
APPROVED 

8/25/14 SPECIAL SELECT BOARD MEETING 8:30 AM    Mill and Main St.  

Present:  Bram Towbin, David Strong 

Guests: Jon Kaplan and Pam Thurber (VTrans), Jim Donovan (Broadreach), Steve Gladczuk 

(CVRPC), Rick DeWolfe (DeWolfe Associates), Laura Ziegler 

 

Agenda:  The Town’s 2014 Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Application                

 

8:30 am Dave called the meeting to order. 

Bram made a motion to approve the agenda; David seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

The project background and application was reviewed.  Jon reported that the Town’s 

application has received a high ranking; he and Pam were there to look into a few concerns 

about the pedestrian walkway raised by the review committee.  Would the walkway interfere 

with future repair or replacement of the bridge?  Is the pedestrian bridge feasible, given the 

constraints posed by the proximity to the building on the west side? 

 

Jim reported that these concerns had been addressed in the Broadreach feasibility study. He 

said that the pedestrian bridge would be designed so that it could be removed in the event the 

bridge was replaced or if it suffered major damage. Pam reported that there are 1500 bridges 

in Vermont and that this bridge ranked in the middle in terms of priority of replacement, that 

VTrans replaces roughly 10 bridges a year, so it was highly unlikely that this bridge would 

comde up for replacement within the next 20-30 years.  Jon reported that VTrans is looking 

for a minimum lifespan of twenty years for the projects it funds, so this project would qualify.  

 

[The meeting moved across the bridge to the west side of the Winooski, in front of the River 

House - 16 Main Street].  

 

Dave reported that Tom Stauckas, the owner of the building, has expressed support for the 

pedestrian bridge project, provided he is involved in the design as it relates to his property. 

There was general agreement that a 5-foot wide pedestrian bridge (which meets ADA 

standards) was feasible with some modifications to the lower level entry at that location.  

 

[The meeting moved up to the Town parking lot across from the Town Hall Opera House]. 

 

The prospective location of a VTrans-approved crosswalk was identified. The need to improve 

pedestrian safety in the vicinity of the Opera House was discussed. 

 

9:10 am        Bram made a motion to adjourn; Bram seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

 

David Strong, scribe 

 

 


