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APPROVED 12/22/2014

Plainfield Selectboard meeting of December 8, 2014 at the Town Hall Opera House.
Board members:  Dave Strong, Alice Merrill, and Bram Towbin
Keith Swann, Video recorder, Eric Blaisdell, Times Argus reporter
Guests: Charlie Cogbill, Jill Bessette, Scott Stewart, Bob Rosenfeld, Sue Jamele, Lisa Ryan, Bob Fancher,
Kathy Fancher, Caitlin Corkins and Richard Amore of ACCD, Dan Currier of CVRPC, Gail Falk, Bob
Atchinson, Becky Buchanan, and George Springston.

Agenda was read by Alice, Chair
Additions:  approving estimates for wall and attic insulation for the THOH.
No other additions were made.
Bram made a motion to accept the amended agenda, Dave seconded the motion and the motion
carried.

Announcements
Winter Parking Ban reminder there is no on street parking from 11pm to 6am during a snowstorm and
no parking around the Fire Station.  Parking is allowed overnight at the Mill Street parking lot, part of
the Recreation Field lot, and the Park ‘n Ride lot but cars need to be moved by 8am for snow  plowing.

The PABA is selling raffle tickets to benefit the Twin Valley Senior Center and the Onion River Foodshelf.
Tickets are available at various stores in the community and the drawing is December 17th.

DRB will be having a hearing here at the THOH on Wednesday at 7pm.  The agenda includes the Red
Store and Tamarack Farm.

Town clerks Report
Timber Sale contract for the Town Forest.
The town hired Redstart Forestry to write a Management Plan for the Town Forest.  They have
completed the plan and have bid out the logging work.
As a result of bidding, the Town accepts a bid from Chris Emerson of Groton.
Bram made a motion to accept the Timber Sale contract, Dave second the motion and the motion

carried.
The board will consider adding an article to the Town Meeting warning to have the logging proceeds put
in a Reserve Fund for the Town Forest.

The Lister’s submitted the Errors and Omissions Report for the tax year which includes changes to the
2014 Grand List since it was lodged July 1, 2014.
Bram made a motion to sign the report, Dave seconded the motion and the motion carried.

A proposal from Interior Creations for the new kitchen cabinets at the Town Hall was previously
approved b the board.   In order to place the order, a 50% down payment of $1,542 must be paid.
Bram made a motion to approve this payment, Alice seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Dave made a motion to approve the invoice from Greg’s Painting for painting the walls at the THOH in
the amount of $1,195, Bram seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Highway Report
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Access permit for Tamarack Farm located at 3280 Country Club Road.  The permit has been approved by
Mike Nolan.  Alice made a motion to approve the access permit, Dave seconded the motion and the
motion carried.

Richard Amore and Caitlin Corkins of the VT Agency of Commerce and Community Development
A presentation on the newly approved Plainfield Village Center Boundary was given.
The complete power point report is on file in the Town records.
Richard explained the benefits and gave an overview of success stories of towns that have been in the
program.

The VT Village Center Designation Program recognizes and supports local revitalization efforts across the
state with dedicated staff and funding to help designated municipalities build and foster strong
communities.
The benefits include:  Technical assistance from the VT Downtown Program, Village Center Historic Tax
Credits, Priority Consideration for State Grants and State buildings, and eligibility for a Special
Assessment District.

The Town was designated in the program 2003-2007.  Then the Town was out of the program due to
the outdated Town Plan.  The Town was recently approved back into the program in September 2014
excluding the Park ‘n Ride.  The Park ‘n Ride has since been approved for addition into the DVC.
This Designation focuses on the commercial core of the village. Tax credits are based on income of
commercial properties.
This Designation allows the Town to be eligible for Community Block Grants and Historic Preservation
Grants.
These grants can be used for implementation of the Streetscape and Public Infrastructure, Preservation
of Historic Buildings, updating Public Policies (such as the Town Plan and Zoning Regulations), the design
of the Village, (including the physical shape) and creating a safe, inviting environment for shoppers,
residents, and visitors, promotion of the village by hosting events such as the Farmers Market, and
building partnerships and volunteers among the various groups that have a stake in the Village Center.

This designation is for five years.  This can be renewed in 2017.  The Town must have a current Town
Plan in place.
Questions were raised about specific properties being eligible for tax credits.

Caitlin presented information on the Tax credit programs and grants.
Tax credits are not grants and they are applied against income liability not property tax liability.
Benefits are available:
for redevelopment blight property and marginal properties.
as incentives for housing projects in and around the downtown.
to make rebuilding possible after a disaster.

Federal program funds are for Rehabilitation of Historic buildings and include up to 20% credit on
personal federal income.
These funds are for buildings that are income-producing. Rehabilitation must be substantial. Building
must be historic and listed in the National Register of historic places and work must meet preservation
standards.
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State funds are only for projects that are in the Designated Downtown or Village Center and can be
tiered with the Federal programs. The application goes through VT Dept of Commerce, to qualify for
funding, and you must have a minimum project cost of $5,000.

Dan Currier of CVRPC
CDBG Grant Project:
A Study of the two bridges in the village, Mill Street by the Recreation Field Road and first bridge on
Brook Road from the village.
Dan stated there are two questions: Budget and the timeline of project.

This is a $35,000 grant for a study of the bridges. Alternatives will be presented to the board at the
outcome of this study.
Timeline: The final submission to ACCD has been done and submitted to the State for review. A final
announcement will be made after signature page is submitted.
RFP’s need to be mailed in early January, to start the project in the spring. Completion of this study
should be by the end of June 2014.  The Town can submit full payment of the Town share in this fiscal
year up front if necessary.
Dan will assist with this process.  The administrative costs for CVRPC are included in the FY 2014/2015
budget.
The final report for strategies for this project should be received by the fall.
The Town will need to hold a public forum to discuss these recommendations.

George Springston
George was asked to assist the Town in naming a few unnamed streams.
A proposal from Robin Shapero, a Plainfield resident, was submitted to the US Geographic Board on
Names requesting theTtown to name the stream Garth Brook.
George looked at a number of maps showing western side of Great Brook, the streams pass across Bean
Road, East Hill Road, and Fowler Road and it is the largest tributary of the Great Brook.
He researched maps since 1890 and there is no name listed. He shared the following ideas: Bob Barasch
suggested Little Brook (in distinction with Great Brook), Dale Bartlett heard from a longtime resident
that it was called Woodcock Brook, Glenda Bissex suggested Martin Brook (after a Martin family that
lived there).

The board has contacted the Conservation Commission for their recommendations. The VT State
Committee of the Dept of Libraries recommends historic names.
George will confirm the process to name the streams and report back.

Solid Waste Ordinance
The ordinance is still being reviewed. The Board will address at a future meeting.

Pedestrian and Bridge Sidewalk Project
A draft RFP and Scope of Work for the Pedestrian Bridge and Sidewalk Project was discussed. The board
members will review and approve at a future meeting.  This first part of the project is to select a Project
Manager and Design Consultant. The Town match is $5,000 to $8,000.
The Board needs to figure a budget amount for the next fiscal year. The Town’s local share for this
project is 10% of the total cost.
The Board will discuss budgeting for the town match over budget years to ease the burden each year.
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Cell Phone Policy
The board will revisit at a future meeting once the Water and Wastewater Commission have submitted
their comments.

THOH Weatherization
Dave proposes to use Efficiency VT grant funds to insulate the walls and attic of the hall.  The eave walls
are open to allow insulation to be packed down in those areas easily.
Dave made a motion to accept the $3,200 to Shelter Construction to dense pack the eave walls for up to
$3,200 and is to be paid for by the Efficiency VT grant funds, Bram seconded and the motion passed.

The second piece is to have All Seasons Urethane to do foam insulation to seal the attic and the surface
can be walked on without having to stand on the beams.  We need up to 4” so as to reduce the amount
of cellulose that has to be put in on top. The smaller amount of cellulose is beneficial when any work is
needed for ease in walking without disturbing a thick amount of the cellulose.  All Seasons gave a quote
of $7,000 for up to 4” of cellulose.
Dave made a motion to have All Seasons Urethane install up to 4” of foam at a cost of up to $7,000,
Alice seconded the motion.
Further discussion ensued.  This is to be partially paid by the Efficiency VT grant, and possible funds from
a New England Grassroots Environment Fund grant in the amount of $1,000.
The motion was approved.

Another estimate was proposed by Detailed Renovations, Neal Carbo, to install the kitchen cabinets, the
range hood, counters, door for the mop room, framing the window, and other additional work in the
amount of up to $3,000 for labor.
Dave made a motion to approve up to $3,000 to do the kitchen carpentry work, Bram seconded the
motion and the motion carried.

Minutes

November 24 minutes: Bram made a motion to approve the minutes with amendments, Alice seconded
the motion and the motion carried.

December 2 minutes: Alice made a motion to approve the minutes, Bram seconded the motion and the
motion carried.

Bram made a motion to adjourn at 10pm, Alice seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Linda B. Wells, Transcriber


