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Town of Plainfield 
Select Board Meeting  

July 9, 2018 
Draft Minutes 

 

PRESENT: Alexandra Thayer (Select Board Member), Ross Sneyd (Select Board Chair), Tammy Farnham 

(Select Board Member), Linda Wells (Town Clerk/Treasurer), Keith Swann (Videographer, Friends of the 

Town Hall Opera House), Cindy Wyckoff (Minutes Recorder), and Bram Towbin (Road Commissioner).    

 

Ross Sneyd called the executive session of the Select Board meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Sneyd made a 
motion to enter into executive session pursuant to 1 VSA §313 (a) (4) relating to confidential attorney-
client communications regarding personnel.  The motion was approved.  In attendance were Ross 
Sneyd, Chair; Tammy Farnham; Alexandra Thayer; Fire Chief Patrick Martin; Attorney Ed Adrian; and 
Town Clerk Linda Wells.   
 

Sneyd opened the regular session of the Select Board meeting at 7:40pm   

 

AGENDA 

 Review Agenda 

 Motion to Meet in Executive Session Pursuant to 1 VSA §313 (a) (4) Relating to Confidential 

Attorney-Client Communications Regarding Personnel 

 Possible Personnel Action 

 Public Comment/Announcements 

 Town Clerk's Report 

 Road Report 

 Town Hall Opera House Management Contract 

 Hazard Mitigation Report 

 Emerald Ash Borer Update (Tentative) 

 Other Business 

 Minutes 

 Adjourn 

 

REVIEW AGENDA 

 There were no changes made to the agenda. 

 

POSSIBLE PERSONNEL ACTION 

 Sneyd made a motion that the Select Board remove Douglas W. Hersey as a member of the 

Plainfield Fire Department/Emergency Services for reasons stated in an affidavit of Trooper Vooris 

that is filed and part of the records of the Washington County Criminal Court.  The motion was 

approved.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Sneyd noted that the Cutler Library did not hold its meeting yesterday, but plans to meet on 
7/15/18.   

 Sneyd announced that the Select Board will be making appointments to the new Emerald Ash Borer 
task force at the 7/23/18 meeting. 

 Sneyd noted that there is an opening for one of the Plainfield members on the Twinfield School 
Board starting in August. 

 Sneyd announced that he is not able to be present at the 7/23/18 Select Board meeting. 

 Thayer noted that the Constable reported that the Fourth of July holiday was relatively quiet. 

 Sneyd reported that the Select Board had met on 7/3/18 to set the tax rates.  The municipal tax rate 
is $0.714; the residential/education tax rate is $1.77; and the non-resident/education tax rate is 
$1.64.  The combined tax rate is $2.49 for residents and $2.36 for non-residents.  Noting that the 
State sets the education tax rate, Thayer suggested that those perplexed by why the non-resident 
tax rate is lower than the resident tax rate should contact their State senators and representatives.       

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  

 Town Clerk/Treasurer Linda Wells reported that she will be mailing out the tax bills by 7/13/18, 
which are due by 8/15/18. 

 Wells noted that the Town Clerk’s office will be closed in the morning on 7/11/18 due to attendance 
at a seminar for a new election system for blind and disabled voters.  The office will open at 1pm. 

 Absentee ballots for the 8/14/18 primary election are now available.  Residents can register to vote 
up to and on the day of the election itself. 

 Sneyd made a motion to approve a Fleet permit application for Black Rock Coal.  The motion was 
approved. 

 Sneyd made a motion to approve a residential access permit application for David and Lisa 
Capaccioli at 4400 East Hill Road.  The motion was approved. 

 Sneyd made a motion to approve warrants of 7/2/18 and 7/6/18.  The motion was approved. 

 Thayer read aloud a letter from a resident requesting the Town’s help in the removal of a pine tree 
in the area where he and other residents have gardens behind the School Street apartments.  
Farnham agreed to contact the resident to discuss options.  All agreed that the Town would not be 
responsible for the cost of removing the tree. 

 Wells presented an energy audit report on the municipal building that houses the Town Clerk’s 
office.  Energy Coordinator Bob Atchinson will be asked to attend the 7/23/18 meeting to discuss 
the recommendations.      

 
ROAD REPORT 

 Road Commissioner Bram Towbin passed on a request from the Road Crew that those having parties 
and events this time of year make sure to direct attendees to park on the same side of the road so 
that the road remains passable, and that people park away from the curb.   

 The Road Crew is working on regular maintenance of the roads.  

 Towbin noted the need to establish a policy regarding vehicles that have caused damage to roads.  
Sneyd suggested asking the Vermont League of Cities and Towns if it has any model ordinance for 
this type of thing, which Towbin agreed to do.  Thayer recommended finding out what practices 
other town have rather than creating an ordinance. 

 Towbin reported that the radar speeding sign on Brook Road seems to be working only on overcast 
days.  Discussion followed regarding various options for dealing with the equipment, including 
Thayer’s recommendation to contact Ed Hutchinson, who might be able to fix it.   
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 Farnham alerted Towbin to some areas washing out on Barre Hill, to which Towbin responded that 
the Road Crew is planning to address it in the next couple of weeks.  The Road Crew will also repair 
some cracking in the pavement on Main Street as well as perform some work on the other side of 
Barre Hill.  

 Farnham asked Towbin when brush cutting is expected to be done on the sides of roads.  A 
distinction was made between mowing high roadside grass and brush cutting.  Mowing will happen 
in early August, and Towbin asked that Farnham let him know of areas that might need brush 
cutting.    

 

TOWN HALL OPERA HOUSE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT 

 Friends of the Town Hall Opera House (Friends) president Keith Swann was present to answer 

questions regarding the proposed new management agreement.  Wells noted issues with 

sometimes not being notified that the space has been properly cleaned so that the Town Clerk’s 

office can release the deposit and ensure that the key has been returned.  Discussion followed, 

including questions regarding the increase in management service costs, the increase in the number 

of events held, cleaning after events, reworking the contract to clarify language, rental fee rate 

restructuring, and clear criteria for reducing rental fees for various renters.  Swann will raise the 

issues discussed with the Friends at its next meeting and report back to the Select Board on 

7/23/18.         

 

HAZARD MITIGATION REPORT 

 Thayer reported that there has not been a lot of progress on the report, however, Laura Ranker at 

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission is currently reviewing the draft.  Thayer hopes to 

convene Pat Martin from the Fire Department, Greg Chamberlain from the Water/Wastewater 

Department, and Bram Towbin from the Highway Department and Hazard Mitigation Committee in 

late July to help frame what needs to be considered in terms of emergency management issues.  

Sneyd proposed a goal in August to appoint an Emergency Management Director.   

 

EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATE (TENTATIVE) 

 Sneyd noted that there was no update from the Conservation Commission at this time, however, he 
has explained to the State that Plainfield has moved forward with appointing a task force, which will 
then coordinate with other agencies to figure out a plan going forward.   

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 Thayer noted that Constable Kathleen Hayes has proposed changes to the use of the Recreation 
Field, which would constitute an ordinance change.  Hayes will email the Select Board with her 
proposal so the Select Board can begin considering it. 

 Thayer asked that Sneyd share any information he receives with the rest of the Select Board when it 
has to do with issues that may impact possible costs to the Town.   

 
APPROVE MINUTES 

 Sneyd made a motion to approve the minutes of the 6/25/18 regular Select Board meeting as 
written and the 7/3/18 special Select Board meeting as written.  The motion was approved.     
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ADJOURNMENT 

 Sneyd made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was approved.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Cindy Wyckoff 


