
Approved Minutes of the
August 10, 2015

Plainfield Select Board Meeting

Present:
____x______  Bram Towbin, Chair
____x_ David Strong
____x______  Betsy Ziegler

Also Present:
Linda Wells, Rob Bridges, Mike Nolan, George Cushing, Frances Ellis, Yoko
Kishishita, Michael Billingsley.

7:03 P.M. Chair Bram Towbin Calls Meeting to Order

Announcements and Public Comments:
Friends of The Plainfield Town Hall Opera House (PTHOH) will be a group of
volunteers who assist with programming and help keep the costs down, etc.
The Opera House Advisory Committee provided names and emails of potential
members.  The first organizing meeting will be August 17th at 7:00pm at the
PTHOH. Old Home Day Planning Meeting: theme this year will be “the Nature of
Plainfield”, Tuesday, August 18th, at 7:00pm at PTHOH.
Fundraiser for Cross Vermont Trails held in Plainfield, many Plainfield residents
participated.  They are raising money to build a bridge on the trail.

7:07 P.M.  Town Clerk’s Report
Taxes are due on Wednesday, 4:00 P.M. You can drop them off, use the drop
box, or mail them.  On the due date, 4:00 P.M. is the latest they can be
accepted, unless you take them into the Post Office and have them postmarked
for that day.  Anything placed in the drop box after closing, or mail postmarked
the next day, are considered late and a 8% penalty and 1% interest will be
added.  Information from Dubois about flooding is given to the Select Board.
Dave moves to accept the minutes from the July 30, 2015 special meeting, with
one minor change. Bram seconds approving the minutes as amended.  Minutes
approved 2-0, with Betsy abstaining because she was not at that meeting.

7:10 P.M. Road Report
Summary of Meeting with Officials Regarding Flooding
Bram, as Road Commissioner, and Dave as Select Board representative met with
other official from the State, Barre, and Barre Town to discuss the process of
applying for funds, and having to reach a threshold in order to qualify.  The



Statewide Highway Emergency Fund may pay 95% of the repair costs. An
approximate schedule for the repairs is given.  Tom Anderson from V-Trans has
been very helpful, and confident funds will be available.  However, Ben Rose
from Emergency Management said it is not guaranteed, however later after the
meeting, said there may be other funds available.
7:14 P.M. Bids for Emergency Repair of Roads
There are 7 repair sites, however Mike will cover the bridge expenditure.  The
Select Board Members, Mike, and Linda look at the bids estimates for 6 sites
from 4 construction firms: Dubois, GSB, Hebert, and Willy’s.  They liked the bid
from Dubois, but discuss the possibility of using more than one firm, and decide
against it.  Dave makes a motion to award the Plainfield flood repairs to Dubois
Construction in the amount of $171,859.00. Bram seconds the motion. No
further discussion, and the motion passed 3-0.
Other Discussion: Mike will schedule the paving, to coincide with paving the
bridge. The “road closed” sign should be removed the next day.  George Cushing
asked if he has “no through traffic” signs, but he does not. Discussion of the best
time to schedule the paving, and patch or seal cracks in the roads.
7:26 P.M. Problems with past repair
Discussion about researching who replaced a new culvert at Gonyeau Road that
flooded.  Many studies were performed and paid for, so this should not have
happened.
7:28 P.M.  Loggers did not cause problems on Brook Road
There have been reports that loggers caused the mudslides along the side of
Brook Road.  The State investigated, and determined it was caused by other
problems.  The Town may have to fix this since it is causing problems with the
road.  It is not in the right of way, but the Town can go onto the property
without permission if needed.  They will contact who is living there.

7:30 P.M.  Funding for homeowners
Discussion about assistance for homeowners with wet basements, mold, and
possible construction of small private bridges.  No assistance available for yard
work.  Call 211 for resources.  Yoko asks about removing logs in brook by her
yard.  Money available for this, but no one can be found to do the work.

7:34 P.M. General Discussion about Flooding Roads
Discussion about this flood, being worse than the 2011 flood.  More trees came
down river this time. Milone & MacBroom report was 2.5 inches of rain but a
local rain gauge at the head of Great Brook measured 4 inches of rain.

7:35 P.M. Power for the Historical Society Building
Discussion about the use and condition of the building used to store Town
historical artifacts being sorted by Historical Society members.  They fundraise,
and receive no Town financial support.  Discussion ensues if the Town should
charge for electric since they use the building for free.



Betsy makes a motion to keep paying the electric bill for the Historical Society
as a contribution from the Town to their efforts to keep our Town history.  Dave
seconds the motion.  Discussion: Question if a de-humidifier will be used, which
would increase electric bill.  No amendment to the motion is considered.  No
other discussion, the motion passed 3-0.

7:40 P.M. Discussion About the Speeding Vehicle Problem
Speeding on many of the back roads, including in the Village has increased, and
is a safety concern.  Middle Rd., Lower Rd., East Hill Rd., Mill St., Main St., and
Hudson Ave. are mentioned. Discussion ensues of methods that have not
worked.  The Sheriff Office has an annual contract, and we are usually under
budget.  We get a percentage of the tickets.  We get more from the Village, than
Rt. 2, but George Cushing, Constable sees them there more than in the Village.
Plus, they hand out warnings.  The town paid for an electronic traffic sign, that
has a few glitches, but is thought to work.  If this is proved to be true, possibly
another one could be obtained.  George is angry because he has not been shown
how to use that, and he believes people go over his head, he is about to resign
because of this.  Bram responds to George.  Some suggestions to try, or are in
the works: stop signs at the Main and Creamery intersection, and the Main and
East Hill Rd. intersection, have George and a road crew member train on the
electronic sign, and research what is still needed for the stop signs.  Meet with
either Sam Hill or Brett Meyer with the Sheriff Dept. and speed bumps/humps
that can be removed in the winter.   Mike Nolan does not want these, and they
have mixed reviews by everyone else.  Some more research will be done

8:08 P.M.:  George Cushing, Mike Nolan exit the meeting.

8:11 P.M. Main Street Pedestrian Bridge Correspondence
Dave reads a letter from Advisory Committee member Marge Christie who asks
to be withdrawn from the Committee due to concerns about the project.   Dave
mentions Marge was asked to be on the Committee because of her concerns and
reads his response.   The Select Board members discuss how the bridge is
beneficial to the Town.  The main reason is safety.  The PTHOH remodel
generates increased foot traffic.  A cross walk will be located further away from
the curve.  They state the project is one part of the plan to improve that
intersection, and the cost to the town is not great.  Everyone worked to make
sure they received a fair deal, hired a competent design team, and if even one
life is saved, it is worth the work and money.

8:22 P.M.  Additions to the Flood Advisory Committee
Bram explains the committee was formed post 2011 flooding, and has met ad
hoc since then.  Because of the recent flood event, and the study being done,
more people are interested. He makes 2 nominations, Michael Billingsley and
Theresa Bienz who is the owner of the “Heartbreak”, located next to the Brook.



Bram moves to accept Michael Billingsley and Theresa Bienz as members of the
Flood Advisory Committee, and Betsy seconds the motion.  Discussion:  Dave
asks if Milone & MacBroom will make recommendations to the committee, but
Bram states that will be discussed in more detail at a later date. Vote: motion
passed 3-0.

8:24 P.M. Hazard Mitigation Grant Proposal Summery
Plainfield resident Michael Billingsley, who has experience in emergency
management, grant writing, and scientific interest in flood events, has been an
active participant in meetings, and helping with the recent flood.  He wants to
discuss some grants he discovered for Hazard Mitigation for flooding, and was
told have not been used in Vermont in recent times.  One is to replace damaged
infrastructure and has an application deadline in 3 weeks.  Michael will attend an
upcoming feasibility meeting to discuss this grant.  Another called a Pre
Mitigation Grant is to find long term solutions to flooding, so repeated use of
FEMA money is not used. Michael met with Brian from Milone & MacBroom, Ben
Rose from Emergency Management and some of his team to come up with a
plan to apply for this grant.  He shares with the Select Board, information he
compiled about water from the brook rising 1.5 feet over the bridge, prior to the
debris jam underneath.  He shows plans for a special culvert that can be installed
to channel the water, and deflect the debris back under the bridge.  Dave states
concern that Michael is talking to engineers about a study, and other people,
without the knowledge of the Select Board. Bram and Michael address the
concerns.  Michael reports this is the first part of a three-year grant.  This is the
preliminary study, which much of the information can come from Milone &
MacBroom if they share their data.  The Select Board gives Michael a green light
to continue as long as this will not cost Plainfield any money, and information is
shared with all members of the Select Board.  Michael reports he is usually paid
for grant writing, but when he heard about the Town possibly being financially
responsible for all the road and infrastructure repairs, he wanted to help.  He
also reports he will not be the sole grant writer, Ben Rose’s staff will write this
grant.  Michael will report back to the Select Board at the next meeting.

8:43 P.M. Old Home Day Update
A community review of local talent, music, poetry, etc., will kick off Old Home
Day on Friday, September 11.  Ben Koenig of the Country Bookstore is this
event’s Coordinator.  If anyone would like to participate, contact Ben.  The
parade will begin from the Park & Ride at 11am on Saturday, September 12, and
Bram is the Grand Marshal.  The theme of the parade is The Nature of Plainfield,
and that will end at the Rec Field where many activities will be: a bouncy house;
the chicken BBQ; a battle of the local rock bands staring Bad Dog, J. Willis Pratt
and We’re Bionic, and Odd Wednesdays with Mike Peabody and Josh Pitts.  Later
in the afternoon is the Historical Society’s slide show of the History of Plainfield,



and a street dance that night by Cookie’s Hot Club with Django Koenig.  The
next meeting is August 17th.

8:48 P.M. Light and Fan at Town Hall Opera House
Dave asks the Select Board to authorize remaining capital improvements to the
PTHOH.  A ceiling fan and more lighting are needed.  Four pendant lights have
been purchased with grant money.  The estimates are: Barre Electric: $500 for
60-inch fan blades, a 3-foot rod to drop the fan from the ceiling, and a control
pad, and $550 for the installation, for a total of $1,550.  Alana Norway’s estimate
to install the 4 lights is $1,500.  The total for both is $2,550.  To complete the
ticket booth, the electric has to be up to code by removing it from an interior
wall, so the estimate for this is $1,650.  The grand total is $4,200.  Except for a
drinking fountain, this should be the end of the work at the PTHOH. Linda told
Dave $8000 is in a reserved fund for municipal buildings, created 3-years ago by
a Town vote. Dave moves up to $4,200 be spent for the fan, lights, and
electrical renovations at the PTHOH and paid for out of the Municipal Buildings
Reserve Fund. Bram seconds the motion.  Discussion: Betsy asks about using
that fund for an energy audit for the Municipal Building and any repairs. The
Municipal Building has it’s own reserve fund from the rent.  Bram asks if Linda
approved this.  Dave reports she let him know that $8000 was in the fund, but
didn’t actually approve it.  Betsy states it will be nice to have a completion to all
the work.  Town residents, Yoko, Rob, Michael, and Frances are in agreement.
The motion passed 3-0.

8:56 Minutes
Frances states she has no minutes ready, but they are coming.  Bram states that
Frances would like to step down from taking Minutes, so if anyone would like to
take over, to please contact Linda.

8:58 Other Comment
Michael Billingsley mentions a resident who’s home is about to fall into the Great
Brook. Bram gives some history of previous contact with the homeowner, and
states he is not sure about funding.  Bram states an ordinance has been
adopted, he believes, prohibiting structures built close to shorelines.  Rob asks if
assistance was given to those identified as having damage.  Bram reports most
everyone took care of their problems, but suggests residents contact 211 for
assistance, especially with mold problems.

9:00 P.M. Meeting Adjourned
Bram moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Betsy, motion passed 3-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Lane
(minutes taken from video)


