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Plainfield Select Board Meeting 
05/12/14 
APPROVED 

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill, Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Bram Towbin, Town 

Clerk/Treasurer Linda Wells, Times Argus Reporter Eric Blaisdell, Video Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes 

Recorder Mary Fleming. 

 

7:03 P.M.  Called to order 

Lynn Boynton entered. 

 

Hearing on Animal Control Ordinance & Plainfield Select Board Meeting 

Selectperson Merrill reviewed the proposed ordinance aloud.  There are copies available at the Town 

Office for the public to review. 

She stated revisions have been made and a second hearing will most likely be necessary. 

Lynn Boynton stated she would like the definition of nuisance in the ordinance to be clarified.   

 

Selectperson Strong indicated that the definition is found under Section 3.   

Selectperson Strong moved to approve the amendments to the proposed animal ordinance with a 

second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.   

 

A second hearing on the proposed Animal Control Ordinance will be held on Tuesday, May 27th, at 7:00 

p.m. 

Selectperson Strong moved to close the Public Hearing with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The 

motion passed, 3-0.   

 

Lynn Boynton exited. 

 

TOWN CLERK/TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Clerk Wells submitted a draft of a letter to the Fleury’s for Selectperson Merrill’s signature. 

 

Paula Emery of the Planning Commission entered. 

 

Clerk Wells inquired about the funds allocated for this fiscal year for the Skate Board Park.   

Selectperson Towbin stated that work is going on now and the funds are being used from FY2013-14. 

 

Lou and Henry LoRe entered. 

Lou stated he is on the Rec. Field Committee and he is attending the meeting to request clay for the ball 

field at a cost of $1,600.00, delivered. 
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He stated that this would be a great improvement in the playing surface and that less effort would be 

needed to maintain it. 

The supplier is located in Castleton, VT.   

Lou will research this issue further and attend the next meeting with more information. 

Lou and Henry exited. 

 

The Town was awarded a grant for ergonomic office equipment from the Vermont League of Cities and 

Towns.   

Clerk Wells has ordered a standing desk set up and it will be in over the next few weeks. 

 

Clerk Wells exited. 

 

Road Foreman/Highway Commissioner report 

Selectperson Towbin stated a town truck lost two tires and went into the oncoming lane on US2.   There 

were two people injured.   

There is an investigation to see what went wrong with the tires. 

He stated that the Town sends its well wishes to the injured people. 

 

Selectperson Merrill inquired about the sink holes needing repair on the Brook Road and Maxfield Road. 

 

Selectperson Towbin stated the Brook Road hole is being worked on. 

 

Selectperson Towbin raised concern regarding a problem with the Town ambulance.  The head gasket 

failed after 8,000 miles.  The dealer said this was not covered under warranty as too much time had 

passed.  The repair cost will be scrutinized.  Selectperson Towbin feels the tax payer should not bear the 

cost. 

 

Bridge Summary Report 

 

Selectperson Towbin went over the 2013 Bridges Report. 

  

He stated that bridge 25 on Brook Road has a guardrail issue and the downstream wing needs 

buttressing. 
He went on to report that the following bridges are in need of attention: 

 

Lee Road Bridge 26 - Erosion problem 

Bridge 12 - Guardrail issue and a tree needs to be taken down 

Bridge 27 - Needs drains checked 

 

Selectperson Merrill moved to sign the Bridge Inspection Summary Report with a second from 

Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
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Gary Graves & George Cushing entered.   

 

Selectperson Merrill inquired about dates for the street sweeping and pavement marking to be done. 

Selectperson Towbin stated that dates haven’t been set yet.  They are waiting to hear on if paving will 

be happening before scheduling these projects. 

 

Selectperson Strong stated there is a rotted pine tree in the Town’s right-of-way at the intersection of 

Creamery Street and Main Street.   

 

Will Colgan and Michael Birnbaum entered. 

 

Selectperson Strong will follow up with Nicko Rubin, Tree Warden, to remove the pine tree. 

 

Mailbox replacement 

Selectperson Towbin stated that the draft of the proposed policy states that a standard mailbox will be 

replaced by the Town for residents whose boxes are damaged by plowing. 

The policy will be revised and then reviewed again at the next Board meeting.   

 

Cell Tower discussion 

Will Colgan gave background on last fall’s hearing on the installation of a VTel tower on Upper Road.    

The Select Board and the Planning Commission wrote a letter  to the Public Service Board objecting to 

this project since it does not comply with the Town Plan.    

 The Town recommended that the VTel continue negotiations to co-locate on the existing Cloud Alliance 

Tower.   

Will stated that VTEL has submitted an application to the PSB for the installation of a tower, citing that 

previous negotiations with Cloud Alliance had broken down. 

Will stated VTEL indicated it is too expensive to co-locate on the Cloud Alliance Tower.  He went on to 

state that this is not a strong enough reason to satisfy the Town as a reason for not co-locating it. 

 

Will recommended that the Select Board write a letter requesting intervener status and a public hearing.  

This status, if granted, would make the Town a party to the application.  This would allow the Town to 

submit evidence during a public hearing on the application. 

The deadline to apply for intervener status is May 20th, 2014. 

 

Selectperson Strong will attend a meeting of the Town Planning Commission to discuss this further. 

 

Paula exited. 
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Selectperson Merrill stated that AT&T is upgrading their facility on the Upper Road.  They are replacing 

existing antennas with larger ones that will be enclosed .   

This upgrade will increase phone access and internet speed in the Plainfield area. 

 

Eric Blaisdell exited. 

 

Mike & Will exited. 

 

Bob Atchinson entered. 

 

TOWN HALL UPDATE 

 

Selectperson Strong stated the bids for the new west side fire exit are due May 19th.   

There were four or five contractors at the bid inspection meeting. 

He went on to say that once this door is installed, the Hall will be compliant with the fire codes. 

  

He stated that Kevin Dupont came to look at insulating the side walls and attic.   

Selectperson Strong stated that Energy Efficiency Grant application needs to be completed. 

A two inch urethane foam seal is needed for the attic and a grant from New England Grass Roots 

Foundation is a possibility for funding this.  The cost is $3,000.00. 

 

Selectperson Strong reported that Gary Goulette believes a bigger heating unit is needed to heat the 

Hall.  

The cost is $7,614.63 to install a larger unit it in the boiler room. 

Selectperson Towbin moved to authorize Allways Plumbing & Heating to install a new boiler in the 

Plainfield Town Hall and Opera House with a second from Selectperson Merrill.   

 

Discussion followed 

 

There will be a meeting with Gary Goulette of  Allways Plumbing & Heating, Rich Phillips, Selectperson 

Strong, and Bob Atchinson to discuss the heating system on Monday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. at the Town 

Hall and Opera House .  This meeting will follow the Planning Commission meeting. 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to withdraw the motion to install a new boiler in the Town Hall with a 

second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3 -0. 

 

Selectperson Strong met with the Town Hall Event Coordinators about planning a community event.   

It would involve a ribbon cutting ceremony, opening reception for the Town Hall, and a variety show 

depicting the Town’s history to be held on Saturday, September 6th, Old Home Day.   

 

He went on to state the town  will apply for a grant from the Vermont Arts Council to help fund this. 
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There is a Town match required for the grant.  $1,000.00 of this match could be covered by the 

Coordinators’ salary, and the other $1,000.00 can be covered by the money allocated for Plainfield Old 

Home Days.   

  

Karl Bissex entered. 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved with a second from Selectperson Strong to approve applying for a grant 

from the Vermont Arts Council in the amount of $2,000.00 to fund an Opening Ceremony and Variety 

Show for the Town Hall, with a Town match of $2,000.00, with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The 

motion passed, 3-0.   

 

Revolving Loan Fund  

Karl Bissex stated that the Revolving Loan Fund Committee has a request from Jan Danziger for a 

$20,000.00 loan for a new roof on her home. 

He reported that the loan fund has a balance of $168,000.00 with $8,000.00  owed back to it in loan 

money. 

He stated that the Committee would like to create a brochure to get the word out that the fund is 

available. 

Selectperson Merrill suggested that the committee first post information on the Town website and that 

Karl return with more specifics on the brochure. 

 

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the recommendation of the Revolving Loan Fund Committee to 

loan Jan Danziger $20,000.00, at 2.25% interest for a seven year term, for a new roof on her home with 

a second from Selectperson Merrill.  There was a discussion about clarifying who is eligible to apply for a 

loan and if an income threshold should be considered.  Karl will take the issue up with the RLF 

Committee.  The motion passed, 3-0. 

 

 Selectperson Merrill reported that there have been complaints about rats in the Village.It was 

determined that the problem stemmed from a garage at 13 Creamery Street which contained a large 

amount of trash.   

The Town Health Officer and the Town Constable inspected the property.   

The owners, Richard & Heidi Fleury, have been sent a Health notice informing them that the trash has 

been removed, as it is deemed a public health hazard. 

They have been contacted and informed that the garbage was removed, as it is deemed a public health 

hazard.  They agreed to pay for this removal. 

Selectperson Merrill reviewed the letter and invoice for the total cost incurred to dispose of the trash, 

asking the Fleury’s to remit the amount due to the Town.  
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Selectperson Towbin made a motion to authorize Selectperson Merrill to sign the letter to the Fleury’s 

regarding reimbursement from them to the Town for the trash removal from their property at 13 

Creamery Street with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0. 

 

BEAN ROAD TRAILER 

 

Selectperson Strong will in touch with contractors. 

 

There will be a hearing with VTtrans on Thursday, May 29, to discuss the US2/Blinking light intersection 

at the Plainfield Town Hall Opera House. 

 

Rest of agenda postponed to the May 27th meeting 

 

9:30 P.M. Selectperson Towbin moved to adjourn with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The 

motion passed, 3-0.   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
  
Mary Fleming       
 
 
  
__________________________                   ___________________________ 
Select Board Chair, Alice Merrill                 Selectperson, David Strong                         
  
 __________________________                 ______________________________ 
Selectperson, Bram Towbin                         Date 
 
 

 


