler inquired if Meeting notes from towns can be included in the monthly
publication and Popoli affirmed they can. Selectperson Ziegler then expressed the need for residents who
do not have the internet to have access to Field Notes. Popoli answered that not all copies are being
taken from the disbursement locations thus far, and was open to suggestion for better locations.
Selectperson Ziegler suggested that there be a post on Front Porch Forum each month to increase
readership and subscriptions. Mrs. Popoli will give us budget information.

7:22p.m. Popoli exits

VT ALERT SYSTEM

Selectperson Towbin explained that the free service, Vermont Alert System requires two components,
one being a county-specific public sign-up for weather and emergency alerts, and the other being that
messages be able to target alerts to people who may or not be signed up in the case of emergencies in
specific areas. The Marshfield Dam is one area needing special monitoring. He described the service as
being able to send alert messages to those who are not signed-up by using location sensor data to warn
drivers in certain geographic areas. The town designates official contacts for VT Alert such as the Fire
Chief. He announced that there will be a two hour training on June 8th and he encouraged 1st responders
and fire department teams from both Marshfield and Plainfield to coordinate emergency management.

LOWER ROAD CULVERT

Selectperson Towbin described the need for the Lower Road culvert to be replaced. He said that the
project will take approximately three weeks during summer during which time Lower Road will be closed.
The May 2011 flood has raised awareness to prevention of flooding. Selectperson Ziegler inquired about
the Lower Road Culvert Meeting, and its attendance. Selectperson Towbin said the attendance was high,
and referred to the severe disruption and inconvenience it would create for the residents and business
owners on Lower Road with apologies.

GODDARD WATER AND WASTEWATER DISCUSSION

Selectperson Strong reported that the meeting regarding water and wastewater took place on May 4th at
the water treatment plant and that Greg Chamberlin (Chief Operator of Water and Wastewater), Tim
Maker (Goddard Biomass Project Manager), John McCullough (Project Architect), Mary Lane (Water and
Wastewater commission), Sam Davis (project opponent), and himself were present for the purpose of
reviewing plans and to answer questions regarding chemicals, and drainage. Goddard’s protocols for any
incidents are that they are to be reported immediately to Chamberlin. Water and WW will meet with
Chamberlin again later in the week. Selectperson Strong clarified that floor drains are permitted under the
current Town ordinance and that the only drainage directly from the boiler will enter the floor drain.
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CONCERNS ABOUT BUMPOUTS ACROSS FROM POSITIVE PIE

Selectperson Towbin explained that the bump-outs on Main Street were constructed as a means of
slowing traffic in the village, and as a result a number of parking spaces for businesses have been
eliminated. Paula

Emery (resident) suggested that one bump-out located at the end of the church driveway on the west side
be removed largely due to the fact that it is in disrepair, and did not serve its purpose. Emery presented
images for the board to show the state of the bump-out and drainage problem. She went on to note that
the location was also a key parking space for Positive Pie. Emery offered her help in its removal if
needed. Selectperson Ziegler speculated the mud and loose soil over concrete Emery had described as a
potential drainage issue that could also affect ground water.

BUS SHELTER

Selectperson Strong reviewed the bus shelter situation. He said that the gifted timber frame bus shelter is
intended by GMTA for the Park and Ride location. Our plan is to have New Frameworks construct the roof
on existing shelter as planned, and then to relocate the shelter when the timber frame shelter’s
construction begins. Since the bus stop on Route 2 is in need of a shelter, he has been in touch with
VTRANS about installing a shelter on the right of way, and found out that it can be permitted without
much trouble. Selectperson Towbin suggested the Black Bear parking lot as another option for a shelter
location. Selectperson Towbin suggested it might be an attractive feature of Black Bear’s lot as that
section of the parking lot cannot be utilized for expanded parking under its contract. Selectperson Towbin
said he would discuss the idea with the property and business owners.

SOLAR ARRAY

Bob Atchinson explained why the Park and Ride location would be better than the Town property behind
the old School House: ease of building on site, shorter cable lines, few trees needing to be cleared. There
was some discussion about issues dealing with the visibility of the array, and room for expansion in which
the park and ride site was found to have potential. Selectperson Strong requested an estimated cost for
the project. Atchinson said the cost would be $1,342 for A/C wiring, and called attention to the
spreadsheets provided to the Board that gave an overview of costs. Atchinson said that the cost would be
approximately $3.50 per installed watt that would amount to about $25,000, and suggested that a loan be
taken out for more than specified amount to account for potential unexpected costs. In response to a
question from Selectperson Towbin who inquired as to how long the array is expected to function,
Atchinson said about thirty years, and the inverter warranty covers 10-15 years, leaving 15 years of free
electricity after the Town has paid for the project. Ed Hutchinson referred to the Municipal Building’s
electric bills that he had looked over with Clerk Wells and reported that they have averaged $3,000 a
year, and suggested that the cost be compared to a ten year loan of $30,000 when considering the
amount to borrow. Selectperson Strong referred to the interest that would incur during the term. There
was some discussion on the length of time before the investment would provide benefits which
Selectperson Strong clarified as being approximately ten years.

7:40 Dan Towner exits
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7:44 Paula Emery exits

Bob Atchinson expressed the need to vote as soon as possible, ideally in two weeks. Selectperson
Strong said that the vote will be on June 23rd. Atchinson said that the project needs to be completed with
all payments disbursed by August 31st in order to remain eligible for the $10,000 grant awarded for the
project. Selectperson Strong said that a Public Information Meeting will be scheduled not more than ten
days prior to the 23rd meeting.

Selectperson Towbin moved to hold a vote on the whether the Town should authorize the Board to
borrow up to $30,000 for a period of ten years to install a small scale renewable energy system to offset
Municipal power costs, with a second from Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0

Public hearing date to be announced.

REPORT ON GREEN UP DAY

Selectperson Ziegler reported that Green Up Day was a success and gave credit to Twinfield students
who helped on April 30th by cleaning the village and surrounding roads. She said that collectively the
students filled a dumpster worth of waste, and that there were two trips to the landfill for furniture items
and forty tires. She thanked Tim, and all volunteers who helped with Green Up Day. She reported that
there may be money available to help with gardening costs in the Friends of the Winooski fund. She
added that there have been volunteers who have offered to help with labor, and that more funding is
needed to purchase mulch and other items to improve the appearance of the village.

8:45p.m. Hutchinson and Atchinson exit

WOODY DEBRIS IN THE GREAT BROOK

Selectperson Strong reported that a site visit is to take place on May 16th from 9am to 12pm.
Selectperson Strong, Charlie Cogbill, and George Springston have agreed to meet at Mill Street and
Brook Road for the purpose of walking some of the length of the Great Brook, and marking debris that
should be cut or removed.

FLEET PERMITS / MINUTES

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve permits for specified persons and business with a second from
Selectperson Strong. The motion passed 3-0

List of approved FLEET Permits:

Darcy Nelson

Black Rock Coal

Single Weight Permit:

Terry Foster
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Selectperson Strong moved to approve the Minutes of the Select Board Meeting from April 27th as
amended with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed 3-0

CONTINUATION OF SOLAR ARRAY DISCUSSION

Selectperson Ziegler suggested the Board be prepared to present incentives for the Solar Array to
Plainfield residents. Selectperson Towbin responded in stating that the Board is responsible for making
the case of monetary benefits and that Hutchinson and Atchinson will be representing the project at the
Public Information Meeting. Selectperson Ziegler suggested that the details of the project be simplified for
the meeting. Selectperson Towbin suggested that Selectperson Ziegler combine efforts in simplifying the
promotion of the project, to which Selectperson Ziegler agreed.

Selectperson Strong announced that there were grants available through Central Vermont Regional
Planning to help low income families homeowners with their septic systems. Selectperson Strong will post
the information regarding said CVRP grant program on Front Porch Forum.

Selectperson Strong moved to adjourn meeting with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. The motion
passed 3-0.

9:05p.m. meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted,

Frances Ellis

Select Board Chair Bram Towbin

Selectperson David Strong

Selectperson Betsy Ziegler

Date: ________________________




