
APPROVED 

7/9/14 Select Board Meeting with VTrans 3:00 pm, National Life Building 

    

Present:  Jon Kaplan (Bike/Ped Program), Tom Anderson (District 6), Joe Kelly (Traffic 

Ops), Patti Coburn (Traffic design), Steve Gladczuk (CVRPC), and Plainfield Select Board 

(Alice Merrill, Bram Towbin, David Strong) 

 

Agenda: 

To determine reasonable solutions that can be implemented immediately to resolve to the 

safety concerns at the intersection of US 2 and Main Street 

 

 

3:00 pm Alice called the meeting to order.  Alice moved to approve the agenda; David 

seconded.  Motion passed, 3-0. 

 

Steve gave a brief review of the intersection, including specific crosswalk information 

provide by Stantec Engineering.  Steve referenced the Select Board’s recent meeting with 

Sue Minter and VTrans’ decision to accept this intersection as a project for FY 2016 (based 

on the 2005 Dubois & King Study) because of its many deficiencies.   He stated that until 

this long-term project is complete, the proposed pedestrian improvements described in 

Plainfield’s recent Bike/Ped grant application would resolve some of the pedestrian safety 

issues in the intermediate-term (2-3years, if funds are awarded) by providing a sidewalk 

and designated crosswalk (pavement markings) on US 2.  He noted that these proposed 

improvements relate to the larger project proposed by Dubois & King (specifically, 

grading). The discussion moved on to what short-term solutions may be possible.  

 

Bram spoke to the renovations and public use of the Town Hall/Opera House, the difficulty 

of accessing the building, and the current traffic control practices for events (vested 

volunteers and cones).  Joe suggested having police at each end of the village (cost is 

prohibitive) or  ‘a crossing-guard situation’.   

 

There was discussion about:  moving the existing location of the pedestrian warning signs 

toward the west (reference:  Stantec’s drawing); placing the Town’s speed digital read-out 

cart east of the intersection to signal to vehicles traveling westward (requires a permit); re-

routing pedestrians to cross Main Street on the west side of the bridge, continuing on the 

swale by the Blinking Light/Jamele Law Office (recommendation is to put a line of traffic 

cones between the road and the swale), on up to the public parking lot opposite the Town 

Hall Opera House; closing off the concrete stairs that are the point of access to US 2 (Tom 

Anderson will check on the location of  the ROW line between the state and local road at 

the US2/Main Street intersection).  The Select Board agreed that these suggestions may 

provide a reasonable immediate fix to the pedestrian safety concerns for access between 

the lower and upper village and will look into them further.   

 

3:55 pm David moved to adjourn meeting; Alice seconded.  Motion passed, 3-0. 


