
APPROVED
9/8/14 Plainfield Select Board Meeting 7 pm, THOH
ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson David Strong, Selectperson Bram
Towbin, Bob Atchinson (Town Energy Coordinator), Ed Hutchinson, Video Recorder Zach Zorn, and
Mary Fleming, Minutes Recorder.

7:10 P.M. Called to order
APPROVE AGENDA
Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the agenda with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The
motion passed, 3-0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Selectperson Merrill reported that there is a new Vermont state law that will be implemented in phases
over the next few years forbidding recyclables and organic material in the landfill. Anyone wanting
further information can contact Central Vermont Solid Waste Management.

Selectperson Strong announced that there will be a Tree Warden public hearing on September 22nd, at
7:00 p.m. regarding the tree outside the Town Hall Opera House.  This tree is mostly dead and needs
to be removed. This meeting will be held at the Municipal Building.

Selectperson Merrill announced that there will be a Public Information Meeting to review the
boundaries of the Designated Village Center for the Town of Plainfield on September 22nd, at 8:30
p.m. in the Municipal Building.

The public hearing on the Abandoned Building Ordinance will continue on a date still to be
determined. A committee has been formed to work on this ordinance and they will report back to the
Select Board.

Selectperson Strong stated Old Home Day was a success, especially the Old Home Day Revue (a
compilation of various skits, readings, etc.). Selectperson Strong reported that Andy Robinson was
given a Certificate of Thanks for organizing the Town Hall Opera House Fundraising Drive.
Selectperson Merrill thanked Selectperson Strong and Amy Lester for working on Plainfield Old
Home Day and their help with the coordination of it.

TOWN CLERK REPORT (Linda Wells absent)
Selectperson Merrill stated that water assessments are due on Wednesday, September 10th.  The drop
box may be used.  Assessments must be received before 4:00 p.m. on that date.

Selectperson Strong reported that the recently hired building maintenance person has taken a full time
job and is only available on weekends.

ROAD FOREMAN/COMMISSIONER REPORT
Selectperson Towbin announced that the Friends of the Winooski have offered to help with the
ongoing silt issue on the Rec. Field Road. They have offered to pay to have a weir wall built to catch
the silt from water and erosion in that area. Then the Town would remove the silt on a regular basis
from this holding wall. This is one way to preserve the road and that would benefit the Town. He
went on to say that there are still some concerns that need to be addressed and that there will be
another meeting with the Friends of the Winooski to work on them. The Town is in favor of writing a
letter of support for the weir wall, once the concerns Mike Nolan has have been addressed.



Selectperson Towbin will e-mail the Friends of the Winooski to let them know that the engineer needs
to speak with Mike on his concerns, before the letter of support can be written.

THOH-heating system
Bob Atchinson, Town Energy Coordinator, met with a contractor who uses a vacuuming system to
remove old insulation.  The old insulation can be fluff it so it can be re-used, if it is in good enough
shape. Bob is waiting for this contractor to submit an estimate for the attic at THOH.

He went on to report that the Town can apply for a ‘seed grant’ from the New England Grass Roots
Energy Action Network in the amount of $1,000.00. The due date for this application is September
15th.

Selectperson Strong stated the quote to seal the attic after the insulation is removed is $3,000.00.

Bob stated that he was unable to complete the final leg of the energy audit, as the boiler wasn’t
working. He went on to say the boiler is working now and he will complete the audit soon.

Selectperson Strong stated that volunteers will install sheetrock on the lower level of THOH on
September 14th, from 12:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Help is needed for this project and no experience is
necessary.

Selectperson Strong stated that the boiler that heats the downstairs has been moved to the new boiler
room. Gary Goulette (Allways Plumbing and Heating) has given an estimate for an additional boiler
that he believes is needed to adequately heat the building. Selectperson Strong indicated that the
second boiler will only run when there is a need for it.

7:20 P.M. Jesse Huffman entered.

The work to date on the heating system totals $21,500.00. Selectperson Strong and Bob will begin
work on the NE Grass Root Fund seed grant to help pay for electric upgrade in the attic.

Selectperson Strong moved to hire Allways Plumbing to install a 75,000 BTU back-up boiler and to
authorize an expenditure of up to $6,085.00 for this, including wiring, with a second from
Selectperson Merrill. The motion passed, 3-0.

Selectperson Merrill reported that there has been a complaint about the new street lighting in Town.
There is also concern that the newly installed motion sensitive lights near the side entrance to the
Municipal Building will go on throughout the night and disturb near-by neighbors.

7:51 P.M. Bob and Ed exited.

SKATEBOARD PARK UPDATES
Jesse Huffman reported that there are a couple more days of work to be done at the skateboard park
and a professional is needed to assist with the rest of the work. They have run out of volunteer time
and labor. Jesse stated there is still money left in the budget for materials for the park. The on-ramps
are rotting and need to be refurbished. In the short term, Jesse stated that he needs tools and volunteer
help for two 8 hour days to finish up. He went on to say it would be ideal to have a professional
carpenter with tools to volunteer.
8:00 p.m. David Montgomery entered.



Selectperson Towbin will post a notice for volunteers to assist Jesse with the skate park on
Face Book and Front Porch Forum. Selectperson Strong suggested contacting the new building
maintenance person, Dave Bailey, to help with this project. Selectperson Towbin will contact Dave.

8:03 P.M. Jessie exited.

CELL PHONE POLICY
There is a new state law that forbids cell phone use when driving. Selectperson Towbin suggested
that the Town consider a policy on phone use during work hours for Town employees. He will
discuss this further with Mike Nolan and the other road crew employees and report back to the Board.

VTrans Bike/Ped Award
Selectperson Merrill stated that the Town has been awarded a grant for the pedestrian bridge
connecting the lower and upper village and for a segment of sidewalk on the south side of US 2. This
project was informed by the 2013 Broadreach Study. The grant is for $393,000.00 dollars.  The
Town’s share is 10 %.  Construction is usually completed within 2-4 years.

She also reported that the Town has received a map from VTRans showing the new locations for
pedestrian warning signs on US 2. Posted warning range for pedestrian crossing will be increased by
several hundred feet.

DOG INCIDENT – Brook Road
Selectperson Merrill stated that Darlene Covey reported a dog incident over the weekend.
She went on to state that Jo Guertin is the contact for issues with animals during the week and Justin
Pickel is the contact on the weekends.  They are both Animal Control Officers for the Town.
In addition, Constable George Cushing or the Select Board members can be contacted for assistance
with animal issues.

THOH-fence
The Town was required to install an additional fire exit on the west side of the building.   This new
public exit has created some issues for the abutting neighbors. Selectperson Merrill indicated that the
Town will put up a fence on the west side of the THOH. This fence will provide privacy for the
neighbor and muffle noise. The neighbors have already contacted contractors. Selectperson Strong
will work with them on this project.

REVIEW BUILDING VALUES FOR FIRE STATION AND MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
Selectperson Towbin contacted Dave Diamantis for input on the 2015 insurance replacement values
assigned by the League of Cities and Towns to the various Town buildings.  These values are much
higher than 2014.  He will report back to the Board.

APPROVE MINUTES
Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the minutes of August 25th, with corrections with a second
from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Selectperson Strong moved to approve the minutes of September 3rd, with corrections with a second
from Selectperson Merrill. The motion passed, 3-0.

9:47 P.M.        Selectperson Merrill moved to adjourn with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The
motion passed, 3-0.

Recorder: Mary Fleming


