
Plainfield Selectboard meeting of November 24, 2014.
Board members:   Alice Merrill, Dave Strong, and Bram Towbin
Guests:  Eric Blaisdell from the Times Argus

Alice opened the meeting and read the agenda for the evening.
Dave requested to add the following items under Town Hall:  to discuss proposals for interior painting,
installation of kitchen cabinets, and electrical work.  He also wants to discuss the Efficiency VT grant for
the town hall.
Alice added two other items to be considered; catering permit and an access permit.
Moved to accept the agenda,                 seconded and the motion was approved.

Public comment and announcements
Cutler has a new schedule starting December 1st. Sun2-8 Closed Monday, Tues 2-8, Wednesday 10-2,

Thursday 10-2, Friday 2-8, and Closed Saturday.

PABA has a raffle to benefit the Twin Valley Senior Center and the Food shelf.  If interested tickets are
available at the Plainfield Co-op, the bookstore, Maple Valley, and Plainfield Hardware. The drawing is
Dec 17th.

Central VT Community High School is doing a performance, Lysistrata, at the PTHOH tonight and also
again tomorrow evening.

The VT Superior Court ruled in favor of Goddard College to go forward with the Biomass Plant.

Overnight parking ban starts soon.  There is no street parking 11pm to 6am on Creamery, Main, and Mill
Streets.  There is parking at the Mill Street parking area, the Park and Ride, and the Recreation Field lot.

At the next meeting on December 8th, there will be a presentation on our Designated Village Center and
the meeting will be held at the PTHOH.  There will be postings of maps showing the DVC area.

The Town received a Municipal Planning grant to fund an inventory of the Town’s Natural Resources.

Highway Commissioner Report:  Bram Towbin
The Winter Parking regulations start December 1st.
The highway department is down a truck. A person was hired to do the village snow removal in the
interim.

The new highway employee is getting up to speed on the operations. The new truck should be delivered
by mid December.
Bram will work with Mike on new signage in the village where needed.

Jean Vissering entered:

Town Hall:  Dave Strong
The hope is to have the Town Hall work done by Town Meeting. There are three pots of money for this
project.  The Town Hall Preservation Fund, VT Conservation Service Board grant funds, and from an
Efficiency VT grant.



The town received an estimate to paint the walls and ceiling in the lower level from Greg’s Painting in
the amount of $1,195.  He will have it finished by the end of November.
Dave made a motion to accept the proposal from Greg’s Painting for $1,195, the funds to pay for this
will come from the Town Hall Fund, Alice seconded the motion and the motion carried.
The VT Housing and Conservation Board funds have paid for a new heating system and new emergency
exit doors.  There was unexpected work in which the old knob and tube wiring in the attic had to be
replaced and the work had to be done before insulation could be put in the attic. The board had
approved ARJ Electric to do the work at a cost of over $6,000.  She has completed the work at a cost of
$5,319.45. The VHCB has agreed to allow the Town to use grant funds for this expense.
Dave made a motion to pay ARJ Electric for this electrical work at the Town Hall and pay this with funds
from the VT Housing and Conservation Board grant, Bram seconded the motion and the motion passed.

The last item is the kitchen.  A kitchen plan was presented by Interior Creations for $3,700 and after
changing the kitchen plan as suggested by Sam Clark a local carpenter, Interior Creations provided a new
estimate for this plan in the amount of $3,042 for cabinets and the countertop.
The countertop and cabinets will take a month to receive and this estimate is for the materials only.  An
estimate will be needed for the installation.
Dave made a motion that the town purchase the cabinets and countertop for the kitchen at the town
hall from Interior Creations in the amount of $3,042, and this will be paid by the Town Hall Fund, Bram
seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Mike Nolan entered
Road Foreman report
The winter parking ban hours were reviewed.
The highway department uses half of the recreation parking area to pile snow.
The new truck will not be ready until at least the end of December. The new highway employee is doing
well.
Mike spoke to the Postmaster about placement of mailboxes.  She will notify homeowners that need
their mailboxes moved for general delivery.
The board wants a list of those that are not compliant in case there are issues with plowing.  Alice will
contact the post office.
The board and Mike will have a budget meeting on December 19th at 1pm.

Jean Vissering: Landscape Plan for the PTHOH
Jean provided a Scope of Work for a landscape plan.   The scope includes a way to make the property
more attractive, accommodate public gatherings, to address circulation needs, and the need to screen
the property from the neighboring property owner. This plan may also include a handicapped
accessible spot.
The proposal includes a budget, a list of tasks, and some conceptual alternatives.
There will be a public presentation to the community with the plan that is worked out.
There is also a plan to move the generator from the front of the building.
Her recommendation is to keep the plan simple and usable outdoor space.  Native low maintenance
plants should be used.
Historic Preservation suggested a cedar fence between the PTHOH and the neighboring property.  The
Town is looking into this option.
Signage needs to be addressed and outdoor lighting.
There currently are no funds for this plan but the board will work on budgeting for this.



The town was awarded a $10,000 grant from Efficiency VT for weatherization work on the Town hall. So
far, $2,500 has been spent on this work. There is $7,500 remaining for funds and final plans for the
best use of these funds still needs to be decided.  The grant is available until January 31, 2015.

Fence at the Municipal building
The Town decided to put up a fence on the west side of the building for liability purposes. It will be a 4’
picket fence installed by Dustin King.  The proposal is $2,500.
Painting will need to be done in the spring and will be additional cost.

Bean Road Trailer
The trailer and trash have been removed from the site on Bean road.  The Town received a municipal

grant from the Central VT Solid Waste in the amount of $2,000 to pay for the cleanup.  The total cost is
$3,100 which includes legal fees of $900.
The board thanked everyone for their part in cleaning up this site.  The Central VT Solid Waste grant
programs are helpful to small towns with these issues.

78 Creamery Street The building is empty and is secured.   On Friday the Town water was shut off at
the curb stop.  The town tried to contact the owner, Michael Keenan, but there has been no response.
There are a couple of animals in distress living around the home and some trash.  The town has
contacted the mortgage company about the delinquent water and wastewater fees.  The Town is
concerned with any danger or health threats at the abandoned home.

Community Block Grant
The Town has received a community block grant to do a study on two bridges, one on Brook Road and
the other on Mill Street near Recreation Field Road, in the lower village that have a potential flood
threat to the community.    Dan Currier of CVRPC is the administrator and will be coming to talk with on
the 8th to talk about the timeline of the study.  The meeting will be held at the Town Hall.

Cell Phone Policy
Dave read the policy for the record.  The draft policy is attached to the minutes on file in town vault.
After discussion, the board would like the Water and WW Commission to review the policy as well.  The
policy was tabled to a future meeting.

Traffic Ordinance
The board is considering changes to the existing ordinance. Revising language and updating parking
regulations.  Adding stop signs and traffic control device language will be added.  Alice provided a draft
for review.

Solid Waste Ordinance
Dave revised a draft ordinance that had been provided by the VT League of Cities and Towns.  After
discussion, the board will work on the language and consider for adoption at a future meeting.

Permits
Alice made a motion to approve a Catering Permit for Positive Pie for an event at Goddard College on
December 12th, Bram seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Bram made a motion to approve an access permit for Marguerite and Robert Brooker for access to their
property at the700 Lower Road, Alice seconded the motion and the motion carried.



Bram inquired on the status of the new maintenance person.  Alice will follow up with the Town Clerk on
this.

Minutes
November 10th Bram made a motion to accept the minutes, Alice seconded and the motion was
approved.   Dave abstained.

November 19th Dave moved to approve the minutes of special meeting as written, Alice second and the
motion was approved.

Dave made a motion to adjourn, Bram seconded and the motion was approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda B. Wells, Town Clerk


