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Approved Minutes of the
July 13, 2015

Plainfield Select Board Meeting
Present:

____x______  Bram Towbin, Chair
__Absent___  David Strong
____x______  Betsy Ziegler

Also Present:
Keith Swann – Camera Operator
Alice Merrill – Grant writer for sidewalk project
Frances Ellis -- (Admin. Asst.)
Linda Wells – Town Clerk
Mike Nolan -- Road Dept.
Kevin Farnham – Plainfield Resident
Mary Lane – Water/Wastewater Commission Chair
Greg Chamberlin – Water/Wastewater Chief Facility Operator
Karen Starr – Water/Wastewater Commissioner

7:00 PM -- PUBLIC MEETING: V-TRANS BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN
GRANT.
A public informational meeting is held to discuss whether the Town should apply
for a Bicycle/Pedestrian Grant from V-Trans to construct new sidewalks in the
Lower Village.  Alice Merrill, former Select Board chair, who is writing the grant
for this project with David Strong (who is out of town) explains she is seeking a
letter of support from the town to include in the application due on July 17,
2015.  The purpose of the grant is to fund a study “to construct new sidewalks
with granite curbing on Creamery Street, and Brook Road, and a portion of Mill
Street which will link the existing sidewalks on Mill Street and Main Street,
thereby completing the sidewalk network in the Lower Village.  To remove and
relocate the utility pole located on the sidewalk on the East side of Main Street
leading up to the Park & Ride, and to provide protection for pedestrians from the
steep drop off on the North Side of Main Street leading up to the Park & Ride”.
Alice reads the timeline: “ A Scoping Study is the first step; August 15, grant
awards; October 15, grant agreement between Town and V-Trans; January 15,
complete procurement process for local manager and design engineer,
conceptual plans developed and environmental documents procured”. The
amount being applied for is $28,000, plus a required 10% for administration
costs, bringing the total for the Scoping Study to $38,000.  The Town’s share will
be 10%, so $3080 will need to be in the 2016/2017 budget.
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Discussion ensues about safety concerns of children who play in the street; the
washed out crosswalks; two large utility poles that obstruct the view of the
crosswalk on Mill Street leading to the Recreation Field that could be remedied
by moving the crosswalk; and tree branches blocking signs around Town.  Bram
reports he has trimmed a number of these away from signs.
Alice suggests concerns can be made during public meetings that will be held of
the Scoping Study.  Alice mentions another study of the bridges on Brook Road
and Mill Street that may also have impact on the Mill Street crosswalk.  There are
no other questions/comments. Bram moves to close the informational meeting
about the sidewalks.  Betsy seconds the motion and it passes 2-0.

7:20 PM, MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/AGENDA REVIEWED AND
ADOPTED.
Bram calls the meeting to order at 7:20 PM.
Bram moves to accept the agenda, and Betsy seconds.  The motion passes 2-0.
Bram reads the letter of support to the Agency of Transportation, requesting
funds from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, for the Scoping Study to connect
the sidewalk network of the Lower Village which the town’s share of the cost is
10% of the grant award, to be included in the 2016/17 FY budget.  Bram makes
a motion to send the letter, Betsy seconds, and the motion passes 2-0.   Bram
explains David Strong is absent, but there is a quorum present. Alice suggests
Bram mark David as absent on the letter.
Alice requests a motion for the grant application.  Bram moves to submit a
grant to the Bike Path Program for a Scoping Study of the Plainfield Lower
Village sidewalk network.  Betsy seconds the motion, there is no discussion and
the motion passes 2-0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bram acknowledges a local hero, Plainfield resident Jonathan Matthew who is a
volunteer on the Plainfield Rescue Squad.  Jonathan bravely donated a portion of
his liver to a Plainfield youth.
Bram announces the passing of Marshfield Selectboard Chair, John Warshow.  A
memorial service will be Sunday, July 19, 2015 at the Marshfield Old
Schoolhouse Commons at 10am.  Bram mentions some of John’s many
accomplishments of working in the hydro electric field, and being very civic
minded.  Bram exclaims, “we salute him.”  Betsy adds that John was
instrumental, along with his family, for work on The Stranahan Town Forest in
Marshfield.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Linda Wells reports she has not heard back about the Better Back Roads Grant
application.  Bram explains this grant is to replace a culvert on Brook Rd. just
past Fowler Road as you are coming into Plainfield, and regardless of the grant
this work should be done. He believes the cost is between $3000 and $5000.
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Two reimbursements from May and June for the current bridge project grant
were signed.  The contract with Solar Tech Inc. for the solar array at the Park &
Ride is $37,937.50 minus a $9,900 incentive, so the total is $28,037.50.  Bram
moves to accept the contract for $28,037.50 to Solar Tech Inc. and Betsy
seconds the motion.  No further discussion, and the motion passes 2-0.  Bram
moves to sign the registration for the net metered Park & Ride photovoltaic
system and Betsy seconds the motion.  No further discussion and the motion
passes 2-0.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
Bram reports the Town received a proposal for $4000.00 per day for patching
asphalt.  No motion is needed as there $5000 in the paving budget Lower Road
Project:  Mike reports they have removed the tree stumps and the road is now
completely closed.  Bram explains this is the project to replace the culvert
located about 2.5 miles from the split of Middle and Lower Roads, and will
remain closed for about 3 or 4 weeks.  Traffic will be diverted onto Middle Road.
Betsy asks about sweeping the sidewalks in the Lower Village and Rt. 2. Mike
reports V-Trans no longer sweeps Rt.2, so dirt cleaned blows back up on the
sidewalks.  Bram will contact the State.  The Lower Village will be swept after the
paving is completed.

Mary Lane, Karen Starr and Greg Chamberlin enter the meeting.

Bram states he has a new electronic spreadsheet for Dylan to use to assist in
completing the paperwork. Mike reports the bucket on the loader had to be re-
plated because it was worn through. Mike is thanked for grading the back roads,
and preparing Middle Road for upcoming traffic.
Town resident Kevin Farnham states his concern that Mike’s crew members are
not doing their job.  He observed this and confronted one of the crew who
admitted he was doing work Mike had not requested.  Kevin believes the Select
Board has been neglecting to reprimand this employee, and not showing enough
support to Mike.  Kevin states the road crew is behind on their work because of
this person. He states the new hire seems to be good. Bram invites Kevin to the
upcoming road meeting, but he declines.  Mike declines to comment.  Bram
states they will discuss this problem at the July 15, 2015 meeting held at the
Municipal Office at 7:00am.  Betsy asks about cutting the brush on the side of
the road.  Mike states they wait until the end of July so it will not have to be
done twice.

Kevin Farnham exits the meeting.
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PLAINFIELD WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT: DISCUSSION OF
FINANCIAL IMPACT TO TOWN BECAUSE OF H35: CLEAN WATER BILL.
Greg Chamberlin, Chief Facility Operator, Commissioners Karen Starr and Mary
Lane (Chair), of the Water/Wastewater Department (W/WW) discuss the
financial impact to Plainfield because of proposed State regulations to clean Lake
Champlain.  They suggest Mike Nolan stay for the discussion, as it will include
the Highway Department.  Bram reads a letter to the Select Board from the
W/WW Department suggesting a town government restructure to combine the
Highway, W/WW, Energy, and any other future utilities into a Public Works
Department.  This is in response to the proposed State regulations concerning
the handling of storm water, and the H35 Clean Water Bill that would require a
costly upgrade to the WW treatment facility to prohibit phosphorus and nitrogen
from entering Lake Champlain by 2017.  To reduce administration costs, and
combine resources, a Pubic Works Supervisor would be trained for W/WW and
Highway to oversee the various departments, act as an additional staff when
needed, and along with an Administrative Assistant would, write and
administrate grants, and coordinate communications between all Town boards,
commissions and committees.  This would free the current Department
Supervisors to oversee and assist in the daily operations.  Also included, the
work load of the W/WW Commissioners has increased in recent years, and will
continue to do so with the new regulations.  The Chair’s hours have been 30
hours in some weeks, so an increase to the annual pay of $333.33 by $300 is
requested.  Bram agrees and mentions a meeting he attended where he was
shocked to discover the costs the towns will be saddled with to comply with
these regulations.  Bram states he has contacted many people in various State
agencies, but none have given him a satisfactory answer about funding.  Greg
states the Department of Environmental Conservation states the cost of
upgrading the WW facility to be $100,000 initially, then $20,000 per year for
operating costs.  However, facilities who have performed this upgrade estimate
the cost to be $1,000,000 initially and $100,000 per year. The State reports the
Town Clerk’s office will assess a $25 tax per property to help offset the cost to
towns that will be around $100,000 total.   The following discussion centers on
possible solutions, such as a Town Manager, finding ways to reduce local
phosphorus loads, and contacting experts in the field.  He agrees to the W/WW
Chair’s pay increase.  No further discussion and no motions were made.

Greg Chamberlin, Karen Starr, Mary Lane, and Mike Nolan exit the meeting.

TAX RATES – NON-RESIDENTS PAYING LESS THIS YEAR
Bram is meeting with Representative Janet Ancel to discuss tax rates.  He
explains this year 44% of towns will have a lower tax rate for non-residents,
than residents, because of the education tax.  Usually residents have a lower tax
rate because they live and work in the towns, and contribute to civic
government.  He will report the outcome of this meeting



5

OLD HOME DAY PLANNING
A planning meeting was held for Old Home Day.  Bram reports many fun
activities are scheduled and being explored, such as a bouncy house, climbing
wall, and dunk tank.  He hopes that many people/businesses will participate in
the parade, as well as at the Rec Field after the parade while the Fire
Department’s Chicken BBQ is happening.  A Review is planned for Friday,
September 11 at PTOH.  They would like to have more people assist with the
planning.  Call Linda at the Town Clerk’s Office, and she will pass names onto the
Committee.  The next meeting will be in August.

TAKING INVENTORY OF DISTRESSED PROPERTIES
Betsy reports an inventory of the abandoned houses, with information that would
assist potential buyers know the status of the house, ie: in foreclosure, tax sale,
etc., the condition, and contacts, will be taken by the Town.  Bram agrees this is
a good idea, but states this in no way is a mandate by the Select Board to
regulate people’s property upkeep or lifestyle, and is not the abandoned building
ordinance proposed a few years ago.  There are regulations in place for safety
concerns and noise if neighbors are being affected.   Betsy states she hopes this
will aid anyone who wants to purchase these properties in order to increase the
tax base and W/WW users, and add to the appeal of both the Lower and Upper
Village.  Garbage overflowing from dumpsters, and large items placed by
dumpsters were discussed, but most of this has been removed from the place in
question.

PERMITS/MINUTES
All warrants and minutes are up to date, and there are no permits.

PERMISSION GRANTED BY STATE TO PUT BUS SHELTER ON RT. 2
A letter from V-Trans states the application to place a concrete pad and bus
shelter in the right of way on the existing sidewalk of Brent Sleeper’s property
(Post Office) was reviewed and meets the requirements.  The application will be
processed after we send them copies of local approval including all conditions.  A
post and beam shelter was given to Plainfield because of the increase in
numbers of people using mass transit.  The plan is to move the shelter at the
Park & Ride to this location, and to place at new one at the Park & Ride.

8:45 P.M. -- MEETING ADJOURNED
Betsy makes a motion to adjourn at 8:45 P.M.  Bram seconds the motion, and it
passes 2-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Lane
(minutes transcribed from the video)


