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7:00 PM Called to Order - Selectboard Attendance: Chair Keith Terry and David 
Strong, entered 8:08 PM Gary Graves, Town Clerk/Town Treasurer Linda Wells, Video 
Recorder Keith Swann, Minutes Recorder Jeanne Lamica 

7:00 PM Chair Terry announced there will be an Informational Hearing on Monday, 
February 28, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. regarding any Australian Ballot for the Town Meeting.  
Currently there is only one item: the zoning regulations (this is not a hearing but an 
informational meeting).  

7:01 PM Public Comment 

Cutler Memorial Library board member Alex Thayer reported they applied for a Cultural 
Facilities Grant for a heating system for the Library.  Cutler was the only facility in 
Washington County to receive the grant.   The grant pays half the cost in the amount of 
$3,200.00 and there are working with Conti on an estimate. The heating system is 
expected to be installed after this heating season The Library also received $1,400 
worth of children’s books and received math and science books from another 
foundation.  

7:06 PM Gerard Holmes who is working with Barbara Vacarr new president of 
Goddard College as of last Fall reported that Goddard is looking at renovating unused 
buildings at Goddard in support of theatre arts.  Mr. Holmes reported that Goddard 
wants to apply for a NEA (National Endowment for the Arts) grant.  He distributed an 
update and a draft letter for Selectboard signature should they want to endorse the NEA 
“Our Town” grant.  This grant fosters partnerships with the arts.  This grant would 
support planning for visual and performing activities in Plainfield.  Mr. Holmes is looking 
to the Selectboard for comments and/or input.  The preliminary grant application is due 
March 1, 2011 and if this passes the final grant application is due April 25, 2011.  The 
project is for $50,000.00 with Goddard putting in $25,000.00 and the grant matches 
$25,000.00.  The grant supports ongoing meetings to determine local arts needs.  There 
will be a followup meeting in March and David Strong is invited to attend and Karl 
Bissex plans to attend as well.  The grant will allow the community to consider Caleb 
Pitkin’s idea of moving the Town Hall to a better location.  Chair Terry emphasized that 
moving the Town Hall would have to be voted on by the Town. 
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Selectman Strong moved the town endorse the application for the NEA grant with 
written support from the Town.  Selectman Terry seconded the motion and it carried 2-
0. 

7:24 PM Town Clerk Report 

Clerk Wells submitted the following: 

• a grant for the Selectboard’s chair signature for reimbursement from the State.  
Selectman Strong moved to authorize the Chair Terry to sign the TA 66 form 
from AOT for reimbursement for the box culvert on Lower road in the amount of 
$73,260.00 with a second from Selectman Terry and the motion carried 2-0. 

• Sidewalk winter maintenance agreement with changes for approval from the 
Selectboard. 

• An email from Greg Light regarding streetlights not working. 

• A resignation from the conservation commission.  Selectman Strong moved to 
accept Allen Clark’s resignation with regret with a second from Selectman Terry 
and the motion carried 2-0. 

• Grant paperwork for structures and/or projects is available.  Chair Terry will 
contact Claudia to see if she will write up the grant. 

Clerk Wells reported that VLCT Insurance rep inspected town buildings and produced 
actions that need to be made. 

Town Meeting minutes recorder request.  Chair Terry moved to allow the Town Clerk to 
hire an individual to take minutes at Town Meeting with a second from Selectman 
Strong and the motion carried 2-0. 

January 24, 2011 Minutes:  Chair Terry moved to accept minutes as amended with a 
second from Selectman Strong and the motion carried 2-0. 

January 26, 2011 Minutes:  Selectman Strong moved to accept minutes as submitted 
with a second from Selectman Terry and the motion carried 2-0. 

7:37 PM  Goddard College:  Followup with Planning and Projects Assistant Mit 
Allenby - Dustin Byerly is Goddard’s contact for providing updates to the Town Plan.  
Ms. Allenby is still looking into when Goddard said they would give a donation to the 



APPROVED  February 28, 2011 
 
 Plainfield Selectboard Meeting  

Municipal Building 
Monday, February 14, 2011 

7:00 PM 

3 

 

Fire Dept. Goddard Board of Directors have recently passed a design, permitting phase 
for a biomass heating system eliminating all their individual oil furnaces. They do not 
expect to have to file an Act 250 permit.  The community will be informed and the 
system installation begins in April.  With regard to Goddard maintaining the path by the 
post office field, not able to plow because trees are now in the way and liability needs to 
be cleared and they will check with their insurance.  She produced a 1997 letter to the 
Selectboard about the sidewalk maintenance.  The Goddard contact for this issue is 
Vice President for Finance and Administration Bob Kenny (bob.kenny@goddard.edu) 
Perhaps an easement needs to be drawn up.  Ms, Allenby’s report ended with if 
Goddard wants to use the Town Hall they are to contact Keith Swann. 

7:50 PM Karl Bissex – Highway Garage:  Mr. Bissex reported that upgrades to the  
woodburner at Garage amount to the same cost of buying a new one and includes all 
the needed upgrades such as rebuilding the woodstove and adding fans and controls. 
VLCT has already found a new woodstove that passes emissions, comes with its own 
stack, etc.  If the town purchases the new one, the budget can be reduced.  Cost is 
about $8,000.00.  Target is to fix this by June.  Bids need to go out for buying a furnace. 

Chair Terry moved Karl Bissex to proceed with the purchase of a new woodburning 
furnace roughly comparable in cost to moving and retrofitting the existing furnace with a 
second from Selectman Strong and the motion carried 2-0. 

The Selectboard approved Karl Bissex’ request for moving the Eagle Ice Sculpture that 
was made at the rec field and be displayed in front of the Municipal Building.  

8:04 PM Selectboard Mail:  Chair Terry moved to approve the fleet permit for 
Cabot Creamery with a second from Selectman Strong and the motion carried 2-0. 

Selectboard has scheduled a meeting for the Pre-disaster Mitigation Plan for Monday, 
March 7th at 7:00 PM. This plan needs to be in force and updated periodically in order to 
be eligible for any FEMA help in the event of a natural disaster.   

Received an Outside Consumption Permit application for Positive Pie. 

Twin Valley seniors extended an invitation to any town officials to deliver meals with 
volunteer drivers.  

Cloud Alliance needs to be invited to make a presentation before the Selectboard will 
sign their acknowledgement letter.  
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8:20 PM Town Hall:  Selectman Graves spoke his concerns about the building:  a  
more precise study should be done on the building instead of spending $20 to 30,000 
every few years; already over $100,000.00 has been put in to the building, roof is in 
need of repair, needs a new furnace, etc.  We need to know the cost for making this 
building structurally sound internally and externally.   With the new NEA grant the Town 
Hall could be included to have an assessment of this building as an opportunity for the 
Town Hall to be a location for performing arts. 

8:27 PM Parked cars are still in the way for plowing and now cars are being parked 
on the sidewalks.  At night cars are parked in front of Positive Pie, snow is piling up and 
Road Foreman cannot plow at night or in the morning.  Selectman Graves spoke with 
Bob’s Sunoco and they are willing to tow as they already do for municipalities.   

8:34 PM Chair Terry moved to adjourn with a second from Selectman Graves and 
the motion carried 3-0. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne L. Lamica 

 

__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Selectboard Chair Keith Terry   Selectman David Strong 
 

__________________________________ ________________________________ 
Selectman Gary Graves    Date 


