
APPROVED
090814 Public Hearing on Proposed Vacant and Dangerous Building Ordinance

6 pm Town Hall Opera House

ATTENDANCE: Town officials: Selectboard members Alice Merrill (Chair), David Strong, Bram
Towbin; Town Constable George Cushing; Town Attorney James Jamele
Public: Heather Vazachovic, Frederick Pope, Alexander Thayer, Jodi Vilardi, Chris Ditmeyer, Judy
Cyprian, Mary Trerice, Edward Hutchinson, Lisa Capaccio, David Parson Capaccio, J. Willis Pratt,
Scott Stewart, Jill Bessette, Becky Buchanan, Bob Atchinson

Selectperson Merrill called the public hearing to order at 6:05 pm

Selectperson Towbin gave a brief explanation of why the ordinance had been developed, citing
problems posed by unsafe, abandoned buildings and the need for a local ordinance that would give the
Town a way to deal with these problems. He noted that this ordinance is based on one that was
adopted by the town of Ludlow.

Willis Pratt said he didn’t want a law that encouraged or required people to tear down old buildings.

Ed Hutchinson said he believes the proposed ordinance is too long and complicated. Alice asked for a
show of hands of people who agreed with that criticism and six or seven people raised a hand.

Alex Thayer said that she believes that the Town Health Officer can intervene in matters relating to
unsafe or abandoned buildings that present pubic health problems and that the proposed ordinance isn’t
needed. She also stated that the proposed ordinance doesn’t have clear due process set forth and that
the time-frame it sets for correcting problems is unrealistic. She also wondered about the possible cost
of enforcement/administration.

Scott Stewart agreed with Alex, saying that Health Officers already have powers to deal with health
and safety issues. He went on to say that the terms used are poorly defined. He suggested that the word
“vacant” be eliminated entirely and the word “abandoned” be used instead. “Vacant” does not equate
to “dangerous”. [Note: Mr. Stewart previously emailed comments about the proposed ordinance].

Mary Trerice stated that she is, in principle, in favor of an ordinance dealing with this issue as long as
it is  suitable for Plainfield.  She noted that the Town’s Health Officer has been involved in a situation
on Bean Road but does not have the power to resolve the problem.

Jill Bessette commented that proposed ordinance addresses too many issues in a general way. The
ordinance should be tailored to situations that pose serious public health or safety problems.

Heather Vazachovic expressed her opinion that the time frame for a building to be classified as vacant
– ninety days – is too short. Instead of (or along with) using a specific length of time that a building is
unoccupied, she proposed using delinquent taxes, unpaid water fees, etc. as a trigger to define ‘vacant’.

Bram noted that the owner of the abandoned trailer on Bean Road property had paid his taxes.

Bob Atchinson agreed that the proposed ordinance needs to be clear about timelines and objectives.



Becky Buchanan said that there is no definition of “abandoned” in the ordinance; it should be defined.

Rick Pope stated that, in his opinion, the proposed ordinance was not salvageable. He believes the
newly created a position – the Vacant Building Administrative Officer – would be worse than being a
lister.

George Cushing remarked that abandoned buildings reduce property values and create a vagrancy
problem, or worse.

Chris Ditmeyer recommended that the Town be clear about what an “OK” building is so that it can be
clear about a not “OK” building. She added that a situation that poses “environmental” threats should
be included in the ordinance as well as “public health” and “safety”.

Alex recommended that a new ordinance be drafted that would accomplish the goals that have been
identified tonight.

Alice called for volunteers to help with drafting an alternative ordinance. Rick, Alex, and Scott
volunteered.

Bram stressed the need for a hefty fine that would be applied every day that a violation exists.

6:57 pm - Bram made a motion to continue the hearing at a future date and time to be determined. His
motion was seconded by Alice and passed 3-0.

- Minutes taken by David Strong


