
APPROVED 
August 11, 2014 Plainfield Select Board Meeting  
ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Bram 
Towbin, Town Clerk, Linda Wells, Video Recorder Zach Zorn, and Mary Fleming Minutes Recorder.  
 
7:00 P.M.   Called to order  
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the agenda with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Selectperson Strong stated that there will be a planning meeting for Plainfield Old Home Days on 
August 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
He went on to announce that the Plainfield Area Business Alliance will hold a meeting on August 20th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall and Opera House at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Selectperson Towbin announced that there will be a community forum to discuss the Red Store 
property on September 30th at 7 pm at the Town Hall Opera House. 
 
Selectperson Merrill announced that pavement markings have been done for several STOP 
intersections and crosswalks in the village.   The crosswalk on Mill Street will be completed in the near 
future. Fog lines will be painted on Brook and Mill Streets up to Cameron Road, and on Creamery 
Street.  These lines have been proven to promote traffic calming. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved to appoint Constance Roos to fill the auditor vacancy with a second from 
Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
Clerk Wells announced that taxes are due Wednesday, August 13th, 2014. 
They must be postmarked August 13th, or dropped off at the Town Clerk’s office by no later than 4:00 
p.m. on August 13th.  The primary election will be on August 26th.  Voting will be held at the 
Municipal Building.  There are absentee ballots available at the Town Clerk’s office or call (802) 454-
8461.  The deadline to register to vote is August 20th. 
 
ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
Selectperson Towbin reported that a truck leaking gas was towed from the Park and Ride.  He went on 
to report that the Town has purchased a new Ford 550 truck for plowing.  This will replace the Dodge 
truck. 
  
Selectperson Strong stated that a damaged ash tree was removed on East Hill Road.  Mike and 
Washington Electric Co-op worked together to coordinate the tree removal.   
 
Selectperson Towbin reported that the Town has received an award to fund the Lower Road culvert.   
 
Selectperson Towbin read a letter he drafted to William J. Ford, Director of the Board for Ford Motors.  
This letter addresses a blown head gasket on one of the Plainfield Fire & Rescue trucks.   He 
summarized the lack of satisfaction found in pursuing assistance from the local Ford Dealership that 



sold the truck to the Town. He had contacted them about working something out in regard to the cost 
of the truck’s repair, due to it being relatively new with low mileage (8,500 miles).  He stated that he 
received a negative response to this request.  He attempted to discuss this further with the dealership, 
but he received no response to his calls and e-mails.    In his letter, Selectperson Towbin requests the 
Ford Company make a donation to the Plainfield Fire & Rescue Department.  
Selectperson Merrill stated that VTtrans is working on the concrete stairs at the Rte. 2 intersection. 
 
MAILBOX POLICY  
Selectperson Towbin moved, with a second from Selectperson Merrill, to adopt a mailbox policy to 
address boxes damaged by snow plowing.  The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
BEAN ROAD TRAILER UPDATE 
Selectperson Merrill stated that legislation passed in 2012 addresses the issue of ownership of 
abandoned mobile homes.  Acting on the Town’s behalf, the Delinquent Tax Collector has asked Jim 
Jamele to file a petition with the Superior Court, requesting the Town take ownership of the trailer on 
Bean Road.  The court will set a hearing date. Once ownership is granted, the Town will abate back 
taxes and use the CVSWMD grant to remove the trailer from the Ducas property.  Mr Ducas has 
agreed to clean up the trash outside of the trailer.  
 
CO-OP TOWN BOUNDARY LINE 
Selectperson Merrill stated that a development has arisen regarding the new boundary line agreement 
with the Plainfield Coop.  The agreement extends the south boundary line of the Coop from the façade 
of the building six feet to the south and, in exchange for this adjustment, the Coop gave up it’s right-
of-way to the alley on the east side of the Muncipal Building.  Deed research for the Coop and the 
Municpal Building indicated that the boundary line on the east side of the Municipal Building is the 
McCadden fence line.   
 
Recently, the Town hired Paul Hannan to survey the boundary line on the east side of the Municipal 
Building all the way to Main Street.  Deed research on the McCadden property clearly defines the 
boundary to be more or less centered in the alleyway between the Municpal Building and McCadden 
property.  
 
Selectperson Merrill went on to report that Kerrin McCadden is interested in putting up a fence 
between her property and the Municipal Building and asked the Board if there was interest in   
following up on a previous suggestion that the Town put up a fence to prevent people from accessing 
the alley.  This is a liability to the Town.  
 
She went on to state that cost sharing between the Town and Karen McFaden may be a possibility if 
the Town chooses to pursue a fence.    
 
Selectperson Strong stated the fence would need to go through zoning to approve the location.  He 
indicated that it wouldn’t be possible to put it on the boundary line without a variance.  
 
Selectperson Towbin had concerns about how the fence would relate to the ADA ramp. 
 
Selectperson Merrill stated that Karen and the Coop will be working together to determine their 
boundary line adjustment and she will report back on their progress at the next Board meeting. 
 
PLAINFIELD TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE APPOINTMENT 



Selectperson Towbin moved to appoint Tom Blachly to the Town Hall Opera House Advisory 
Committee with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
Selectperson Strong stated the Open House at the Town Hall Opera House went well.  
 
He went on to report that the perimeter of the lower level has been insulated.  This is being paid for 
with part of the VT Efficiency grant.   
 
Selectperson Strong reported that Alana Norway’s estimate to make the corrections to the emergency 
exit, as required by the inspector, is $97.69. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved to hire ARJ Electric to make corrections to the electrical work for the 
Emergency Exit at the Town Hall Opera House with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  Alana is to 
check on why she was given contrary opinions by different Fire Safety Inspectors.   The motion 
passed, 3-0. 

  
8:00 P.M. Linda exited.   
 
Selectperson Strong indicated that Alana is ready to reconnect the generator, hook up the electric 
heater, install lighting, and do work on the main panel.  Her estimate for this work is $511.92. 
 
Selectperson Strong moved to hire Alana to complete the electrical work with a second from 
Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0.   
 
OLD HOME DAYS UPDATE 
Selectperson Strong and Amy Lester met about Plainfield Old Home Days.  It will be held on 
Saturday, September 6th.  In addition to the 5K race, parade and events at the Rec. Field, there will be a 
program at the Town Hall Opera House.  He went on to report that the Co-Event Coordinators for the 
Town Hall Opera House are putting together a series of performances for this event.  There will be 
poetry readings, barber shop singing, skits related to Plainfield’s history, seniors’ stories, a revival of 
the Nelly Guild Players, and shape note singing.  Diane Martin will be asked to sing the state song and 
there is the possibility of a square dance at the end of the program.  The Historical Society will be 
holding an exhibit at the Blinking Light Gallery. 
 
The next Plainfield Old Home Days Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 14th at 7:00 p.m.  
Selectperson Towbin will give the Sherriff’s Department notice that coverage will be needed for this 
event.   
 
ADOPT LANGUAGE FOR ABANDONED BUILDING ORDINANCE 
Selectperson Towbin moved to adopt the proposed language for the Vacant and Dangerous Building 
Ordinance with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
 
Selectperson Merrill moved with a second from Selectperson Towbin to hold a public hearing on the 
proposed language for this Ordinance at 6:00 p.m. on September 8th at the Town Hall Opera House. 
 
Selectperson Strong stated that Nicko Rubin looked at the crab apple tree at Town Hall Opera House, 
and recommends it be cut down because a root has wrapped around it, cutting off the circulation of the 



tree.  Selectperson Strong moved, with a second from Selectperson Towbin, to hold a public hearing 
on the proposal to cut down the crab apple tree in front of the Town Hall Opera House on  
August 25th at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
Selectperson Towbin moved, with a second from Selectperson Merrill, to approve an application from 
Goddard College for a catering permit for Positive Pie to serve alcohol at an event at the Haybarn on 
September 5th from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at the Goddard Hay Barn.  Motion passed, 3-0. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
Selectperson Strong moved to approve the minutes from July 28th with a second from second from 
Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 3-0. 
Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the amended minutes of August 4th with a second Selectperson 
Strong.   The motion passed, 3-0. 
Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the August 5th minutes with a second from Selectperson 
Towbin 
 
8:45 pm Ryan Zorn, and Mary Fleming exit. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
8:45 pm Alice made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel issue; David 
seconded.  Motion passed, 3-0. 
 
9:00 pm Dave made a motion to go out of executive session; Bram seconded.  Motion passed, 3-
0. 
 
Dave made a motion to spend $75 to purchase a Municipal Employee Compensation and Benefit 
Report from the VLCT; Bram seconded.  Motion passed, 3-0. 
 
9:05 pm Alice made a motion to adjourn; Dave seconded.  Motion passed, 3-0.  
 
 
Minutes recorded from 7:00 pm -8:45 pm-Mary Fleming, scribe 
Minutes recorded from 8:45-9:04 pm-Alice Merrill, scribe 
 
 
 


