
APPROVED 

6/9/14  Plainfield Select Board Meeting 7 pm, Municipal Building 

Present:  David Strong, Alice Merrill, Bram Towbin (Select Board); Keith Swan (video 
recorder), Linda Wells (Town Clerk), Eric Blaisdell (Time Argus), Kerrin McCadden, Darlene 
Covey, and Fred Woogmaster 
 
 
7:05 pm Meeting called to order  
Bram made a motion to approve the agenda; David seconded, motion passed, 3-0 
 
Public comment: 

Alice thanked Charlie Roberts, Bob Weinstein, Jeff Blaise, Richard Dufresne, Mike 
Schumacher, Dan Gadd, and Tim Roberts for helping install the Greenfield Baseball Clay 
surface baseball diamond at the Rec Field. 
 
There will be a meeting on  6/25 at 8:45 am (Municipal Building) with Rich Amore (VT Dept 
of Housing and Community Development) and Will Colgan (Planning Commission Chair) to 
start Plainfield’s application for Village Center Designation.  Thanks to Mary Niebling and 
Sarah Albert for attending this meeting and volunteering to help with the application.  
 
The deadline for applying for the Municipal Building Maintenance Position is 6/20. 
 
Plainfield Area Business Association will meet on 6/17, 7 pm, 2832 East Hill Road. 
 
Alice reminded villagers to do summer maintenance on the bumps-outs.  Bram reminded 
people not to park along the side of the bump-outs.  
 
The Select Board will meet with Jade Walker and Sarah Lowry (PTHOH Events Co-
coordinators) on 6/11 at 9 am (Municipal Building): to review programming and negotiate 
their contract. 
 
Town Hall Advisory Committee (Keith Swann, David Strong, Karl Bissex, Ed Hutchinson, and  
Naomi Flanders) will meet with Jade and Sarah on 6/18, 7 pm (Plainfield Town Hall Opera 
House). 
 
Town Clerk Report: 

Linda asked Select Board to review and sign a warrant to order Justin Pickel (Animal Control 
Officer) to visit dog owners who haven’t licensed their dogs and to make sure they register 
their dogs, as per Town ordinance and State law.  Alice made the motion that the Board sign 
the warrant.  Bram seconded; motion passed, 3-0. 
 
Letter from Humane Society:  In FY 2014-15, the agreement will change to a fee per animal 
instead of a flat fee.  Fees will be $100/dog and $60/cat, assessed quarterly.  In 2013-14 FY, 
the Town paid a flat rate of $800 and the Society took in 6 dogs and 2 cats.  On a fee/animal 
basis, the charge would have been $720.  Bram will talk to Justin Pickel, Town Animal Control 
Officier, about arrangements for animals that need shelter.  Board has until 7/1/14 to decide 
whether to use the Humane Society or a different facility. 
 



Alice signed the loan promissory note from Municipal Equipment Loan Fund for the backhoe, 
as approved at 6/6/14 Select Board meeting. 
 
7:15 Board interrupted Town Clerk Report for Public Comment  
 
Fred Woogmaster presented the Board with a petition requesting a public forum on the 
circumstances at The Red Store on US 2 and how the Town might improve the situation 
provoked by the business practices of the current owner.  Fred spoke of the rights of Towns 
and Eminent Domain and suggested the format for this forum be similar to the recent forum 
with VTrans.  Alice read the petition aloud.  Linda needs to verify the number of signatures of 
Plainfield voters, since there are specific requirements on how to petition a Select Board.  
This forum will be discussed at the 6/23 Select Board meeting. 
 
7:25 pm Fred leaves 
 
Kerrin McCadden, a neighbor whose property abuts the Municipal Building, was present to 
hear the Town’s understanding of the location of the boundary on the west side of the 
Municipal Building, a shared line with her property at 139 Main Street. 
Kerrin believes she has a written agreement that guarantees her a parking place in the 
alleyway between the Municipal Building and her residence.  The Town believes Kerrin’s 
fence line, continued in a straight line to the street, marks the shared boundary.   
David made the motion to hire Paul Hannan to do a survey showing the west side boundary 
of the Municipal Building, at the cost of no more that $1,000, paid from the Municipal Reserve 
Fund.  Alice seconded; motion passed 3-0. 
 
7:30 pm Kerrin leaves; Mike Nolan arrives 
 
Linda continued with her report.  She gave the Board information from the Revolving Loan 
Fund Committee, including an application for a loan and revised policy. The policy revisions 
will be discussed at the 6/23 Select Board meeting.    
 
Bram moved that the Board sign a document from the VT Dept of Environmental 
Conservation, verifying the repayment amount of $311,048.75 for the Fowler waterline 
project.  David seconded; motion passed, 3-0. 
 
David informed the Board that Jim Carrien from VLCT Risk Management Services visited 
Plainfield and gave the Town two Action Plans for Hazards and Recommendations:  one for 
the PTHOH, another for the Highway Dept.  Alice read aloud the letter from Jim reviewing the 
recent accident on US 2 involving the Town’s dump truck. 
 
Road Foreman/Commissioner Report: 

Bram informed the community that auto repairs are not allowed at public parking lots.  This 
activity poses a safety hazard and cars will be towed. 
 
Mike reported that the crew has finished street sweeping.  Alice will follow up with 
arranging for pavement markings in the village.   
 
The hydraulic pump on the single axle Mack needs repair.   



 
The Town plans to purchase a sweeper attachment for the new backhoe.  Discussion on the 
state’s responsibility to sweep and maintain US 2-the Select Board will discuss this with 
VTrans at a meeting later this month.   
 
Alice asked the road crew to fix the bent bike rack at the Park & Ride.  
 
Bram talked about oil spills at Town parking lots related to auto repair.  Bram suggested that 
the Traffic Ordinance be amended to include a regulation that addresses this issue.  
 
Alice asked about increasing mowing at the Park & Ride to include the landscaped areas on 
either side of the bus shelter.  Mike will try to weed-wack the high grass there and Linda will 
talk to the mower about doing this. 
 
Linda asked questions about the proposed solar array related to grant information she 
received from Bob Atchinson.  She will contact Bob for clarification.  Alice announced that 
Bob may soon approach the Board with a proposal for an array at the Park & Ride. 
 
7:45 pm Linda leaves 
 
Mike reported that he will contact Dennis Fowler to get a quote to remove the trees crossing 
the Great Brook (state approved) at the site of the landslide on Brook Road.  Darlene Covey 
stated that there are trees blocking the bridge near their property.  Bram will investigate. 
 
Mailbox Replacement Policy 

Alice reviewed the proposed mailbox policy.  Mike commented that if boxes aren’t put up 
correctly or in poor repair, it’s easy for the force of the snow, during plowing, to knock them 
over and damage the box.  Bram said a policy specifying how to locate a mail box would give a 
standard to use to determine if the Town is at fault.   David asked if Mike thought the 
proposed measurements for installation in relation to the road surface are realistic.  Mike will 
make a recommendation at the next meeting on 6/23. 
 
7:55 pm Mike leaves 
 
Proposed Gun Control Ordinance 

Darlene Covey discussed a problem with an abutting neighbor using his gun for target 
practice and the safety issue this poses for the Coveys and for drivers on Brook Road.  She 
proposed the Town consider an amending the Discharge of Firearms Ordinance to include 
regulating use of guns on small lots:  to require the property owner to construct a safety berm 
to stop the bullets.  Board will look into this. 
 
8:05 pm Dave Boynton arrives 
 
Revolving Loan Fund 

Dave Boynton reported that the RLF Committee met on 5/22 to review a loan application 
from the Town for the amount of $50,000, to be paid back over 10 years, at prime.  The RLF 
policy is to lend up to $20,000 per application.  However, since the monies are for the 
Plainfield Town Hall Opera House (a Town owned property being renovated for community 



use), the Committee recommended that the Select Board approve the loan.  David Strong 
noted a precedent-when the Town borrowed $40,000 for the elevator installation in the 
Municipal Building.  David believes the Town may be able to pay the loan back with revenues 
generated from PTHOH in less then the10 years term. Currently, there is $160,000 in the 
Fund and two loans are being serviced.  
The RLF Committee plans to publish a brochure and to put information on the Town website 
so the community will be more aware of this resource.   
The Select Board will review RLF Policy Revisions at the 6/23 meeting. 
 
8:15 pm Dave and Darlene leave 
 
VTrans Forum 

Alice reported that the Select Board is in the process of setting up a meeting with VTrans, 
CVRPC, and Representative Ancel later this month.  Bram reported on the US2/Main Street 
Intersection Forum with VTrans, explaining VTran’s position that there are only two ways to 
push this project forward: through traffic safety statistics data or through recommendation 
from CVRPC.  The Town is particularly concerned about safe pedestrian passage to PTHOH.  
Bram voiced his objections to traffic safety statistics driving project approval.  The Board 
hopes the future meeting with VTrans will result with an actual plan to address this 
intersection within the next several years.  Alice mentioned that immediate, low cost 
solutions will also be discussed. 
 
VTrans Bike/Ped Grant Application 

David shared information about the VTrans Bike/Ped grant that the Town intends to apply 
for to construct a free-standing pedestrian bridge at the Main Street Bridge and a sidewalk on 
the south side of US 2, allowing a crosswalk installation on US 2 in the vicinity of PTHOH.  
Deadline is June 27. Estimated cost is approximately $400,000, with a 10% match from the 
Town.  The project will provide safe pedestrian access from the lower to the upper village.  
Steve Gladczuk (CVRPC) is encouraging the Town to apply for funding.   
 
Alice made a motion that the Town submit a application to the VTrans Bike/Ped Program to 
fund this project (Phase A, as recommended in the 2013 Broadreach Pedestrian Bridge and  
South Sidewalk Conceptual Alignment Analysis Final Report).  Bram seconded, motion 
passed, 3-0.  
 
Alice made the motion to hold a Public Information Meeting to review the project and  grant 
application at 6:00 pm on 6/23, at the PTHOH.  Bram seconded; motion passed, 3-0.  The 
regularly scheduled Select Board Meeting will begin at end of this PIM.  Before then, Alice and 
David will schedule a working session to work on the grant. 
 
Old Fire Station  

Preservation Trust of VT awarded the Town $250 to evaluate the condition of the building, 
with match of same from the PHS.  The possibility of relocating that building to another spot 
where it will be more accessible is being considered.  A suggested location is the Rec Field. 
 
Update on PTHOH 

The Town is eligible for a $10,000 grant from Efficiency Vermont.  Town decided to apply it 
to PTHOH to insulate and seal the building, which will save about $1,500/year in fuel costs.   



David moved to authorize Alice to sign the application to EVT, Alice seconded. 
Motion passed, 3-0. 
 
David reviewed his conversation with Jim Carrien (VLCT, insurance) related to PTHOH.  The 
League can offer low cost liability insurance for people who want to rent PTHOH for events. 
PTHOH Advisory Committee will look into providing a link to this insurance with the Rental 
Agreement. 
 
Bram moved to appoint Naomi Flanders to the PTHOH Advisory Committee.  Alice seconded; 
motions passed, 3-0. 
 
David reported that the recent mass mailing has brought in $4,000 toward the PTHOH Fund 
Drive.  Tee-shirts are available with a contribution of $50.   
 
West fire exit at PHTOH will be completed by end of June. 
 
8:45 pm Eric Blaisdell leaves 
 
Abandoned Building Ordinance 

Bram said that the intent of the ordinance is to not to tell people how to live, but to address 
the problems resulting from people being irresponsible with their property.  Abandoned 
buildings result in health and safety concerns to the community.  
Alice has asked Jim Jamele to review the ordinance; the Board will work on a rough draft of 
proposed language and review it next week.  Then there will be a public work session with 
the community to get input on the proposed language.  Finally, the Select Board will adopt 
proposed language and initiate the hearing process.  Discussion about fees, penalties, and 
appeals-Bram stated his opinion that the penalty fees need to be set relatively high to make 
the ordinance effective.   
 
Approve Minutes: 

David moved to approve 5/27/14 minutes, as amended.  Alice seconded; motion passed, 3-0. 
David moved to approve 6/6/14 minutes, as amended.  Alice seconded; motion passed, 3-0. 
Bram announced that the DRB is meeting on 6/11 to discuss Black Bear Biodiesel’s permit. 
 
8:55 pm  Dave moved to adjourn.  Bram seconded; motion passed, 3-0 
 
 
Alice Merrill, Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


