
Informational Meeting on New Traffic Ordinance
Plainfield Select Board Meeting

October 15, 2015
Draft Minutes

PRESENT: Betsy Ziegler (Select Board), Bram Towbin (Select Board Chair), David Strong (Select Board),
Linda Wells (Town Clerk), Keith Swann (Videographer), Cindy Wyckoff (Minutes Recorder), and residents
Annie Coughlin, David Diamantis, and Alexandra Thayer.

Bram Towbin opened the Informational Meeting at 7:04pm.

DISCUSSION OF NEW TRAFFIC ORDINANCE
Towbin stated that the purpose of the informational meeting is to obtain feedback from the public on
the final draft of the new ordinance.  The major changes are the installation of four new stop signs and
lowered speed limits in the Village. The discussion included:
 the locations of the new stop signs and speed limit changes;
 lowering speed limit on Creamery Street from the proposed 25 mph to 15 miles per hour;
 public parking in the municipal lot across from the Town Hall Opera House;
 clarity on the penalties imposed for ordinance violations;
 previous traffic studies; and
 possible new “street narrows” warning signage to motorists coming into Main Street.

The Select Board agreed to add the New Traffic Ordinance for further discussion to the agenda of the
regular Select Board meeting that immediately followed.

At 7:40pm, hearing no further remarks from the public, Towbin called the informational meeting to a
close.
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Bram Towbin called the meeting to order at 7:40pm.

The proposed agenda was as follows:
 Public Comments/Announcements
 Town Clerk’s Report
 Road Report
 Report on the Brook Naming
 Report on Barre City, Barre Town, and Plainfield Joining in Flood Grant
 Report on Receiving Grant for Scoping to Study Village Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
 Follow up on Concerns about Sidewalk in New Pedestrian Bridge Project
 Follow up on Working with Other Towns on Funding Applications
 Approve Minutes

The New Traffic Ordinance and the 2015 Historic Preservation Grant were added to the agenda and
Follow up on Concerns about Sidewalk in New Pedestrian Bridge Project was removed. David Strong
made a motion to approve the amended agenda. Betsy Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion
was approved.

PUBLIC COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Michelle Rodriquez will be performing at the Plainfield Town Hall Opera House on 10/16 at 8pm.
 Towbin has a photo show upstairs in the Plainfield Co-op that runs through December.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Wells reported on the following:
 Select Board approval is needed for a $21,548.00 reimbursement request to the Vermont Agency of

Transportation for paving on Mill Street. Ziegler moved to approve the request.  Strong seconded
the motion.  The motion was approved.

 Select Board approval is needed for a $238,288.38 reimbursement request to the Vermont Agency
of Transportation for emergency grant for the July flood. Strong moved to approve the request.
Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 The public hearing for the revised Traffic Ordinance was scheduled for 11/9/15 at 6:30pm
downstairs in the Town Hall Opera House prior to the regular Select Board meeting.

 Reminders that the health insurance meeting will be held on 10/27/15 at 8:00am with a
representative from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns and a meeting on 10/16/15 at
11:00am will be held for a personnel discussion regarding new road crew hiring. Both meetings will
be at the Town Offices.



ROAD REPORT
 Ziegler reviewed the status of the planned painting of fog lines, stop sign bars, and crosswalks in the

Village.  Towbin requested that Town Road Foreman Mike Nolan be involved in discussion of the
work with the contractor.

NEW TRAFFIC ORDINANCE
 Towbin summarized the discussion from the informational meeting that immediately preceded,

stating that there was public consensus on the proposed new stop signs and speed limits, except for
the speed limit of 25 mph proposed for Creamery Street. Because circumstances for lowering speed
limits below 25 mph are state regulated, discussion on that location would be tabled for now.

 Strong will rewrite the proposed language regarding allowing public parking in the municipal lot on
Route 2 across from the Town Hall Opera House and present it to the Board for review.

REPORT ON THE BROOK NAMING
 Strong reported that the Vermont State Library Board had officially approved the name Mskaskek

for the brook and as a formality will be sending it to the US Geological Survey’s Geological Names
Office.  There will be a formal dedication ceremony on 11/7/15 at the brook’s location where it
crosses Bean Road.

REPORT ON BARRE CITY, BARRE TOWN, AND PLAINFIELD JOINING IN FLOOD GRANT
 Towbin reported that the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission along with Barre City,

Barre Town, and Plainfield have submitted a joint grant proposal to study flood water and how to
manage it.

REPORT ON RECEIVING GRANT FOR SCOPING TO STUDY VILLAGE PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENTS
 Ziegler reported that the project, funded through the VTRANS Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, will

study constructing new sidewalks to link the existing sidewalks in the Village. A $3,000 match is
required, which will need to be budgeted for in the next fiscal year. The economic benefits to the
community and traffic-calming effects of sidewalks were cited as advantages to both residents and
the Town at large as a result of the improvement.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT
 Strong reported that a 50-50 matching Historic Preservation grant awarded in December 2014 to

replace the roof and do some work on the siding, cornices, and beam on the Town Hall Opera House
requires that the work be completed by December 2016.  Strong will develop a request for
proposals for the contracting work and present it for approval at the next Select Board meeting. The
Town’s share of $20,000 will not come from new taxpayer money, but be appropriated from the
reserve fund.  The goal is to secure a contractor and commence work in July or August 2016.

FOLLOW UP ON WORKING WITH OTHER TOWNS ON FUNDING APPLICATIONS
 Ziegler reported on her discussion with the Town Clerk of Marshfield regarding the possibility of the

two towns sharing a grants administrator position.  Marshfield does not have a need for a grants
administrator at this point.



 Towbin reported that he was in the process of getting paperwork together and to the Homeland
Security Department and Vermont’s Federal Emergency Management Agency regarding the house
on Cameron Road that is in a perilous situation.  He will have proposal drafts for Select Board
review.

APPROVE MINUTES
Strong reviewed minutes from the 7/13/15, 7/27/15, 8/10/15, 8/24/15, 10/6/15, and 10/13/15 Select
Board meetings:
 Noting only minor changes, Strong moved to accept the minutes of the 7/13/15 meeting as

amended.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.
 With clarification on the cost of state-funded replacements of culverts on Lower Road, Strong

moved to approve the minutes of the 7/27/15 meeting as amended. Ziegler seconded the
motion.  The motion was approved.

 Noting only minor changes, Strong moved to accept the minutes of the 8/10/15 meeting as
amended.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 Noting only minor changes, Strong moved to accept the minutes of the 8/24/15 meeting as
amended.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 With correction of the language regarding reclassifying the “truck driver” designation to “equipment
operator” in the Town Road Department, Strong moved to accept the minutes of the 10/6/15
special meeting as amended.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 Noting a minor change in the meeting minutes where candidates for the new road crew position
were interviewed, Strong moved to accept the minutes of the 10/13/15 special meeting as
amended.  Ziegler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

 There was a brief discussion on recording meeting minutes and developing an effective guest
attendance sheet. It was agreed that adjustments would be made as needed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm on a motion by Ziegler.  Strong seconded the motion.  The
motion was approved.

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Wyckoff


