
APPROVED

October 27, 2014   Plainfield Select Board Meeting

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson Bram Towbin, Selectperson Dave
Strong, Eric Blaisdell, (Times Argus Reporter), Cito Hardy (PPC), Linda Wells (Town Clerk),
Michael Birnbaum (Cloud Alliance), Video Recorder Keith Swann, and Mary Fleming (Minutes
Recorder).

7:00 P.M. Called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Merrill moved with a second from Selectperson Towbin to approve the revised agenda.
The motion passed, 3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

Selectperson Merrill announced that V-Tel has withdrawn their application with the Public Service
Board to install a wireless tower in Town.

They do not wish to litigate with the Town, so this issue is closed.

Cito Hardy, member of the Plainfield Planning Commission, stated that Cloud Alliance has yet to co-
locate their equipment from their original utility tower to their new tower.

He went on to state that they had indicated they would do so when they applied to the Planning
Commission to install the newer tower.

Mike Birnbaum stated the original utility pole was installed in 2005, and the new tower was installed
a couple of years ago.  He went on to say that he plans to decommission all the antennas and radios
on the original pole, leaving it empty.   He said the delay is due to customers not wanting to move to
the upgraded service provided on the new tower.

Cloud Alliance will continue to move customers and will decommission the old utility pole.

7:10 P.M. Mike Nolan enters.

Cito Hardy stated he wants to know when the towers will be in compliance with the Town Plan.

Michael estimated that it will be done between six months and a year.

He stated he is willing to attend a meeting with the Planning Commission to clarify this matter and
any compliance issues.

DVC

Selectperson Merrill announced that she and Will Colgan went back to the Downtown Review Board
for the inclusion of the Park and Ride in the Designated Village Center.

This Board had voted not to include it initially, but they were using an incorrect map.

The Downtown Review Board voted to include the Park and Ride in the Designated Village Center
based on review of the accurate map.
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7:24 P.M. George Cushing enters.

7:25 P.M. Eric and Michael Birnbaum leave.

Selectperson Strong announced that the Plainfield Area Business Association will meet on November
3rd, at 1:00 p.m. at Maple Valley.

The Development Review Board will meet on November 12th, at 7:00 p.m. about the Red Store at the
Town Hall Opera House.

TOWN CLERK REPORT

Clerk Wells submitted the agreement for the Pedestrian Walkway and SideWalk Project grant to
Selectperson Merrill for signature.

Selectperson Strong moved that Selectperson Merrill sign the Co-operative Agreement for the
transportation project for the Pedestrian Walkway and Sidewalk in the amount of $353,700.00 with a
second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Clerk Wells also submitted insurance information from the League of Cities and Towns on the Town
property values for the Board’s review.

She stated that the Town employees are satisfied with the current health care plan that the Town
provides.

She also submitted the budget expenditures to date for the Board’s review.

7:35 P.M. Selectperson Towbin moved to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue
(Road Crew) with a second from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Cito stated that he has many historic artifacts from Plainfield and photos of the Town from the
1800(s) up to the 1930(s).

He stated he is offering the Town the opportunity to buy these pieces before he puts them online to
sell publicly.

Selectperson Strong suggested that Cito be in touch with the Historical Society about these items.

7:42 P.M. Cito departs.

7:43 P.M. The Board enters executive session.

7:53 P.M. Rita Copeland enters and is asked to leave (re:  executive session).  Mary leaves.

8:05 P.M... Selectperson Towbin moved with a second from Selectperson Merrill to come out of
executive session.  The motion passed 3-0.  No action was taken.

George, Mike, Rita, and Mary return.



APPROVED
October 27, 2014   Plainfield Select Board Meeting
Page 3

BEAN ROAD TRAILER

Selectperson Towbin stated that the individual who was to remove the trailer on Bean Road hasn’t
provided liability insurance info to the Town and, therefore, can’t be considered for the job.

He asked Mike Nolan if it was possible for the road crew to do it instead.

Mike stated he would need to find time in the schedule and get estimates on a dumpster and renting
an excavator.

Selectperson Strong stated that Packard gave an estimate of $4,800.00 to remove the trailer and front
porch.  This figure does not include the shed or back porch.

George Cushing will look into excavators for this project.

He will call Mike Nolan tomorrow, so they can collaborate on the information each has gathered on
the removal of the Bean Road trailer and out buildings.

Selectperson Merrill indicated to Mike that notices need to go out to alert people whose mailboxes
appear to be in the way of plowing.  These notices will outline what the Town’s policy is in regard to
replacing mailboxes that are damaged by plowing.

Selectperson Towbin stated that Mary Lane wrote a note indicating that since the Town did culvert
work near her property, her car is bottoming out in her driveway.  She also wants to know if the
plants that were removed from her property during the sidewalk project are going to be replaced.

Selectperson Merrill stated that it would be the Town’s intent to leave the property as it was found
prior to the drainage work that was done at the corner of Creamery and Main.

George inquired about the status of the stop sign project.

Selectperson Merrill stated she is working on this and she has been in touch with Steven Gladzcuk
(CVRPC).

8:17 P.M. George, Mike, and Linda leave.

TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER

Rita stated she wanted to give the Board an update on the growth of the Twin Valley Senior Citizen
Center.

She stated that the Center serves Plainfield, Marshfield, Calais, and East Montpelier.

She gave the Board literature and a calendar of upcoming events.

She stated that she had just finished year end for the Center and they had served 10,617 meals and
delivered over 6,000 meals to the house bound and disabled.

She stated that she is going to be in touch with the Select Boards of the other towns being served by
the Center.
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She would like them to identify those in their area who may need help, meals on wheels, etc.  She is
hoping the towns will guide residents to the Center for the helpful resources they have there.

In addition, Rita stated she plans on working with the Towns on an emergency plan for the house
bound elderly in our communities.

Selectperson Towbin suggested that she be in touch with Rob Bridges, Emergency Management
Director, on this type of project.

Rita announced that the Center is having a boiled dinner on November 2nd.

She went on to announce that they will be inviting veterans to lunch at the Center on Veterans Day on
Monday, November 10th.

In addition, the Center will host a Hunters Breakfast on November 15th from 5:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m.  This is for hunters and community members alike.

In addition, the center offer regular classes in bone building, and tai chi classes, and door to door
transportation to the center is provided to the center free of charge.

There are no dues to be a part of the Center, and there is no charge for the exercise classes.

Rita stated that the Center is grateful for the volunteers who make its programs possible.

8:34 P.M. Rita leaves.

FIELD NOTES REQUEST

Selectperson Merrill reviewed the request Principal Mooney had made for $3,000.00 for funding the
continuation of Field Notes.

This request has been tabled until after Selectperson Strong attends a Marshfield Select Board
meeting to discuss this request, which Principal Mooney has made of both the towns.

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Town has received a request from a community group for a
$50.00 donation from the Rec. Field Committee for a series of family contra dances.

This will also be tabled until Selectperson Strong attends the Marshfield meeting to discuss this
request, too.

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Social Concerns Committee is looking for guidance from the
Select Board on what would be acceptable to the Board.

Selectperson Strong said it is up to the Committee members to make that determination and the
Committee should review each organization along with how many people in Plainfield are being
served, and base their funding recommendation on that.
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MUNICIPAL PROPERTY INSURANCE VALUES

Selectperson Merrill stated that the League of Cities and Towns bases their value of property on
guaranteed replacement cost.

The Town can argue insuring town buildings for something less if it can come up with a solid
argument for doing so.

The buildings are currently insured at a replacement value rate of 2.2 million dollars.

The 2015 premium will increase by 2.85% if the Town accepts the replacement value recommended
by the League of Cities and Towns.

The Town has received lower figures for property values from the Town listers, based on new
construction values. The Board is analyzing and comparing the values from the League and from the
listers. The listers have given an overall total of 1.95 million dollars as the replacement value for
Town buildings.

The Board will also consult with contractor David Diamantis on calculating a replacement value for
the Municipal Building since he has assessed the condition of the building in the past.

The Town Hall Opera House property is bound by an historical easement held by the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board.  The VHCB needs to be consulted about the insurance value to
place on this building.

EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE (2015)

Selectperson Merrill reported that the cost for health insurance for Town employees has increased
7.1% (this figure is a correction to the figure listed in the October 20th minutes).

Selectperson Towbin moved to offer the same health care package to the Town employees (Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Vermont’s Platinum Plan) for the 2015 calendar year with a second from
Selectperson the Board will forward this decision to the Water /Water Waste Commission.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Selectperson Merrill stated that last spring the Town and the Coop signed off on a boundary line
agreement and corresponding survey.  However, the west boundary of the municipal building wasn’t
included in that survey.

The Town needs to determine that boundary in order to construct a fence to keep the public out of the
alley way, because it is hazardous in the winter and presents a liability issue for the Town.

Paul Hannan was hired to survey the west side of the Municipal Building.  Through his deed
research, he found clear language that indicated that the boundary line in question is not the fence
line on Kerrin McCadden’s property as assumed before, but is located midway (more or less) in the
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alley way between her residence and the municipal building.  By mistake, the Town has given the
Co-op a small rectangle of land owned by Kerrin McCadden.

Kerrin is willing to give the land to the Co-op and will work out an agreement with them.

Selectperson Strong moved that the Town apply for a zoning permit to build a fifty-eight foot privacy
fence on the west side of the Municipal Building with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The
motion passed, 3-0.

Selectperson Strong moved to hire Round Hill Fencing to construct a fifty-eight foot, five foot high
cedar privacy fence for the cost of $2,008.20 with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion
passed, 3-0.

TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE FENCE

The Town and the neighbor on the west side of the Town Hall Opera House are collaborating on the
construction of a privacy fence.

The neighbors assumed it would be built completely on their property and the Town assumed it
would be built on the boundary line of the two properties.

The neighbors have indicated that they are no longer interested in hiring the contractor that submitted
the estimate that the Town has reviewed.

The neighbors have agreed that is that the Town will pay 80% of the cost of the fence and they will
pay 20% of the cost and adopt the maintenance of the fence.

Selectperson Strong will notify the neighbors that if the Town is the applicant for the zoning permit
for the fence, the fence has to be constructed on Town property.  He will also let them know that if
the fence is located on their property, they would need to submit the application.

MINUTES

Selectperson Strong moved to approve the October 13th minutes with a second from Selectperson
Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the October 16th and the October 20th minutes with a second
from Selectperson Strong.  The motion passed, 3-0.

9:46 P.M. Selectperson Strong moved to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue,
with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 3-0.

Mary Fleming leaves. Respectfully submitted, Mary Fleming



APPROVED
October 27, 2014   Plainfield Select Board Meeting
Page 7

9:50 pm Board out of executive session

Dave made the motion to hire Karla Moskowitz as the Town's Animal Control Officer, starting
November 10th. Bram seconded. Motion passed, 3-0

9:55 pm Alice made a motion to adjourn; Dave seconded. Motion passed, 3-0.

Alice Merrill, recorder for last part of meeting


