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November 10, 2014
Plainfield Select Board Meeting
APPROVED

ATTENDANCE:  Selectperson Alice Merrill (Chair), Selectperson Bram Towbin, George
Cushing (Town Constable), Video Recorder Keith Swann, and Mary Fleming (Minutes
Recorder).

7:09 P.M. Called to order

APPROVE AGENDA

Selectperson Towbin moved with a second from SelectpersonMerrill to approve the agenda.  The
motion passed, 2-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

7:08 P.M. Dennis Fowler enters.

Selectperson Merrill announced that the DRB will meet on November 12th, at 7:00 p.m. on three
topics.  The fence on the west side of the Municipal Building, the fence on the west side of the
Town Hall Opera House, and to continue the hearing on the Red Store.

Selectperson Towbin announced that there will be a concert at the Goddard Hay Barn on
November 15th.

Selectperson Merrill announced that the winter parking ban will run from December1st thru April
30th.  There will be no parking on public streets between 11 p.m. thru 6 a.m. during this time
period.

7:17 P.M. Tim Phillips enters.

Selectperson Towbin gave an overview of the Bean Road Trailer clean up.

He stated that Dennis Fowler had quoted a price of $2,200.00 to remove the trailer.

Dennis stated that on Sunday they knocked the trailer down and trucked it off the property.

The first load at the landfill was weighed at 3.13 ton, the second load was 4.11 tons, the third
load was 4.98 tons and the final load was 7.33 tons.

Dennis feels it is an oddity that the last load is far heavier than any of the other loads.  He stated
the truck wasn’t even half full.

The Casella representative argued that the last load had a lot of dirt in it, which accounts for the
extra weight.

George Cushing was there and he stated that the first load was the largest load and it weighed
half of the last load which was only half full.
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Dennis stated that he would have gone with a dumpster instead of trucking the debris to the
dump.  However, it would takethree business days to have it delivered to the site. He wanted to
get the trailer and debris.

Dennis stated that he didn’t realize what he is getting into using a ten wheeler truck.

The cost has risen to $4,000.00 for the removal of the trailer and the debris.

George & Dennis believe the weight discrepancy between loads must be discussed with the
management at Casella.

Selectperson Towbin stated that he feels that Dennis should have another discussion with Casella
Waste Management to get the price worked down.  He suggested he speak with the woman
working the scales the day the loads were dumped.

The final tally was $3,997.21 for the job rather than the $2,200.00 originally quoted.  The
overage is due to the added landfill expense.

Selectperson Towbin stated that if Dennis is unsuccessful in negotiating with them, he and
George will meet with the managers at Casella on this issue.

Dennis will be in touch with the Board on his meeting with Casella.

7:43 P.M. Dennis leaves.

Selectperson Merrill stated that the next phase of this project is for Mr. Ducas to clean up the
property. She will follow up with John Daly to make sure it is done before snowfall.

Selectperson Towbin stated that the property located at 78 Creamery Street has trash and animals
on the property that need to be gotten rid of.

Justine Gadd(Health Officer) is following up with the property owner on the abandoned building.

George stated that Justine has called the owner and left him a voice mail asking him to be in
touch regarding turning off the water, locking the house, and disposing of the garbage left
outside of the garage.

He went on to say that she has left a second message urging him to be in contact with her to
address these issues.

George reported that he has been in contact with the bank that holds the lien on the property
about paying the water and sewer fees that are owed on this property.

Selectperson Towbin stated he is willing to call the bank and ask them to deal with this building,
the trash, and getting the water turned off as well.

Selectperson Merrill will find out the appropriate process to make sure the water shut off at the
curb stop, to insure the basement doesn’t flood during the winter.
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REC FIELD REPORT

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Town allocated funds to lay down clay on the playing field
but the field was not maintained properly, and the clay has shifted.

She has been in touch with Louis LoRe who suggested that a dedicated person be hired to groom
the field.

He also suggested that the Select Board include the clay and field maintenance in the budget.

Selectperson Towbin stated that there are not enough volunteers to maintain the Rec Field.

The Rec. Field Committee needs leadership and volunteers would welcome someone to serve on
the Committee.

George stated there are still downed trees at the Rec. Field that need to be removed and the Lean-
to needs to be either repaired or torn down.

He also stated that the Lean-to needs to be dealt with.  It needs to be repaired or torn down.

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Board will determine the amount for the Rec. Field
maintenance in the budget.

Selectperson Towbin stated the tree removal will need to wait until after the winter, as the road
crew is down an employee.

There is a broken, wooden fence that also needs to be removed also.

George stated to avoid injury, fatalities, and costly speeding tickets, drivers need to drive the
posted speed limit in Town.

Selectperson Merrill stated that she is working on revisions to the Town’s Traffic Ordinance that
includes STOP signs in the lower village and installation of removable speed bumps.

She went on to say that removable speed bumps are being considered for the cross over to the
Rec. Field at the bottom of Barre Hill.

8:30 P.M. George leaves.

SIDEWALK WINTER MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Selectperson Towbin moved,with a second from Selectperson Merrill, to approve the contract
with Kevin Hudson for winter sidewalk maintenance for the 2014-2015 season.  He will plow
and maintain sidewalks at a width of 60 inches at $275.00 per time per storm.The Town will be
responsible for removing snow when needed or Kevin Hudson will charge $100 per hour for
snow removal.In the case of a major snow storm, plowing will be $100.00 per hour.

ROAD COMMISSIONER REPORT
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Selectperson Towbin stated that the Road Crew is down a truck until December, due to the
supplier’s back log and this will affect plowing the roads. It will take longer to clear them than
usual.

MUNICIPAL PROPERTY INSURANCE

Selectperson Merrill stated that the Town has beenworking with the League of Cities and Towns
on replacement values for insuring the Town buildings.

The Town has the option of presenting their own replacement values to the League.

Town listers have given some values that are less or equal to what the League has recommended.
The Select Board has compared and analyzed these figures.

Selectperson Merrill moved, with a second from Selectperson Towbin, that municipal
buildingsbe insured for the following values:

Town Garage:  $400,000.00

Fire Station:  $511,443.00

Municipal Building:  $750, 000.00

Old Fire Station:  $65,073

Town Hall Opera House: $662,196.00

The motion passed, 2-0. This information will be sent to the League.

CATERING PERMIT

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve a permit for Positive Pie to cater malt and spirituous
liquors at the Goddard College HayBarn on Saturday, November 15, 2014 with a second from
Selectperson Merrill.  The motion passed, 2-0.

PARK AND RIDE

Selectperson Merrill stated there are funds left over from the Park & Ride grant, which are going
to be used to construct a new bus shelter.

Selectperson Merrill moved that the Town approve the amendment to the original Park and Ride
grant agreement dated April 2nd, 2013 to extend the term from December 31, 2014 to December
31, 2015, with a second from Selectperson Towbin.  The motion passed, 2-0.

Selectperson Merrill has asked Ben Graham to put together a design for this shelter.  The Board
will work with Ben on a contract and the construction will go out to bid.

Selectperson Merrill reported that there are two invasive species of plants growing at the Park
and Ride.  She is looking into having these plants removed.
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FENCE

The Town is interested in erecting a five foot high, white cedar stockade fence in the alleyway on
the west side of the Municipal Building.

The DRB will hold a public hearing at the Town Hall Opera House about this fence on
November 12that 6:30 p.m.

Selectperson Towbin moved to approve the revised and corrected boundary agreement between
the Town and the Winooski Valley Co-op with a second from Selectperson Merrill.  The motion
passed, 2-0.

Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the minutes of October 27th, 2014, with amendments,
with a second from Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed, 2-0.

Selectperson Merrill moved to approve the minutes of October 31st, 2014,with a second from
Selectperson Towbin. The motion passed, 2-0.

8:42 P.M. Selectperson Merrill moved to adjourn,with a second from Selectperson Towbin.
The motion passed, 2-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Fleming

__________________________ ___________________________

Select Board Chair, Alice Merrill                 Selectperson, David Strong

__________________________ ______________________________

Selectperson, Bram Towbin Date


