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Attendance: Selectperson Bram Towbin (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Betsy Ziegler,
Town Clerk Linda Wells, Constable George Cushing, Video Recorder Joe Staab , Minutes Recorder
Frances Ellis, Ed Hutchinson, Jan Waterman, Michael Nolan, Dan Gadd

7:03pm. Meeting called to order.

Selectperson Strong moved to approve the agenda with two additions with a second from Selectperson
Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Selectperson Strong reported on a Fair Housing Training he attended which the Community
Development Grant (CDBG) Program requires in order to be eligible for public funding. He said that
there is a need to consider what we do with zoning as a means to affordable housing opportunities.

Clerk Wells announced that there will be a Public Information Meeting to discuss the Solar Array Project
on Tuesday the 16th at 7pm. that will be held at the Town Hall Opera House followed by a vote at the
Municipal Building on June 23rd from 9am- 7pm. Absentee ballots are available.

Selectperson Towbin announced that UVM’s School of Spatial Analysis will be conducting an aerial
study of the Winooski and the Great Brook regarding geomorphic concerns to collect data for policy
making on woody debris and erosion.  It will take place on Wednesday June 10th at 9am at the
Recreation Field.

TOWN CLERK REPORT

Clerk Wells announced that the following people are interested in serving on Town Committees:

Greg Light for the vacant position on the Cemetery Commission

Mary Trevice for the vacant position on the Conservation Commission

Jean Hamilton for the vacant position on the Planning Commission

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve all appointments with a second from Selectperson Ziegler. The
motion passed 3-0.

Clerk Wells reported that VTRANS Department of Research and Development has sent an engineer to
evaluate the dangerous intersection at Route 2 and Main Street. She requested the Board review and
sign a right of way letter to be sent to VTRANS.
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Selectperson Towbin moved to affirm that the Plainfield Select Board claims that Main Street has a right
of way equal to three rods centered on the path of way with a second from Selectperson Strong. The
motion passed 3-0. A letter will be sent to VTRANS to document this claim.

7:15pm. Michael Nolan enters

Clerk Wells presented a bid for winter sand to be hauled by Jim Paradee at $6.75 per yard. Nolan
advised Gravel Construction’s bid was $7.00 per yard.

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the bid from Joe Paradee Trucking at $6.75 a yard for a total of
4,000 yards with a second from Selectperson Strong. The motion passed 3-0.
7:25pm. Pat Travers enters

Nolan advised that Gravel Construction will give us a $.50 discount on gravel if we pay up front.
Selectperson Towbin moved to pay half of the gravel expense up-front with a second from Selectperson
Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0.

ROAD REPORT

Michael Nolan reported two culverts had washed-out on Gore Road and that a grant is needed to
replace one of them which is undersized. He added that there is a similar situation on Bean Road.
Selectperson Towbin said that Central Vermont Regional planning has software that is useful in
documenting roadwork. Clerk Wells requested that the current culvert inventory be updated regularly
as it is required for grant eligibility.

Selectperson Ziegler asked about the progress of street cleaning. Nolan reported the weather has been
an issue, and that the process should be complete by July.

Selectperson Towbin reported that the radar speed sign on Barre Hill Road was not in operation and
needs replacement batteries.

7:30pm. Jan Waterman entered.
7:32pm. Mike Nolan Exited.

VILLAGE LANDSCAPING

Selectperson Ziegler asked if $50 is available to cover the cost of mulch and compost to be delivered to
the cut-outs, the park and rain garden. Clerk Wells reported that there was and that she should go
ahead and order it.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE SIDEWALK PROJECT
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Pat Travers (Local Project Manager) estimated that the Main Street Pedestrian Bridge Project will be
completed by 2017. Selectperson Strong presented a map of the area where the project is to take place
which highlighted the information kiosk on Main and Mill Street corner to where the walkway will
cross Route 2 at the Town Hall Opera House. Travers said that suggestions from Plainfield’s local
volunteer advisory committee have been submitted to the engineers. He said that the design has taken
into consideration the historic properties surrounding the project and that the final version of the scope
of work is ready for Board approval, and proposals are due within three weeks of approval. He explained
the process of selecting the firm to construct the project, and that the vote to decide on the firm will be
on June 30th at 12pm. He estimated that the project would begin in September.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the RFP with a Second from Selectperson Strong. The motion
passed 3-0.

7:45pm. Pat Travers exited.

NAMING OF THE BROOK

Selectperson Towbin reported that local volunteers have met with Abenaki elders to seek a name that
would be appropriate for the Brook using an Abenaki word. He said that Mskaskek Brook that translates
to “red spruce” was decided to be well suited to the natural landscape surrounding the brook. A petition
will be prepared for the Vermont Department of Libraries with the necessary numbers of signatures will
be gathered to submit this name for approval.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve to name the brook Mskaskek with a second from Selectperson
Strong. The motion passed 3-0.

7:50pm. Jan Waterman exited

WOODY DEBRIS MANAGEMENT

7:58 Dan Gadd entered

Selectperson Strong said that he has drafted an ad requesting propsals from experienced and insured
contractors to cut up the loose woody debris in the Great Brook into 3ft pieces to prevent log jams at
bridges. He said that Dan Gadd reported that a great deal of debris has moved down the banks of the
Great Brook recently due to heavy rain. Selectperson Strong said that the dead wood in the stream
channel is the most immediate concern. Gadd suggested that a debris rack be built in a couple of key
locations to prevent some debris from moving downstream. Selectperson Towbin said that UVM’s
survey will help predict debris flow and that needs to be established first.
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The CDBG funded Bridge Alternative Analysis now in progress will be making recommendations about
mitigation measures.

STUDY FOR SIDEWALK ON CREAMERY STREET

Selectperson Strong said the application for the Bike/Pedestrian sidewalk grant application is due July
17th for the Creamery Street Sidewalk improvement. He said that the sidewalk will require a study and
input from Creamery Street residents. Selectperson Strong said that the 2013 Pedestrian Safety Study
also recommended a sidewalk on Brook Road.

Selectperson Ziegler asked about the safety of the stairs leading from Main Street to Route 2, and the
sidewalk from Main Street to Maple Valley. Selectperson Towbin said that the missing steps have
recently been repaired. Selectperson Strong said that since VTRANS is in the process of planning the
reconfiguration of that intersection, including the elimination of the island where the stairs are located,
it is unlikely they will invest in stairway improvement.

8:15pm. Dan Gadd exits.

SOLAR PANEL ON BUS SHELTER

Ed Hutchinson reported that the solar panels that he ordered do not fit the roof layout. He said that Ben
Graham voiced concern about the panels being more visible if they were installed outside of the roof
pocket, and that theft may be an issue. Hutchinson said that he personally did not see theft being an
issue , and that the panel will only be 1 ¼ inch flush to the roof which is only 1/8th of an inch higher han
originally planned. The Board agreed that minor changes to the bus shelter roof design were acceptable
and that the solar panels that have been purchased be installed. Hutchinson said that the installation
should be complete in two weeks’ time.

CEDAR HEDGE AT TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE

Selectperson Towbin said that the cedar hedge has been installed along the border of the Town Hall
Opera House and that East Hill Tree Farm had installed the hedge. Selectperson Strong said that the
neighboring property owners will install a gate in the right of way opening by mid-August and have
signed an agreement to maintain the gate for the next thirty years.

PLAINFIELD OPERA HOUSE EVENT MANAGEMENT

Opera House Event Managers Sarah Lowry and Jade Walker will be meeting with Select Board on
Monday June 15th at 4pm. to discuss the renewal of their contract.

GARBAGE PICKUP AT MILL STREET PARK

Selectperson Ziegler reported that Richard Oathout has agreed to remove waste from the Mill Street
Park on a regular schedule. Selectperson Strong suggested it be emptied weekly during the summer
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months. He also mentioned that a bread vendor would be a welcome addition to the Farmers Market at
Mill Street Park on Fridays, and that the vendor’s fee is $25 for the season.

Selectperson Strong said the Farmer’s Market has offered to bring a picnic table to the Mill Street Park.
There was some discussion about its benefits and the need for it to be stored inside for winter months.

PLANNING COMMISSION ZONING UPDATE

Selectperson Ziegler reported that she had attended a meeting of The Plainfield Planning Commission
which revised zoning regulations and said that revisions should be complete by August. Selectperson
Ziegler reported that the zoning boundaries are being modified to allow the potential for more density
in the village.

OLD HOME DAYS

Selectperson Strong said that Old Home Day will likely be Saturday September 12th this year. He
proposed that the date for a planning meeting be set for Tuesday June 30th at the Municipal Building at
7pm.

UPDATE ON SOLAR ARRAY

Selectperson Towbin said that there will be a meeting on June 16th at 7pm being held at the Town Hall
Opera House to discuss the Solar Array. He outlined the projects incentives as being a means to offset
Municipal Building electricity costs. Selectperson Strong said that the bids for the project should be in by
June 15th. Ed Hutchinson said that an energy audit for the Town Municipal building would be prudent.
He said that the monetary incentive is that as electricity rates increase, the Solar Array will increase
Town energy savings as a result of a coinciding fixed rate agreement with Green Mountain Power.
Selectperson Strong said that the vote on the project will be held on June 23rd at the Municipal Building.

FLEET PERMITS

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve a FLEET permit to Kirk Fenoff and Sons Excavating with a second
from Selectperson Strong. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve an outdoor liquor permit for a Black Bear Biodiesel event
catered by Positive Pie on June 20th with a second by Selectperson Strong. The motion passed 3-0.

8:50pm. Ed Hutchinson exited.

MINUTES
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Selectperson Strong moved to approve the Select Board Minutes of May 26th with a second from
Selectperson Ziegler. The motion passed 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to adjourn meeting with a second from Selectperson Strong. The motion
passed 3-0.

9:01pm. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Frances Ellis

Select Board Chair Bram Towbin

Selectperson David Strong

Selectperson Betsy Ziegler

Date: ________________________




