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Approved Minutes of the

August 24, 2015
Plainfield Select Board Meeting

Present:

____x______  Bram Towbin, Chair

____x_ David Strong

____x______  Betsy Ziegler

Also Present:
Linda Wells, Mike Nolan, Frances Ellis, Eric Blaisdell, George Cushing

7:00 P.M. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Bram Towbin

Agenda
Bram moves to accept the agenda, and Betsy seconds.  The motion passed 3-0

7:03 P.M. Announcements and Public Comments
Twin Valley Senior Center holding a Flea Market August 29, 2015.  People can
rent a table for $25.00 with the fee going to support the seniors.  The Center is
located on Rt 2, so has high visibility.  Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be
available.  Contact Rita at 223-3322 or email twinvalleyseniors@myfairpoint.net.
Address is 4583 US Rt. 2, right down the road from Plainfield Hardware.
Plainfieild Area Business Alliance (PABA), will hold a picnic at the Rec Field, on
Sunday, August 30th from 2 to 5pm.  This is a new organization about a year old,
with about 35 local businesses.  This is the meeting where officers will be
elected, and the year’s activities will be planned.
Notice of Public Hearing before The Development Review Board (DRB),
Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 7:00 P.M.  This will be to discuss the
installation of a Bus Shelter and concrete pad in the AOT right of way by the
Plainfield Post Office as requested by the Select Board.
Sunday Municipal Mowing:  The person contracted to mow the municipal
buildings, works during the week and has been mowing on the Sunday.  A
resident placed a complaint about this.  Bram asks for public comments:  Linda
Wells reports the amount of area he mows at any of the buildings is not very
large.  The biggest project is the Rec. Field.  Betsy suggests it could be if he
mows Mill St. park, it bothers the church service, and maybe he could change his
routine to not be there at that time.  The person who issued the complaint was
asked to come to the meeting, but has not, so there is only speculation that the
issue has more to do with mowing right around the Town Offices.  Bram will ask
the resident for more clarity.
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Route 2 Intersection: On Wednesday, September 2, 2015 from 9am to 10:30am,
a kick off meeting for the project to study the reconfiguration of the Rt. 2/Main
St. intersection will be held in the downstairs room of the PTHOH.  V-Trans
budgeted $40,000 for an engineering study of the intersection.  Gregory Guyette
from Stantech who has the contract to do the study, Patty Coburn from V-trans,
Pat Travers Plainfield’s local project manager, and Erin Pariseau, V-Trans will be
attending.  Dave reports he is invited, and Bram and Betsy would also like to
attend, so the meeting will have to be warned.  The public is welcome.

7:09 P.M. Town Clerk’s Report
Invoice request: Pat Travers has and invoice request for the Main Street Bridge
Project for the Select Board’s signature. The invoice is for reimbursement to
cover consultation staffing and management for $1758 minus $175.  The total
for the town comes to $1582.20 for reimbursement for the dates June 1 – 30th,
2015.  Bram moves to request the amount of $1582.20 for reimbursement,
Betsy seconds.  There is no discussion and the motioned passed 3-0.
Heating oil: Prices are $2.22 from Packard, and $2.20 from Alco.  Bram moves
to use Alco for heating oil at $2.20/gallon, and Betsy seconds the motion.  No
discussion and the motion passed 3-0.
Linda asks about an invoice for the dunk tank for Old Home Day, but is told that
can wait.  She gives the minutes from a special Select Board meeting on August
20, 2015 to the members to look over later.
Property on Cameron Rd: A house on the edge of the Great Brook embankment
appears to be in danger of collapsing into the Brook.  Attempt has been made to
speak to the property owner.  A neighbor is very concerned, and is wondering
what can be done.  Prior to the 2011 flood, the house was already very close to
the edge, but that caused more erosion.   At that time, the property owner may
have been offered a buy-out, but refused.  Since that time, the condition has
become worse.  Bram reports there does not appear to be anyway to reinforce
the bank, and even to try to reach the property with heavy equipment would be
difficult. This is a safety and possible health concern if something in the house,
contaminates the Brook.  Bram asks for ideas how to assist the owner, as he
does not believe he has many financial resources.  They discuss the various
agencies, such as Capstone, Red Cross, 211 etc.., George Cushing is supposed to
report if he has more information.
Bean Road property:  Bram gave the verbal warning to the property owner on
Bean Rd. about the need to clean up his property. Dave and Mike Nolan state the
property looks clean now, so no further action will be taken at this time.
Spruce Mountain Road turnaround access: A car has been parked in this spot
illegally.  The owner was located and asked to move it, but has not, and now
they are not sure of any contact information.  Frances Ellis reports she has seen
2 cars there, and tells Bram where the owner is staying. Mike reports the chain is
still across the access, but this is his turn around spot in the winter.  Bram states
he will speak to Jim Jamele, the town Attorney prior to contacting the owner.
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7:26 P.M. Town Vacancies
Discussed the process for hiring an employee for the road crew.  Someone is
interested in the position.  The Select Board decides to announce the position in
the paper.  Linda will write the advertisement for an Equipment Operator
Position and have a September 16th deadline for applications.
School Board Director:  They are still looking for a school board director, for
information contact Patrick Healy, or email Linda at plainfieldtc@gmail.com.
Betsy reports she has been putting the word out.  It is a short commitment, so it
can be tried out to see if someone would like it.
Select Board Admin: The Select Board is looking for someone to take minutes, if
interested, contact Linda.

7:31 P.M. Road Report
Mike reports Brook Rd.  More problems were unexpectedly discovered.  The road
is still closed, but will open Wednesday for the school busses.  Linda reports we
should receive funding as long as everything is well documented.  We did receive
funding through the State from Emergency Grant Funding, which is covering
95% of the cost.  Barre Town reports Middle Rd. will be open later this week,
then Cummings, Windy Wood will open last.
Linda reports Tom Anderson from AOT inspected the Lower Rd. culvert and it is
fine, but wants to inspect the culvert at the intersection of Upper Rd. and
Gonyeau Rd., that failed and will cost around $20,000 to repair.  The AOT
Structures Grant paid for the original work.  Bram spoke with someone who
speculates the specs were pre 2011 flood for the culvert, so it was undersized.
Bram questions if the failure on the Lower Rd. culvert could have been caused by
what was happening up the stream, so it all has to be considered.
Mike reports they have been cleaning out culverts and grading roads.  They are
not who has cut the grass on the shoulder of Gore Rd.  Mike reports he could not
sweep on Mills St. because there are cars parked there, even though there are
barricades.  Mike has tried to contact the paving company, but has not reached
them.  He noticed their equipment has been brought in.

7:40 P.M. Solar Array
Bob Atchinson is not in attendance, so Bram would like to table this discussion.
Dave reports the installation was cleared with W/WW, and the array will be the
double version.  However, Dave mentions Bob wanted Greg, W/WW Chief
Operator, to mark the water line again, but Linda mentions Greg is on vacation
for 2 weeks, and she is not sure Tristan, Asst. Operator, will be able to do this.
Dave will speak with Rich Nichol.  Betsy asks if we are going to need an
extension, but Dave does not believe so, since they have until September, and
the idea is to “flip the switch” at Old Home Day.

7:42 P.M. Working with FEMA on Mitigation
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Michael Billingsley could not attend tonight’s meeting, but Bram thanks him for
his extensive work and meetings to locate an advance grant which could bring
an additional $7,500 to pay a consultant.  This would probably be Milone &
MacBroom, but there are 2 more names if the Select Board wishes to go to
competitive bidding.  In Michael’s absence, Bram suggests the Flood Advisory
Committee look this over, but Dave mentions time sensitivity, and suggests Bram
be the liaison.  Dave moves to appoint Bram to be the liaison. Betsy seconds the
motion and it passed 3-0.

7:45 P.M. Old Home Day Update
The tentative schedule has been printed.  The “Old Home Day Revue” is on
Friday, and Ben Koenig is the MC.  If anyone would like to perform, call Ben at
454-8439.  On Saturday the yard sale, at Methodist Church starts at 8am:
Contact Leatrice Potter 454-8508; April Farnam is organizing a run.  The parade’s
theme is The Nature of Plainfield, Bram 476-5789 and George Cushing, 454-7731
are the contacts; Joann Martin 454-7301, is the contact for the Chicken BBQ, and
they would like people to make reservations.  At the Rec Field there will be
booths and vendors, a Dunk Tank to raise money for PTHOH, and local rock
bands will play on the basketball court.  The Historical Society is offering a slide
show and discussion on the history of Plainfield at 4pm at PTHOH; at 7PM
Cookies Hot Club with Django Koenig will perform on Main St. for the street
dance.  The next meeting is Tuesday, Sept 1, at PTHOH.  Volunteers are needed.
Call Linda at 454-8461, or come to the meeting if you would like to volunteer.

7:52 P.M. Replacing the Lean-To at the Rec Field
Discussion about replacing the lean-to that sits next to the brook at the Rec
Field.  Residents have commented about the condition of the structure, which is
looking a bit like a “shanty town”.  Also, the bank of the Brook has eroded to the
point it drops off down the Brook at the back of the lean-to, and that could be
dangerous, especially for children.  Bram has put caution tape up.  The history of
the lean to: the telephone company donated some utility poles and volunteers
built the shelters.  There is no money in the budget this year, so some other way
to fund it would have to be found.  Betsy asked if some of the materials could be
recycled, which would fit the budget.  She suggests a donation jar at Old Home
Day.

7:57 P.M.  Banners
An organization contacted Bram to ask if they could place a banner over Rt. 2 for
an awareness month campaign.  Bram spoke to Linda, who said she does not
think it is a good idea, as that would open the Town up to make decisions about
who to support. Dave believes this is a zoning issue, and should be taken to
Karen Storey, Zoning Administrator.  Betsy states she likes the idea, and has
seen banners in other towns.  It can be educational, and demonstrates the Town
supports important issues.  Bram asks Betsy to talk to Karen, and act as a liaison



5

to the organization to keep them informed of what is happening.  Bram states he
would be willing to make announcements at the Select Board meetings, and ask
for donations to be sent to their address.  Dave and Betsy agree and she will
relay this to the organization.  She will also invite them to the parade, or to have
a table at the Rec Field, free of charge. The usual fee is a donation.

8:01 P.M. Old Fire Station Update (George Cushing enters)
The roof is leaking and the Historical Society received a $250 matching grant
from Preservation Trust of Vermont to do an assessment of the building. The
Town will share the matching cost with the Historical Society. The study, by Tom
Keith is complete. Dave and Bob Fancher met with Mr. Keith.  Mr. Keith suggests
the leak will be difficult to repair because the building sits right on the river bank,
and there is only 22-inches between it and the old hardware store building next
to it.  This is a historic building, as it was the first fire station, and was built in
1912.  Although this is not typically suggested for a historic building, he thinks
moving it will be the best solution.  In the current location, most repairs will be
difficult to accomplish and the building will be lost.  A new location needs to have
a slope to accommodate the shape of the structure that is lower in the back than
the front.   Money could be available to move it, if it is kept within the Historical
District.  The Select Board and the Historical Society will both give this more
thought.  The estimate for repair is about $30,000 to $40,000.  He does not give
an estimate for moving it, but Dave reports there is someone in East Montpelier
who does this work.  Because the building is 18’ X 36’, it may not be difficult to
relocate.  The Rec Field, or Mill Street Park may be options.

8:07 P.M. Changes in Town Government Structure
Since no Water/WasteWater members are in attendance, Bram explains they
proposed a Public Works Manager, but Dave states a Town Manager would be
more needed, and would manage everyone, including Public Works.  Plainfield
needs someone who can apply for, and administer grants. Question is raised
about how the Town could afford this position.  More thought will have to go into
this, and Dave would like to meet with the East Montpelier Town Manager again.

8:10 P.M. Electric Speed Sign and Stop Signs
Prior to this discussion, Bram speaks to George Cushing about the cars parked in
the Mill St, Park parking lot, so Mike cannot get in there for street cleaning.
George is going to try to put notices on the windows to see if that helps.  He and
Mike will work to get this accomplished, especially if the weather allows the
paving project to begin.
The electronic speed signs:  This is the one that flashes the speed of vehicles
passing by.  Currently, one is placed at the bottom of Barre Hill, and reception to
it has been good.  Residents have asked to have the sign placed in other
locations, but there are some considerations.  One is the sign’s safety.  Areas
more prone to vandalism would not be good, because the sign is expensive.
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Bram believes there are specifications stating the sign must be placed where
there is a change in speed zones.  Some possible locations are discussed.
Stop signs:  George brings a survey of signs created by Officer Meyer of the
Washington County Sheriff’s Office, in January 2015.  It states a number of signs
that are in violation for size, sign height, vandalism, missing speed signs etc.  He
also provides an 8 page long inventory of signs from 2011, but changes have
occurred since then. Also included are proposed ordinances about stop signs,
and a traffic study.  The desired placement for stop signs, are at either end of
Creamery Street.  The Select Board will look over all the materials, and at some
point, hold a public hearing on proposed changes to the Traffic Ordinance.

8:36 P.M. Loitering Issue
Discussion held about loitering.  George reports some people are hanging around
on the wall, shirtless, and thinks this is not a good for surrounding businesses.
Bram states there is a movement to allow women to be shirtless, and he does
not want to get into some kind of legal argument.  He suggests George talk to
Jim Jamele to go over the ordinance for loitering and follow up at another
meeting.

8:40 P.M. Property Access Request to Test Soil on Town Property
Bram reads a letter that came in on August 11th from the ANR for permission to
do soil testing for a scientific study on an unnamed municipal property.  They are
looking for various contaminants, and ask for possible historic uses of the land
that could lend itself to these chemicals.  Dave will contact them, to ask what
location, and more about the project.

8:43 P.M. Various Brief Agenda Items
Moving Speed Sign:  George is asked to report back with a recommendation
where to locate this sign next and he stated East Hill Road.  He is asked to talk
to Dylan, from the road crew.
Cutting Up Woody Debris: There is a tree that is crossing the Great Brook, by
Cameron Rd. that needs to be cut up.  No one has stepped up to do this.
Someone with a chain saw and insurance is needed.  Previous attempts to find
someone have failed.  Dave is going to write a classified ad to place in the Times
Argus.  George asks about the survey, but the results have not come in yet.
However Bram knows they have identified 300 areas of woody debris.
Minutes: Minutes for a special executive session meeting on August 20, 2015
are reviewed.  Dave moves to approve the minutes as written, and Bram
seconds the motion. Vote is held, motioned passed 2-0, with one abstention for
meeting absence.
Painting the Cross Walks: Betsy asks if the cross walks will be painted following
the paving. Painting and paving are separate companies, and we want to make
sure the right paint is used.  Linda has to be included in the conversation to
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make sure there is money in the budget.  Bram mentions the intersection of
Creamery and Brook and a grid that needs to be used.
Cutting trees in the ROW:  George states there are trees on a corner property at
that intersection that needs to be cut because that is a dangerous intersection.
Fence at the Rec Field:  George wants the wooden fence at the Rec Field torn
down.  He states it is an eye sore, and makes mowing difficult.  He states he has
to replace the pad lock on the fence, as it has been messed with and does not
lock and people have been driving into the field.
Return to the Cross Walk Discussion: Betsy asks for more clarity on how to get
this done.  She is told Mike knows who did the painting and the cost; then check
with Linda for available funding.  The places that need painted are all the cross
walks, Mill St. parking, and check with Dave Diamantis about the
Brook/Creamery intersection.

8:58 P.M. Meeting Adjourned.
Bram moves to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 P.M., Betsy seconds, motion passed
3-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Lane
(minutes taken from video)


