
Plainfield Special Select Board Meeting
October 26, 2015

Approved Minutes

PRESENT: David Strong (Select Board), Bram Towbin (Select Board Chair), Betsy Ziegler (Select Board),
Linda Wells (Town Clerk), Keith Swann (Videographer), Cindy Wyckoff (Minutes Recorder), Eric Blaisdell
(Times Argus), residents Allen Clark, Charles Cogbill, Dan Gadd, and Michael Billingsley.

Bram Towbin called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

The proposed agenda was as follows:
 Approve Agenda
 Announcements/Public Comment
 Town Clerk’s Report
 Road Report/Update on Crosswalk Painting
 Changes in Logging Arrangement at the Town Forest
 Bus Shelter Update
 Discussion of Plainfield Flood Advisory Committee: Update Mission/New Members
 Report on Proposed FEMA Buyout of House on Cameron Road
 Authorization to Seek Request for Proposals for 2015 Historic Preservation Grant for the Town Hall

Opera House
 Summary of New Traffic Ordinance Informational Meeting
 Discussion of Support for Twinfield School Info Letter
 Discussion of Support for Front Porch Forum
 Lake Champlain Basin Program Grant Application
 Approve Minutes

David Strong made a motion to approve the agenda. Towbin seconded the motion. The motion was
approved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENT
 Linda Wells announced that the first school tax payment is due on 11/4/15 by 4:00pm.  To be

considered on time, hand deliveries must be received at Town Clerk’s Office/drop box no later than
4:00pm and deliveries by mail must be postmarked by 11/4/15.

 Towbin announced that the second Great Brook Flood Hazard Mitigation meeting will be on
10/29/15 at 6:30pm at the Town Hall Opera House. Proposals will be presented on what steps
should be taken.  Those owning houses on or near the Great Brook should attend.

 Strong reminded that the naming ceremony for the Mskaskek Brook will take place 11/7/15 at
1:00pm at the brook’s location where it passes under Bean Road.  The ceremony will be followed by
a reception at a neighbor’s house with refreshments and a slide show.



 Towbin stated that there was an editorial by the Commissioner of the Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation that might have been in response to Towbin’s article in Vermont Digger
regarding concerns by municipalities about the Lake Champlain clean up and the disproportionate
effect it will have on some towns in terms of cost and time.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
 Wells reminded that the meeting to discuss the Town’s health insurance premium will be held on

10/27/15 at 8:00am with a representative present from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns to
present information and answer questions.

 Wells requested that the Board review this year’s winter maintenance proposal for the Town’s
sidewalks. Strong moved to accept the bid from Kevin Hudson to maintain the Town sidewalks
this winter.  Betsy Ziegler seconded the motion. After a brief discussion with Town Road Foreman
Mike Nolan on augmenting the work with salt during icy weather, the motion was approved.

 Wells asked the Board to review the changes made to the New Traffic Ordinance draft resulting
from the 10/15/15 public informational meeting.  The public hearing will be held on 11/9/15.

ROAD REPORT
 Nolan reported that the work filling the pavement cracks has been completed.
 Ziegler updated on her discussion with the contractor painting the crosswalk lines in the Village.  At

no extra charge, the contractor will employ a new method of grooving the pavement before laying
the materials down, which will make the finished work last much longer.  Towbin requested that the
contractor let Nolan know when the work will be done and confirm that the contractor will handle
traffic control.

 Nolan reported that the Town Road Crew is getting the equipment ready for winter.
 Towbin reported that the contract with the current uniform supply company runs through 2016.

Despite a 4% increase, the Town cannot contract with a different company until the current contract
expires.  Towbin suggested a more protective agreement for the Town on future service provider
contracts.

 Towbin announced that Steve Hogan, a new member of the Town Road Crew, will start work on
11/2/15.

 Towbin followed up with Nolan on a clean-up issue at the bottom of East Hill.  Nolan has already
talked to the resident about it.

 Nolan reported on a car blocking the turnaround on Spruce Mountain Road.  Towbin stated that the
car is supposed to be removed by 11/1/15 and he will follow up if it is not.

REPORT ON PROPOSED FEMA BUYOUT OF HOUSE ON CAMERON ROAD
 Towbin updated that the paperwork on compliance measures that the Town needs to sign off on for

the FEMA grant proposal has been completed with the remainder of forms to be finished by the end
of the week. Towbin will ask the FEMA representative to review prior to submitting the proposal.
The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources and the State Geologist are on board with the proposal
for FEMA funding that will enable the Town to purchase the property, and along with additional
funding, to cap all utilities and raze the house. The structure presents a serious safety hazard.
Towbin assured that no municipal tax payer money is involved.

 Ziegler noted that other riverbank properties in the Town may also present similar threats.



 Michael Billingsley stated that another FEMA grant to provide $7,500 for advanced planning is due
on 11/6/15.  With inadequate time to prepare the proposal, Billingsley recommended delaying the
grant request until the next application period in May 2016.  The Board agreed.

CHANGES IN LOGGING ARRANGEMENT AT THE TOWN FOREST
 Allen Clark, former member of the Conservation Commission and who helped draft the Town Forest

Plan, reported that the harvesting/logging project to raise money for the Town’s reserve fund to
manage the forest has begun and seems to be going well.  He noted two proposed changes to the
plan for Select Board approval: 1) adjusting the sale price of Red Pine and Scotch Pine from $80 to
$70 per thousand board foot due to their decreased market value, representing a net decrease of
approximately $500; and 2) changing the end date of the contract, currently on 11/1/15, to
12/31/15 to allow adequate time to complete the work and clean up. Strong made a motion to
lower the price for Red Pine and Scotch Pine from $80 to $70 per thousand board feet and to
change the end date of the contract from 11/1/15 to 12/31/15.  Ziegler seconded the motion.
After brief discussion, the motion was approved.

BUS SHELTER UPDATE
 Strong reported on the status of a permit application submitted to the Plainfield Design Review

Board (DRB) to locate the new bus shelter to in front of the Plainfield Post Office on Route 2.  The
proposed location change has already been approved by VTRANS and GMTA. Strong will respond to
several questions posed by the DRB.

DISCUSSION OF PLAINFIELD FLOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEE: UPDATE MISSION/NEW MEMBERS
 Towbin noted that several Flood Advisory Committee members had not been formally appointed

and requested a motion to officially appoint the following to one-year terms: Bram Towbin, Dan
Gadd, Charles Cogbill, Scottie Harrison, Mary Lane, and George Springston. Strong moved to
appoint Bram Towbin, Dan Gadd, Charles Cogbill, Scottie Harrison, Mary Lane, and George
Springston to the Advisory Committee for a term of one year starting 10/26/15.  Ziegler seconded
the motion.  The motion was approved.

 After reviewing the 2011 Select Board mandate regarding the formation of the Flood Advisory
Committee, discussion ensued with Select Board and Flood Advisory Committee members that
included: an overview of an eight-point proposal drawn up at the recent Flood Advisory Committee
meeting; changing the current restriction on the number of Committee members; changing the
Select Board member’s status on the Committee to a voting member; changing the Committee’s
name to the Plainfield Hazard Mitigation Committee; encouraging a more robust role for the
Committee in seeking out available funding; clarifying the Committee’s mission and potential
overlap of responsibilities with other existing committees, and the Committee’s status as an ad hoc
versus a permanent standing committee, among others. It was agreed that the Select Board would
conceptually endorse the proposal for further consideration with a request that the Flood Advisory
Committee present a defined statement of mission, set member terms, and develop a plan to
include the current emergency management team.



AUTHORIZATION TO SEEK REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR 2015 HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT
FOR THE TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE
 Strong referred to the work needed on the Town Hall Opera House: a new roof, minor rafter repair,

and trim repair/replacement.  He proposed that the Select Board authorize the RFP seeking bids to
be released on or before 11/9/15 with the deadline for proposals by 12/11/15 in order to secure a
qualified contractor to start work by the summer of 2016. The grant guidelines require that the
work be completed by 12/31/16. Strong stated that the project is budgeted at $40,000.  The grant
stipulates a 50-50 match with the grantor providing $20,000 and the Town providing its $20,000
match using $10,000 from the existing reserve fund and $10,000 from next fiscal year’s expected
allocation. Ziegler moved to authorize the release of the RFP for bids for the work outlined on the
Town Hall Opera House.  Towbin seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

SUMMARY OF NEW TRAFFIC ORDINANCE INFORMATIONAL MEETING
 The Board discussed adding information about three existing speed limits on US Route 2 to the

Ordinance: 1) a 30 mph speed limit on Route 2 from the Town Hall Opera House to the intersection
of Route 214; 2) a 30 mph speed limit from the Route 2/Main Street intersection to the Marshfield
town line; and 3) a 40 mph speed limit to the 50 mph zone.  By having the speed limits on US Route
2 in the Ordinance, the Town is eligible for receiving a portion of the fines from traffic tickets issued
on this road. Strong moved to approve the revised draft of the New Traffic Ordinance.  Ziegler
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

DISCUSSION OF SUPPORT FOR TWINFIELD INFO LETTER
 The Town received a letter from Twinfield School asking for support for the new electronic version

of Field Notes that is replacing the former printed publication, the latter of which ran the minutes
from the Plainfield Select Board meetings. The Select Board discussed the possibility of posting
Plainfield announcements instead of minutes as well as other potential avenues of disseminating
Town information. Ziegler will invite Twinfield’s principal to attend the next Select Board meeting to
discuss options for the electronic newsletter and costs. The Board discussed making the Town’s
website more dynamic.

DISCUSSION OF SUPPORT FOR FRONT PORCH FORUM
 Towbin tabled the discussion on supporting Front Porch Forum until after the Select Board hears

from Twinfield’s principal about the options and costs for supporting the electronic newsletter.

LAKE CHAMPLAIN BASIN PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION
 Strong updated on a grant submitted to the Lake Champlain Basin Program, noting that they will

hear by mid-November if the grant was approved.  If so, there will be 30 days to submit a revised
work plan.

APPROVE MINUTES
 A copy of the minutes from the 10/15/15 New Traffic Ordinance Informational and Select Board

meeting was not available.



At 8:35pm, Strong made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue. Ziegler
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

The Select Board came out of Executive Session at 8:50 pm. No action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50pm on a motion by Strong. Towbin seconded the motion.  The motion
was approved.

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Wyckoff


