
Plainfield Select Board Meeting
September 28, 2015

APPROVED

PRESENT: David Strong (Select Board), Bram Towbin (Select Board Chair), Betsy Ziegler (Select Board),
Linda Wells (Town Clerk), Keith Swann (Videographer), Michael Billingsley, Eric Blaisdell (Times Argus
Reporter).

Bram Towbin called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

The proposed agenda was as follows:
 Approve Agenda
 Announcements/Public Comment
 Town Clerk’s Report
 Road Report
 Creamery Street Road Issue (by Mary Lane’s House)
 Discussion of Charging Station for Electric Cars
 Letter to EPA on Water
 Discussion of Cider Press
 Community Resilience Organization - Follow up on Grant

David Strong made a motion to approve the agenda.  Towbin seconded the motion.  The motion was
approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Linda Wells announced that Fall Foliage Day would be celebrated on September 30th and detailed

the events.
 Towbin announced that the second Great Brook Flood Hazard Mitigation Study group will hold a

meeting on October 29th at 6:30pm at the Town Hall/Opera House where the engineers will present
specific ideas.  He strongly urged that anyone interested attend, especially those who live near
Great Brook.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Wells reported on the following:
 Board members need to review the lease for the upstairs tenant to make sure it is up to date.
 A $326 reimbursement request from the State of Vermont needs to be reviewed and signed off on

regarding the Plainfield Main Street Pedestrian Bridge Project.
 There will be a 7.5% increase in the Blue Cross/Blue Shield health insurance premium for town

workers.  Wells requested guidance about what the board wished to do.  Towbin suggested that
Wells see what other towns are planning to do and perhaps schedule a meeting with town
employees.



Town Road Foreman Mike Nolan entered at 7:10pm.

ROAD REPORT
Nolan reported on the following:
 The road crew has been busy cleaning culverts and ditching.  Some culverts cannot be flushed out

and may need to be replaced.
 Towbin noted that he has gotten a lot of requests for tree trimming, which Nolan said he believes

his crew can get to in the next couple of weeks.
 The uniform company that the road crew uses has raised its rates 9% and is not doing a particularly

good job.  Discussion followed on the possibility of contracting with another company who has
submitted a lower quote.

 A guard rail has been installed on Lower Road.
 Two interviews for the Highway Equipment Operation position are scheduled for 9/29. Towbin

noted that Strong had suggested that both road crew positions be classified as Equipment
Operators.  Towbin added that daily recordkeeping be included as a component of the job.

 Towbin asked about filling in road cracks, which needs to be done before the weather turns too
cold.  Nolan will follow up with the contractor doing the work.

 Regarding the installation of four crosswalks in the village, a discussion followed on the cost,
between $2,700 and $3,000, for two different types of treatments. Strong moved to give Betsy
Ziegler, after further research, the authority to exercise her judgment on which option to proceed
with, up to $3,000. Towbin seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 The parking spaces in front of the church still need to be painted.
 There was discussion on line painting in the village.
 In response to a letter received by the Select Board from Mary Lane regarding a parking problem

resulting from new paving on Creamery Street, discussion followed on the means of rectifying it.
 Nolan announced that he will be away Friday and all next week.

Energy Coordinator Bob Atchison entered at 7:27pm

SOLAR PANELS UPDATE/ELECTRIC ROAD CHARGER
 In the three weeks that the solar panels have been running, they have generated 661 kilowatt hours

(kwh), the equivalent of powering approximately 2 ½ houses for a day at $.21 per kwh.
 Atchison presented a proposal on installing an electric car charging station in the village.  Discussion

included proposed siting, electrical requirements, donation drop box, usage metering, budget
estimates, signage, and the means of paying for it. Ziegler moved to accept Atchison’s proposal,
with $1,000 being paid by a grant and the balance from the Energy Coordinator budget. Strong
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. Construction of the station is expected to start
within the next two weeks.

COST OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN CLEANUP/EPA LETTER
 Towbin provided background on the cost of the Lake cleanup and how it will disproportionately hit

the tax base of towns like Plainfield whose numerous back roads drain into either Great Brook or the
Winooski River. In addition, the upcoming mandate of upgrading Plainfield’s wastewater cleanup
plant in 2017 will be approximately $100,000 and the current rate for processing sewage would rise



dramatically, presenting a double burden to the Town. Towbin’s letter to the EPA addresses the
back roads issue. Strong moved to send the letter from the Select Board to the EPA regarding
Plainfield’s disproportionate cost for the Lake Champlain cleanup.  Ziegler seconded the motion.
The motion was approved.

BUILDING A CIDER PRESS IN THE VILLAGE
 Ryan Gillard and Ben Graham proposed resurrecting the cider mill that was formerly on Creamery

Street using a cooperative model that would be open to members for grinding and pressing apples.
The discussion included potential aspects of the preliminary plan, e.g., operating the mill with hydro
power, purchasing properties, utilizing town-owned land, expected water usage, and fundraising.
This would be a seasonal, community-based venture focusing on community agriculture that would
fill a real need in the supply chain for local cider. Their next step is to develop a better idea of the
physical design of the operation, locate a suitable site, and seek funding sources.

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE ORGANIZATION GRANT
 Ziegler provided an update of the 2015 Flood Resilience and Climate Change grant that was

submitted to the Lake Champlain Basin Program on September 24.  Discussion followed on several
concerns about the process around the grant’s submission, its tasks, and the budget.

OVERVIEW OF RECENT FLOOD MITIGATION MEETING
 Towbin gave a brief overview of what had been presented at the September 14th meeting and

reminded the public about the next meeting on October 29th.
 Changing the name of the Flood Mitigation Advisory Committee to better reflect what it is actually

being charged to do was discussed.  Towbin suggested that the advisory committee discuss the
renaming and then bring its ideas back to the Select Board.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 Ziegler moved to accept the minutes of the September 14th meeting.  Towbin seconded the

motion.  The motion was approved.

The Select Board went into executive session to discuss personnel at 9:14pm.

The Select Board came out of executive session at 9:30pm.  No action taken.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm on a motion by Strong.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion
was approved.

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Wyckoff


