
October 13, 2014
Plainfield Select Board Meeting
DRAFT

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson Bram Towbin, Eric Blaisdell,
(Times Argus Reporter), Mark Mooney(Principal),Video Recorder Keith Swann, and Mary
Fleming (Minutes Recorder).

7:05 P.M. Called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Towbin moved with a second from Selectperson Merrill to approve the revised
agenda.  The motion passed, 2-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Towbin announced that the Town is still looking for candidates to fill the position
of Animal Control Officer. If anyoneis interested, they should contact the Town Clerk’s office.

Selectperson Towbin also announced that the Town is looking for a road crew worker and
anyone interested in this position should contact the Town Clerk’s office.

Mary Fleming announced that a five year old boy from Barre, Drew Bernier, is fighting a rare
disease which has pre-disposed him to acute leukemia. He is undergoing treatment for
complications following a bone marrow transplant at Boston Children’s Hospital.  His parents
have had to stop working to care for him.  They also have a six month old daughter.

There are benefits being held for this family as they continue to work towards Drew’s recovery,
which is going to be a slow process.  Anyone interested in upcoming events can see Facebook,
area newspapers, and local radio stations for more information.  There has also been a
GoFundMe(gofundme.com) account set up on line for anyone wishing to donate.

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Principal Mark Mooney of Twinfield Union School stated he is in attendance to discuss the
publication of Field Notes.  He stated that due to the resignation of Jan Danziger as editor of this
publication, he would like to hire a replacement and continue with Field Notes in an electronic
version.

In addition, hard copies would be distributed to key points throughout Plainfield and Marshfield.
There will be a link to them on Front Porch Forum as well.

7:15 P.M. Will Colgan enters.
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Principal Mooney went on to say that Field Notes would be timelier in this new electronic
format.  He stated that he would like to request that the Board continue their prior support with
the funding of Field Notes.  He is requesting the Town continue funding so he can hire someone
to produce them.

He also announced that a renowned Professor MahesSharma will be speaking at a Math
Information night being held at Twinfield Union School about different styles of teaching
mathonThursday, September 15th at 5:30 p.m.

Principal Mooney also announced that every Thursdaythe school is ending the day with clubs
and extensions for students.

The extensions take place at 1:00 p.m. and they are academically based programs to enhance and
assist with learning.

The clubs are more hobby based and they are held at 2:00 p.m.

He is looking for volunteers for both programs and anyone interested should contact the school
for more information.

7:20 P.M. Principal Mooney leaves.

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER UPDATE

Selectperson Towbin moved to not release animal control officer, Justin Pickle, from his post
with a second from Selectperson Merrill. The motion passed, 2-0.

He stated that the Town will be interviewing several candidates to fill the position of Animal
Control Officer.

Selectperson Towbin thanked Foster Motors for the delivering the Town truck.

BEAN ROAD TRAILER UPDATE

Selectperson Merrill stated that Mr. Ducas, property owner, Selectperson Strong and Mr. Daly of
the Agency of Natural Resources met onsite. Mr. Ducas was informed that the Agency will
enforce thecleanup of his property on Bean Road by winter.

She went on to state that the Town will remove the trailer using grant money from CVSWM.

There is a dispute between the Town and Mr. Ducas about whether the porch and deck are part
of the trailer itself or separate structures, and who is responsible for their removal.
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7:24 P.M. Michael Zahner enters.

PSB-VTEL WIRELESS FACILITY UPDATE

Selectperson Merrill gave an overview on the VTel Tower application to install a tower in Town.

She stated that VTel has asked for approval to put awirelesstower up in Town, andthat the Town
opposes it, as indicated in the Town Plan.

Will Colgan identified himself as the Chair of the Town Planning Commission and as the Town
representative for this hearing.

Michael Zahner identified himself as the principal of Hollister Hill Consulting.

He went on to state that he is working directly with the Town to prepare paperwork supporting
the Town’s position for a hearing with the Public Service Board on the tower.

Selectperson Merrill moved that premature general public knowledge of the Town’s pending
litigation with VTel regarding the proposed cell tower on Upper Road would place the Town at a
substantial disadvantage with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 2-0.

7:30 P.M. Selectperson Merrill moved to enter executive session to discuss pending
litigation with VTel under Title 1 Section 313a1Eof the VermontStatutes with a second from
Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 2-0.

7:43 P.M. Selectperson Towbin moved to exit executive session with no action taken with a
second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed 2-0.

Will Colgan will provide the Board with updates on the tower application.

7:45 P.M. Will and Michael leave.

ABANDONED BUILDINGORIDNANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE

Selectperson Towbin gave a summary of themeeting of the adhoc Abandoned Building
Committee.

Scott Steward, who is a member of the committee and works at the State Agency of Natural
Resources, has indicated that the Town Health Officer can take measures to remediate
abandoned building situations before they are out of hand.

Selectperson Towbin went on to say that Title 18 of the Vermont Statutescan levy fines and
actions against property owners to prevent these situation from getting out of control.

He stated that the Town’s health officer, Justine Gadd, would be responsible for instituting them.



October 13, 2014
Plainfield Select Board Meeting
DRAFT
Page 4

Due to these new responsibilities, the Committee feels more training and a stipend would be in
order for the health officer.

He went on to report that the Committee’s recommendation is that the Town not enact any new
rules on abandoned buildings.

Selectperson Towbin moved to discontinue the September 8th hearing on the proposed language
for an abandoned building ordinance with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion
passed, 2-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the Town not
pursue an abandoned building ordinance at is time with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The
motion passed 2-0.

DESIGNATED VILLAGE CENTER UPDATE

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Downtown Development Board voted to not include the Park
and Ride within the Designated Village Center, but did approve expanding the Designated
Village Center boundary on the west side of Town.

Selectperson Towbin stated that Selectperson Merrill discovered inaccuracies in the map
submitted to the Downtown Development Board. She is going to go back to this Board with a
corrected map and ask that they re-consider their decision on the Designated Village Center
boundaries.

RED STORE UPDATE

Selectperson Towbin stated that the Development Review Board had a hearing on an application
from R.L. Vallee, property owner of the Red Store, for two apartments and a1,800 square foot
retail space.

Representatives from R.L. Vallee andTown residents attended the DRB meeting.

Selectperson Towbin went on to say that the plan to develop this property seems legitimate.

R.L. Vallee has re-done the water lines,adding larger ones.

He went on to state that the Town is interested in the development of the space and hopes this
application to the DRB is a step in the right direction.

As the DRB sets regulationsfor different types of businesses, it is unclear how to permit this
development, since the business for which it will be used hasn’t been specified by R.L. Vallee.

They need to come back to the DRB on November 12th, with details on what type or business
will be going into the developed retail space and to give the plan for parking.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the minutes of October 7th with a second from
Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 2-0.

Selectperson Towbin stated that a privacy fence will need be constructed between the Town Hall
Opera House and the neighbor on the west.

The Town will pay 80% of the cost of the fence and the neighbor willpay 20% and adopt the
maintenance of the fence.

This will be incorporated in to the land records.

The Town’s attorney will draw up a document for theland records.

Selectperson Towbin stated that it has been made clear to the neighbor that the Town’s lawyer
will be working on the Town’s behalf. He is ok with that and would prefer the Town’s lawyer do
this.

8:14 P.M. Janice Walrafen, Chair of the DRB enters.

Janice added to the information on the R.L.Vallee development of the Red Store property.

She indicated that R.L. Vallee needs to provide more accurate measurements on parking and the
sidewalk that has been proposed.  They are currently close to the boundary lines.

She added, that there are structural and energy issues that need to be discussed as well.

She reported that the application is moving along well

Janice asked the Select Board to send payment to Irene Nagle, consultant, for clarifying and
unifying theTown zoning regulations.

Janice also stated that the Townzoning regulations for parking don’t fit the reality of the Village
any longer.  She believes this is a topic of discussion for both the Board and for public
information.

The new unified zoning regulations will compile the zoning regulations over the past twenty
years into one unified user friendly document.

8:30 P.M. Janice leaves.
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8:32 P.M. Selectperson Merrill moved with a second from Selectperson Towbin to adjourn.
The motion passed, 2-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Fleming

Select Board Chair, Alice Merrill

_________________________

__________________________ ______________________________

Selectperson, Bram Towbin Date


