
Minutes of September 22, 2015 Special Plainfield Select Board Meeting
APPROVED

Present: Selectboard members David Strong, Bram Towbin (Chair), and Betsy Ziegler

Bram called the meeting to order at the Municipal Building at 8:15 am.

Bram moved to approve the following agenda, seconded by Dave and approved.

Agenda items:
Interview with Amy Welti for School Board position
Electric vehicle charging station update
Reschedule Oct. 12th regular Selectboard meeting
Highway position applicants
Interview with Chandra Miller for School Board position
Payment of stipends
Community Resiliency Organization grant application
At-risk Cameron Road property
Purchase of piano dolly for the Town Hall
School board appointment
Adjourn

8:20 am – Amy Welti entered.

Interview with Amy Welti
Amy explained her interest in filling the position vacated by Monica Light and her prior experience. She
answered the selectboard’s questions about school issues. The selectboard thanked her for her interest.

8:40 am – Amy left.

Electric vehicle charging station
Written proposals are still needed from a contractor for trenching and for a contractor to do the electric
work. Until those figures are known, no action can be taken.

8:45 am – Linda Wells entered.

Reschedule Oct. 12th selectboard meeting
Monday, October 12th, is Columbus Day. It was agreed that the meeting would be re-scheduled for
Thursday, October 15th and be held at the Town Hall Opera House. The informational session on the
proposed revisions to the Traffic Ordinance will be at 7:00 pm, the start of the meeting.

Highway position candidates
Linda reported that four applications had been received for the Equipment Operator position. Bram and
Mike will arrange to interview the candidates and make a recommendation. The selectboard will also
consider changing the job description of the other Highway position from “Truck Driver” to “Equipment



Operator”, since it would be beneficial if all Highway Department employees were capable of operating
all of the equipment. Linda will check on job descriptions available from the VLCT.
9:00 am – Chandra Miller arrived and Linda left.

Interview with Chandra Miller for School Board position
Chandra described her background and her reasons for applying to fill this vacancy. She responded to
selectboard questions about school-related issues. The selectboard thanked her for her interest.

9:15 am – Chandra left and Linda rejoined the meeting.

Payment of stipends
Linda reported that the Water and Wastewater Commission had requested that the commission
chairperson be paid monthly. Linda reported that she spoke with an Auditor about this and she stated
that annual stipends are paid out lump-sum, once a year.

Linda also reported that Water and Wastewater Commission had raised the annual stipend for the
chairperson position from $500 to $800. Bram made a motion to approve this increase and to pay Mary
Lane an additional $300 this fiscal year for her service as Water and Wastewater Commission chair.
Betsy seconded the motion, which was approved.

In a follow-up discussion about suitable compensation for the work being done by the Water and
Wastewater Commission, the selectboard recommends that Commission include in their FY16/17
budget a request that the chair of the commission receive a $1,000 stipend and the other commissioners
receive a $750 stipend.

Linda noted that minutes of several past selectboard meetings need to be transcribed from video
recordings and that Mary had offered to do meeting minutes from the videotapes. Bram moved that
Mary Lane be offered the job of transcribing the minutes of four previous selectboard meetings at a rate
of $50 per meeting, to be completed by October 12th. Betsy seconded the motion,
which passed.

Bram will notify Mary Lane of these decisions.

Community Resiliency Organization grant application
Betsy gave an update on the progress in preparing the grant application and presented a revised draft
cover letter. It will be a one-year grant. Up to $20,000 in funding is available to fund organizing around
resiliency and flood hazard responses. It will include a streambank erosion project. There is no Town
share. The deadline for the grant is just two days away. Letters of support from the Conservation
Commission and the Flood Advisory Committee are being solicited.

Bram moved to approve the letter of request as amended. Betsy seconded the motion and the motion
passed.

At-risk Cameron Road property
Bram reported he has received paperwork for the FEMA Buy-Out program and has spoken with the
owner of the property in question, who expressed his interest in proceeding with the application. Bram



will give him the documents he needs to sign.

Purchase of piano dolly for the Town Hall
Dave explained that the Town Hall Advisory Committee put a priority on the purchase of a piano dolly
for the grand piano at the Town Hall so that it can be moved to different locations in the Hall without
going out of tune. He reported that Melody Hill Farm in Danville has proposed to purchase and install
the piano dolly for $795. Funds would come from the Town Hall maintenance line item. Bram made a
motion to authorize this expense, with a second from Betsy. The motion passed.

School Board appointment
After a discussion of the two candidates, Bram moved to appoint Amy Welti to fill the vacant School
Board position, which expires in March, 2016. Dave seconded the motion, which passed.

Adjourn
10:00 am – Dave’s motion to adjourn was seconded by Betsy and approved.

- Respectfully submitted by David Strong


