
APPROVED Minutes of September 14, 2015 Plainfield Select Board Meeting

Present: David Strong (Select Board), Bram Towbin (Select Board Chair), Betsy Ziegler (Select Board),
Keith Swann (videographer)

Bram called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

The Agenda was proposed as follows:
Approve agenda
Announcements and public comment
Road Report
Park and Ride Solar Array update
Town Traffic Ordinance
Report on Old Home Days
Community Resilience Organization grant application
Report on Route 2/Main Street Intersection improvement
Update on Great Brook – house on Cameron Road near cliff
Central VT High School request to use Town Hall
Approve minutes

Bram moved that the agenda be approved. His motion was seconded by Betsy and passed.

Public Comment/Announcements
Dave announced a meeting of the Main Street Pedestrian Bridge/Sidewalk Project steering committee
will be held tomorrow, Sept. 15th, at 3:00 pm at the Town Hall/Opera House. Engineers from the
Dufresne Group, which will be designing the bridge, will be present.

Bram announced there will be an informational meeting of the Great Brook Bridge Alternatives Study
Project being conducted by Milone and MacBroom at the Town Hall Opera House on Thursday, Sept.
17th, at 7 pm.

Bram presented his concerns about the financial impact on municipalities of meeting the State’s
requirements under the Clean Water Act. For example, he reported it could cost $100,000 to retrofit the
Wastewater Treatment Plant according to Greg Chamberlin, the Wastewater Plant Operator.  He
distributed copies of a letter to the EPA he drafted that spells out his concerns and asked the other
members of the Selectboard to review. He will also share it with the Water/Wastewater Commission.
He’s hoping several other municipalities will join in voicing these concerns. The deadline for comments
is October 15th.

7:15 – Bob Atchinson entered

Road Report
Betsy will follow up with L.& D. about their quote for painting crosswalks.



Bram will talk to Mike about Mary Lane’s concerns and about the painting of parking spaces on the east
side of Mill Street.

Solar Array
Bob reported that he did a final inspection of the new 9.9 Kw solar array and everything looks good.

He said that the total cost of the project was $37,937.48, with a net cost to the Town of $28,037.48.

He noted that Green Mountain Power charged $1342 for connecting the panel (which is included in the
overall cost).

Dave moved to authorize the Selectboard chair to sign the incentive payment request form for Rich
Nichols in the amount of $9,900 from Renewable Energy Vermont. Betsy seconded and the motion
passed.

Bob will give a key for the inverter cab, the disconnect, and the loader panel to Linda.

7:45 pm – George Cushing and Michael Billingsley enter. Bob leaves.

Town Traffic Ordinance
The Selectboard has proposed amendments to the Town’s Traffic Ordinance. Major proposed changes
include reducing the speed limit on Recreation Field Road, Walker Lane, Martin Meadow Road and
Towne Avenue from 30 to 25 mph, and establishing four additional stop signs in the village.

An informational meeting on the proposed revisions will be held at the Selectboard’s meeting on
October 15th at 7 pm and a hearing will be held on October 26th at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall Opera
House.

Regarding traffic safety, George asked about removing trees on Brook Road that are obstructing sight
distances. Bram will talk to Mike about trimming trees and branches.

8:05 pm – Peg Elmer Hough enters.

Old Home Days
There was a review and discussion of the September 11 – 12 Old Home Days celebration activities.
Dave thanked everyone who helped make it happen. There were two favorable news stories in the Times
Argus – one before and one after the events, The Friday night Old Home Days Revue was well-attended.
Keith’s videotape of the show will be available on the internet. The parade and activities at the Rec.
Field went off without a hitch, and the local bands performed well. Seventy people attended the
“Plainfield History” slide show put on by the Plainfield Historical Society in the afternoon. The street
dance had to be moved to the Town Hall Opera House due to rain, but it was enjoyed there by many.

8:15 pm – George leaves.

8:20 pm – Lauren Oakes enters.



Community Resilience Organization grant application
Ms. Hough explained the “2015 Flood Resilience and Climate Change” grant that program that is being
offered through the Lake Champlain Basin Program. She distributed a rough draft of a proposal she
would like the Town to consider applying for that would include establishing a “Community Resilience
Organization” (CRO) in Plainfield. The deadline for applications is September 24 th. There is no Town
match required.

After a discussion of desired outcomes – including a riverbank stabilization project at the Town
Recreation Field – Bram made a motion that the Selectboard approve a letter endorsing the application
to the Lake Champlain Basin program grant selection committee. Dave seconded the motion, which was
approved.

Bram further moved that Betsy, Michael and Peg work on finalizing the grant application for
submission. His motion was seconded by Betsy and passed.

8:35 pm – Peg and Michael leave.

Report on Route 2/Main Street Intersection improvement
Dave reported that there was a “kick-off” meeting for the Route 2/Main Street intersection improvement
project on Sept. 2nd at the Town Hall Opera House. Stantec Engineering has the contract to do design
work for safety improvements. An informational meeting will be held in six months to review their
preliminary designs.

Update on Great Brook – house on Cameron Road near cliff
Bram introduced Lauren Oakes the Hazard Mitigation manager with the State of Vermont Emergency
Management, who he invited to the meeting to discuss what can be done about the house on Cameron
Road that is in imminent danger of falling into the Great Brook due to erosion.

Ms. Oakes described the “Buy-Out” program which is funded 75% by FEMA. A landslide benefit cost
analysis needs to be done and the property assessed. Bram will speak to the homeowner and follow up
on the required information.

8:50 pm - Lauren leaves.

Central VT High School request to use Town Hall
Dave reported that the Town Hall Opera House Advisory Committee is recommending that the Waldorf
High School in Plainfield be allowed to use the Hall on Fridays afternoons during the school year and be
charged a $600 rental fee. Bram made the motion to approve the request, which was seconded by Betsy
and approved. Dave will draft an agreement for the school to sign.

Approve minutes
Dave made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 2nd meeting as drafted. His motion was
seconded by Betsy and approved.

Other: Bram made a motion to approve a catering permit for Positive Pie at Black Bear Biodiesel on
September 20th, seconded by Betsy and approved.



Bram made a motion to approve a fleet permit for GK Bisson Trucking, seconded by Dave and
approved.

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm on a motion by Dave, seconded by Bram.

- Respectfully submitted by David Strong

Approved: September 28, 2015


